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Now you have carried out your traffic survey observation in Activity 3, you are going to write up a report like real life scientists would for academic journals! 
There are lots of hints and tips along the way to guide you. 

Abstract 

An abstract is supposed to provide a summary of the report. Write this at the end and include a sentence on each section of the report (previous research, method and findings).
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INTRODUCTION

An introduction is supposed to provide some background on the topic being researched. This includes definitions, statistics, previous findings and plans/aims of your own research.
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METHOD

A methods section is supposed to provide information on what you did to collect your data. We already know this is an observation so use the checklist to help you write this section!
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Results 
Descriptive Statistics
Fill in the table below using the data you collected from your observation (you may need a calculator for some of them!). Then use this information to describe what you found (HINT: use the mean stats in your description).
	
	Car
	Bus
	Lorry
	Motorbike
	Other

	Mean 
	
	
	
	
	

	Median 
	
	
	
	
	

	Mode
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL 
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Graphical Representation
This is best illustrated using a bar chart. You don’t really need to express all the descriptive statistics, just the mean. 

Complete the graph below using the data you have collected. Remember to fully label your graph and to include a brief explanatory title. 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Discussion

A discussion section is supposed to provide information on what you found overall and how this information could be used for the future. Use the checklist to help you write this section!
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References 
A reference list is used to provide a list of all other scientists that you may have talked about. There are a few different ways of referencing in science, usually the Harvard or APA. Challenge yourself and do some research on how to write these up and maybe have a go yourself at the reference list!
Top Tip: Referencing prevents against plagiarism-you may want to look this up too!

Use this checklist to help you write you method:


What method did you use?


Where was the observation conducted?


What tools/materials/resources did you use to carry out the observation?


Ethical considerations of an observation











Use this checklist to help you create your discussion:


What did you find out overall?


Does your observations show that there is a lot of traffic contributing to air pollution?


Describe any issues you had collecting your data


How can this information be used? Could neighbours be involved? The local council? The Government?


What can we learn from this observation?


Have a think about Clean Air initiatives!











