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Course outline 
Level: 5  
Credits: 15 (Queen Mary credits)  
 
Assessment: 3,500-word portfolio 
 
Course description:  
Writing for Performance enables participants to initiate, develop and present a piece of creative writing for 
performance. Whether you're interested in playwriting, dramatic monologues, solo live art, verbatim 
theatre, performance-lectures, or other forms of text-based performance, you will gain new skills through 
writing workshops, critical discussions of set readings, and group activities. You will be led by an 
experienced theatre practitioner who will provide expert guidance, intellectual and 
creative rigour, and a mutually supportive environment in which to enhance your craft as a writer for 
performance. You will also deepen your skills in initiating, developing, and presenting your writing to an 
audience. 
 
Learning outcomes:  
On completion of the module, students can expect to have acquired: 

• A knowledge of creative writing for performance in a range of traditional and experimental forms  
• A critical and practical understanding of the structure and form of plays and performance texts 
• An ability to identify creative strategies in texts of contemporary performance 
• Knowledge on how to employ creative writing to respond to a continuously changing world 
• The capability to identify and respond to topical issues in contemporary culture through writing 

and performance 
 
Approx imate cost:  
The tuition fees for the Writing for Performance course are £2,100. There may be additional costs for field 
trips, such as entry to exhibitions, which will be in the region of £30-£50. 
 
All reading material is provided digitally so you are not required to purchase any books. 
 
Assessments:  
The course assessments are not compulsory, however, if you wish to transfer credit for this course to your 
home university it is essential to complete the assignments. 
 
Portfolio:  3,500-word portfolio 
 
Preparation:  
Before you arrive on campus, it is advised that you familiarise yourself with the course content before it 
begins. You will be given instructions for accessing our Virtual Learning Environment (QMplus) before you 
arrive on campus. 
 
Teaching:  
The course is taught in two two-hour sessions per day (10.00 - 12.00 and 13.00 - 15.00), held Monday to 
Thursday each week.  
 
Indicative Additional Reading: 

- Adebayo, Mojisola, Plays One (London: Oberon, 2011) and Plays Two (London: Oberon, 2019) 



- Dey, Misri, Making Solo Performance: Six Practitioner Interviews (Basingstoke: Red Globe Press, 
2018) 

- Edgar, David, How Plays Work, (London: Nick Hern Books, 2009) 
- Jeffreys, Stephen, Playwriting: Structure, Character, How and What to Write (London: Nick Hern 

Books, 2019) 
- Grieg, Noel, Playwriting: A Practical Guide, (London: Routledge, 2005) 
- Williams, Wendy R., Listen to the Poet: Writing, Performance, and Community in Youth Spoken 

Word Poetry (Boston: University of Massachusetts Press, 2018). 

 

 


