
Course Code and Title 

EAL 4760 Exploring Spoken English 
Run 

Semesters 1 & 2 

Rating 

Level 4 

Prerequisites 

None 

Lectures 

None 

Seminars / classes 

4 hours for 10 weeks 

Tutorials  

None 

Assessment  

Learning Journal 40%; Group Presentation on Video 40%; Leading a final seminar 20%. 

Module convener  

Dr. Saima N. Sherazi 

Module aims 

This module aims to broaden students’ awareness of the features of spoken English in a wide 
range of situations, both formal and informal, in order for them to become more effective 
communicators. This will be done by introducing students to different genres of spoken 
English for analysis and discussion. Students will also have frequent opportunities to use 
English in the classroom and the language laboratory in order to become adept at choosing 
an appropriate register and to enable them to produce the sounds of the language essential 
for effective communication. In addition, this module will expose students to a wide variety of 
authentic listening materials in order to raise awareness of how Culture and World Englishes 
may influence language. 

Module outline 
This module is designed for students who want to improve their listening and speaking skills 
in English in both formal and informal settings. Students will develop strategies for active 
listening and learn to deal with unfamiliar language. Seminars will consider the importance of 
audience, purpose, and non-verbal signals in a variety of situations. Students will have 
opportunities to participate in workshops in which they will be involved in activities such as 
discussions, role-plays and class presentations. The class tutor will monitor these activities 
and give feedback on features of spoken English including levels of formality, prosodic 
features and lexical appropriateness. 

Learning outcomes 
At the end of this module students should be able to: 

 demonstrate awareness of the prosodic features of their English that need to be 
addressed; 

 analyse a speaker’s use of language in terms of formality; 

 understand authentic spoken English with confidence and ease, including 
colloquialisms and slang; 

 deal effectively with varied rates of delivery, types of voice and a variety of accents; 

 recognise and comment on the importance of intonation and stress in the 
interpretation of meaning; 

 apply strategies developed in class to aid comprehension of spoken English outside  



the classroom. 

 work creatively and flexibly as part of a team; 

 respond to feedback in order to communicate with increased competence in a variety 
of situations; 

 handle the language system with improved intelligibility;  

 interact in English, expressing ideas coherently and articulately; 

 speak in English showing awareness of a wide variety of registers and contexts; 

 analyse and present materials using a range of media approaches; 

 gather and process information from different linguistics sources; 

 express attitude based on an awareness of Culture and World Englishes. 

Preliminary reading 
Authentic listening materials from media sources including: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/ 

http://www.bbcmotiongallery.com/ 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/audio 

Aijmer, K. (1996). Conversational Routines in English: Convention and Creativity. Harlow: 
Longman Publishing Group. 

Carter, R., Cornbleet, M. S., & Cornbleet, S. (2001). The Language of Speech and Writing. 
London: Routledge. 

Carter, R., & McCarthy, M. (1997). Exploring Spoken English. Cambridge: CUP. 

O’Dell, F., & McCarthy, M. (2008). Collocations in Use. Cambridge: CUP. 
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What is SEEC level 4? 

 


