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Motivation

ReflectionsOutcomes

Activity

Impact

Aims

Breaking a 
complex 

problem into 
simple parts

Communication
Working in an 

interdisciplinary 
environment

Being aware of 
the business 

context

Aim 1
To address a perceived 
deficit in personal 
development 
opportunities (as reported 
in NSS 2016)

Aim 2
To enhance the 
employability of graduates 
from the School of Physics 
and Astronomy, specifically 
by addressing their 
communication skills.

Two new, high-profile 
opportunities for personal 
development

Reported increase in 
confidence in 
communication skills

Attendance/popularity
Demand was below our expectations. 27 students took 
part.

Limited scope for ongoing delivery
Participants took part in ongoing outreach events. The 
number of these events they could get involved with was 
limited by the external demand for the sessions.

Difficulty integrating into the curriculum and high cost 
per head
The demand for this type of training was quite low; it is 
unlikely that similar training could be rolled out as stand-
alone part of the curriculum. 

Difficulty in measuring impact on bottom line
There are inherent difficulties in measuring the impact of 
the project on student’s perception of opportunities and 
employability of students. Doing this would require more 
resource and a longer timeframe than this project 
allowed.

Commissioned Science Made Simple for 
communication training workshopsSkills that employers of physicists look for

11 new 
outreach 
events in 
schools

Reported increase in 
confidence, communication

Letters of participation for students records

Above: Students understand the value of 
communication. 

Institute of Physics, The impact of tuition fees on prospective physics students, 2013  

Low ranking for QMUL Physics in 
NSS 2016

Workshops were based around existing science 
outreach resource “Connect Physics”

Students trained to deliver at open days

27 undergraduate students took 
part in workshops

A pilot programme of communication skills training for personal development and employability


