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At Queen Mary University of London, we 
believe that the diversity of ideas helps  
us achieve the previously unthinkable.
Throughout our history, we’ve fostered social justice 
and improved lives through academic excellence. 
And we continue to live and breathe this spirit 
today, not because it’s simply ‘the right thing to do’ 
but for what it helps us achieve and the intellectual 
brilliance it delivers.
Our reformer heritage informs our conviction that 
great ideas can and should come from anywhere. 
It’s an approach that has brought results across the 
globe, from the communities of east London to the 
favelas of Rio de Janeiro.
We continue to embrace diversity of thought and 
opinion in everything we do, in the belief that when 
views collide, disciplines interact, and perspectives 
intersect, truly original thought takes form.
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On behalf of everyone at 
Queen Mary University of 
London, I am delighted 
to welcome all of you 
completing your final 
year of studies to this 
very special virtual 
celebration.

While I unfortunately can’t congratulate you in person 
today, I hope you will take this opportunity to reflect on and 
celebrate all of your hard work and achievements during 
your time with us. These are especially impressive given the 
difficult circumstances presented this year by the coronavirus 
pandemic, and you should be extremely proud. Please accept 
my warmest congratulations.

Today is also a chance to welcome you to the Queen Mary 
alumni community – a vibrant, global network of friends and 
contacts that I hope you will always remain part of.

You chose a University with a proud and distinctive history, 
built on four historic institutions stretching back to 1785 and 
beyond. Common to each of these institutions – the London 
Hospital Medical College, St Bartholomew’s Medical College, 
Westfield College and Queen Mary College – was the vision 
to provide hope and opportunity for the less privileged or 
otherwise underrepresented. Today, Queen Mary remains true 
to that belief in opening the doors of opportunity for anyone 
with the potential to succeed.

I hope that your pride in your achievements and in Queen 
Mary, your University, will encourage you to remain in close 
contact with us. Stay in touch, and let us and your fellow 
alumni know about your next steps, wherever they may 
take you. We hope to see you all and celebrate with you at a 
physical graduation ceremony in the near future. On behalf of 
everyone at Queen Mary, I wish you every success and good 
fortune for the future. Queen Mary is so proud of you.

Professor Colin Bailey CBE, FREng, BEng, PhD, CEng, 
FICE, FIStructE, MIFireE  
President and Principal, Queen Mary University of London

Welcome

Welcome to this 
incredibly special 
celebration for all of you 
completing your final 
year of study at Queen 
Mary University 

 of London. 

Although we can’t gather together in person today, this 
is nevertheless a chance to celebrate everything you’ve 
accomplished during your time with us. Taking these  
chances to celebrate are all the more important this 
year because of the challenges posed by the coronavirus 
pandemic – challenges that you have overcome to 
successfully complete your studies.

So it is my great pleasure to warmly welcome you to  
this virtual celebration in which we recognise your 
achievements and welcome you to a global community  
of Queen Mary alumni.

You have been an incredibly important part of the Queen 
Mary community during your time with us. I wish you every 
success for the future, and sincerely hope you will stay in 
touch and remain part of our community as you take the  
next steps in your life and career.

Lord Clement-Jones CBE 
Chair of Council, Queen Mary University of London 
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As Chancellor of the University of London,  
I am delighted to send my good wishes and 
my congratulations on your achievements.
The time that you have spent at Queen Mary University of 
London, both in study and leisure, will have given you much of the 
knowledge and many of the skills that you will need for your future 
life and career. I hope that you have enjoyed all aspects of your 
university experience and that the strong and lasting friendships 
you have made will bring you great pleasure in the years to come.

In addition, I send my good wishes to all those who have 
encouraged and supported you during your studies, confident  
that they too will enjoy this special day.

HRH The Princess Royal 
Chancellor of the University of London

HRH The Princess Royal
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History
At Queen Mary University of London, 
we believe that a diversity of ideas 
helps us achieve the previously 
unthinkable. Throughout our history, 
we’ve fostered social justice and 
improved lives through academic 
excellence. 
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Success stories

Leadership and world-leading research

• Charles Knight, Professor of Cardiology at Queen 
Mary and Consultant Cardiologist at Barts Health 
NHS Trust, was appointed as the Chief Executive 
of the new NHS Nightingale Hospital London. 
Professor Knight was temporarily released from 
his duties to lead the management team at the 
hospital, housed inside the ExCel Exhibition Centre. 

• Professor Sir Mark Caulfield, from Queen Mary 
and Barts Health, has been leading a major 
programme of research into the virus across Barts 
Health hospitals, including the Nightingale, which 
has investigated interventions that can increase 
survival rates.

• Queen Mary is leading a multi-institution study 
which is identifying which groups are at most risk 
from Covid 19 and why some people become more 
ill than others with the disease. 

• The Queen Mary & Emulate Organs-on-Chips 
Centre is part of a new initiative to use 
miniaturised living systems with human cells, 
known as organ-chips, which are helping to 
develop effective medicines to treat the virus.

Some of our responses to Covid-19 
Thanks to the positive and proactive responses across the whole  
Queen Mary community, our students and staff have been able to thrive 
in the face of the crisis and we have continued to deliver world-class 
research and education and an outstanding student experience.

• A rage of Queen Mary academics have written 
on the social and economic implications of the 
pandemic, including Dr Tim Lee, who has written 
on the economic impact of the pandemic and the 
implications for inequality; Professor Anita Berlin 
contributed to a Lancet article focusing on issues 
around the training of healthcare workers; and our 
Global Policy Institute published a briefing paper 
in the intersectional implications of the pandemic.

Working with the NHS

• Over 100 Queen Mary clinical academics were 
seconded to the NHS.

• 274 Queen Mary medical students joined the NHS 
in clinical roles, with others supporting the NHS 
in different roles including as paramedics and 
call handlers. To make this possible, Queen Mary 
put in place proper training, risk assessments 
and graduated students early to enable early 
registration of final-year students.

• With the demands on our NHS greater than ever, 
Queen Mary trained 18 final-year medical 
students to support the NHS in fighting the 
pandemic. The students joined the critical care 

team at The Royal London Hospital in March. They 
were followed by many more student volunteers 
who took part in a broader training scheme to 
support hospitals during the crisis.

• All Queen Mary clinical staff were seconded 
to assist the NHS, and we donated specialist 
equipment and dedicated parking spaces to NHS 
staff as part of our effort to ease the pressure on 
local NHS trusts. 

• Queen Mary’s Blizard Institute collaborated with 
colleagues from across our faculties and Barts 
Health NHS Trust to 3D-print thousands of visors 
for frontline staff at The Royal London Hospital, 
helping to tackle personal protective equipment 
(PPE) shortages.

Working with the local community

Community outreach work and engagement have 
always been intrinsic to what we do at Queen Mary. In 
the face of the pandemic crisis, our staff and students 
have found ways to further support communities at the 
local and national levels, whether by joining the NHS 
frontline or volunteering to help vulnerable individuals. 

• We donated PPE to the St Joseph’s Hospice in 
Hackney after they declared a critical shortage – 
including 80 boxes of gloves and over 200 pairs of 
eye protection – to allow Hospice staff to reduce 
the risk of Covid-19 as much as possible.  

• Queen Mary joined the Tower Hamlets council 
‘A Plate for London’ initiative, providing meals 
to families and those in need during the Easter 
holidays. The catering team provided 1500 meals 
across five days, and subsequently provided a 
further 460 meals to families and shelters in the 
area. 

• In order to empower and support Queen Mary staff 
who wish to volunteer in their local communities, 
a staff volunteering policy has been developed and 
will be launched in the coming weeks.  

• We made 300 rooms in Queen Mary student 
accommodation available to NHS key workers in 
the local area, enabling them to care for patients 
with Covid-19 without increasing the risk of 
infection for their families. In the first two weeks 
of May, an average of 96 guests stayed each night – 
with over 400 guests booked in total.   
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https://www.qmul.ac.uk/whri/people/academic-staff/items/knightcharles.html
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/media/news/2020/smd/queen-mary-professor-to-lead-new-nhs-nightingale-hospital.html
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/media/news/2020/smd/queen-mary-professor-to-lead-new-nhs-nightingale-hospital.html
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/media/news/2020/smd/queen-mary-and-barts-health-launch-covid-19-research-programme.html
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/media/news/2020/smd/queen-mary-and-barts-health-launch-covid-19-research-programme.html
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/media/news/2020/smd/new-study-to-identify-highest-risk-factors-for-covid-19.html
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/media/news/2020/se/using-organs-on-chips-technology-to-accelerate-covid-19-research.html
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/media/news/2020/hss/coronavirus-destroys-jobs-and-worsens-inequality-with-or-without-full-lockdown.html
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/media/news/2020/hss/coronavirus-destroys-jobs-and-worsens-inequality-with-or-without-full-lockdown.html
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)30735-2/fulltext
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/gpi/
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/media/news/2020/pr/queen-mary-trains-final-year-medical-students-to-help-nhs-fight-coronavirus.html
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/media/news/2020/pr/queen-mary-trains-final-year-medical-students-to-help-nhs-fight-coronavirus.html
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/media/news/2020/smd/queen-mary-3d-prints-protective-equipment-for-covid-19-nhs-workers.html
https://www.stjh.org.uk/blog/our-community-our-heroes
https://www.stjh.org.uk/blog/our-community-our-heroes
https://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/lgnl/health__social_care/health_and_medical_advice/Coronavirus/Schools/Free_school_meals.aspx
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Alumni voicesAlumni

As a new graduate, you are now part of our vibrant network of 
almost 180,000 former students in over 160 countries around 
the world. Welcome on board!

Our alumni are our past, our present and  
our future
Our former students are leaders, creators, educators and 
change-makers. They are working in every imaginable field 
and in every corner of the globe. We are proud of each and 
every one of you and we are excited to see what the future 
holds for you.

This is the start of an exciting new chapter in your lives. 
By keeping in touch with Queen Mary you can continue to 
learn and share ideas – you can receive University news 
and updates, participate in thought-provoking events, join 
regional chapters and special interest groups and give back by 
volunteering and supporting students in need.

Our alumni are our best ambassadors and you are an 
important part of our future. We encourage you to keep in 
touch and to share your successes with us.

Find us on social media
 @alumni_qmul_official
 Queen Mary University of London Alumni Network
 @QMULAlumni
 @QMULAlumni
 Queen Mary Alumni

Join in with our digital campaigns and use #QMULAlumni

Contact us
Tel: +44 (0)20 7882 6468  |   Email: alumni@qmul.ac.uk

Apply for an Alumni Extra Card 
For just £10, you can continue your Queen Mary Library 
membership for reference purposes and get discounted 
membership of Qmotion, Queen Mary’s health and fitness 
centre. Order your Alumni Extra Card at  
qmul.ac.uk/alumni/extracard  

Alumni Angles 
Look out for our soon-to-launch series ‘Alumni Angles’, 
consisting of topical panel events, radio shows and podcasts.

Thinking about your next steps?
If you’re planning to continue your studies, the Alumni 
Loyalty Award offers discounts on postgraduate study 
at Queen Mary. For those of you who are venturing into 
the world of work, you can take advantage of free careers 
support up to two years after you graduate. Find out more 
at qmul.ac.uk/alumni/newgraduates

Stay in touch
Make sure you don’t miss out on news, events and other 
opportunities by keeping your contact details up-to-date. 
Remember to let us know when you are moving home or 
changing jobs by completing our online update form at  
qmul.ac.uk/alumni/update  

Find out more about the benefits of staying in touch at  
qmul.ac.uk/alumni/newgraduates

With almost 5,000 members to 
date, the Queen Mary Network, 
our exclusive online professional 
networking portal for alumni, 
students and staff, enables you to 
connect with our global community, 
get involved in mentoring and join 
regional and special interest groups.

Connect and get advice
Now that you’ve graduated, you can use the Queen Mary 
Network to get informal careers advice or mentoring from the 
hundreds of alumni professionals who are ready and waiting 
to help you. 

Connect and give advice
Become an Alumni Ambassador on the Queen Mary Network 
and inspire the next generation of Queen Mary students. This 
is a great way for you to play an important role in the future of 
your University by inspiring the best and brightest students to 
follow in your footsteps and choose Queen Mary.

Register at qmul.network

Join us wherever you are through  
the Queen Mary Network

Alumni

Join us on social media
        @qmcareers
        @qmcareers

Congratulations Class of 2020 and welcome 
to the Queen Mary alumni community

https://www.instagram.com/alumni_qmul_official/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/qmulalumniteam/?originalSubdomain=uk
https://www.facebook.com/QMULAlumni
https://twitter.com/QMULAlumni
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9I6lGZjf9Ihf8X_3Eu2-Hg
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/media/news/2020/smd/a-change-of-scenery-for-a-dentistry-student.html
http://qmul.ac.uk/alumni/extracard  
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/media/news/2020/smd/a-change-of-scenery-for-a-dentistry-student.html
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/media/news/2020/smd/a-change-of-scenery-for-a-dentistry-student.html
http://qmul.ac.uk/alumni/newgraduates
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/media/news/2020/smd/a-change-of-scenery-for-a-dentistry-student.html
http://qmul.ac.uk/alumni/update   
http://qmul.ac.uk/alumni/newgraduates 
http://qmul.network
https://www.qmul.network/content/register/register.php
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Alumni

Alumni voices in the spotlight 
Our graduates have gone on to do a 
whole variety of interesting and exciting 
things throughout their careers and 
beyond. Whether it’s sharing how you 
got started and your career highlights 
to date, your insights and interests or 
memories of your student days, we love 
hearing your stories.

Our blog shines a spotlight on the 
voices of our alumni and friends. Here 
is a snapshot of some of the amazing 
individuals we have spoken to:

Hal Dubuisson (Design, Innovation 
and Creative Engineering BEng, 2019) 
designed the innovative R-TED pack, a 
medical kit which has been deployed 
for use by London’s Air Ambulance. He 
has since founded his own company, 
Trauma and Emergency Design, 
focusing on design for high stress 
medical applications.

Jaspreet Kaur aka Behind the 
Netra (History BA, 2013) is an award-
winning spoken word artist, mental 
health advocate and secondary school 
teacher. Her TEDx London Talk, ‘How 
Poetry saved my life’, to an audience 
of 1,200 people, explored how the 
power of words gave her the confidence 
to overcome her own mental health 
struggles.

Dr Milad Shadrooh aka The Singing 
Dentist (Dentistry BDS, 2004) has 
shared his passion for dentistry by 
promoting oral health in an entertaining 
way. His parodies of popular songs have 
amassed him almost 300k followers on 
Instagram, over 150k subscribers on 
YouTube and have led to numerous TV 
and radio appearances.

Shivani Reddy (English and European 
Law LLB, 2003) has long been interested 
in social justice. Having worked for the 
Fairtrade Foundation on issues such 
as fairer prices for banana farmers and 
gender equality in agricultural supply 
chains, she is now a Senior Public Affairs 
& Sustainability Manager at Coca-Cola 
European Partners.

Navjot Sawnhey (Aerospace 
Engineering MEng, 2013) is a 
humanitarian engineer and co-founder 
of The Washing Machine Project, a social 
enterprise dedicated to the design and 
distribution of a manual hand-cranked 
washing machine to displaced and low-
income people around the world. 

Winsome Yuen (Computer Science 
BSc, 2019) is an Associate Software 
Engineer at Spotify having interned as 
a Developer. She has contributed to 
improving the user interface of Spotify 
Premium pages to increase conversion 
and a worldwide 3-month trial 
campaign across all Premium plans.

Elliott Ajai-Ajagbe Daley aka 
WordPlay (English and Drama BA, 2008) 
is a freelance actor, poet, playwright, 
director and graphic novelist. He has 
taught spoken word, creative writing 
and drama all over the world, from the 
Brit School in London to the village of 
Ekumfi Etsibeedu in Ghana.

Dr Pedram Kordostrami(Medicine 
MBBS, 2016) is working as a junior 
doctor and Clinical Fellow in 
Dermatology in a London hospital. 
He is also founder of AfterDrink, an 
alcohol-related health supplement, and 
co-founder of a canned water company 
promoting a sustainable alternative to 
plastic bottles. 

Diana Akanho (Mathematics and Statistics 
BSc, 2009) is a Senior Insight Manager at 
Tech Nation. She is actively involved with 
Women in Data UK as a Committee Member 
and is passionate about gender parity within 
STEM (science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics) careers. 

Dávid Pákozdi (Economics and Finance 
BSc (Econ), 2017) is working in the City as an 
Investment Banking Analyst in the Structured 
Finance and Real Assets team at HSBC. 
Banking is a challenging but fascinating 
profession and he finds he frequently draws 
upon the concepts and topics he studied 
during his Economics degree.

If you have an idea that makes 
you feel excited and you are 
passionate about it, go for 
it! Even if you don’t succeed, 
the amount you learn from 
going through the process is 
invaluable and will always be 
useful in the future.
Dr Pedram Kordrostami

Find something that you are 
passionate about and provides 
you with a sense of purpose.
Jaspreet Kaur aka Behind the Netra

Don’t segregate yourself, stay in touch with your Uni friends, 
the friends that you have spent a big chunk of your life with, 
because life can be lonely if you don’t; you’ll need help at 
times and you need a strong support network around you.
Dr Milad Shadrooh aka The Singing Dentist 

Be prepared for your career to take unusual 
twists and turns. The more diverse your 
skills and experience, the more appealing 
you will be to an employer. 
Shivani Reddy 

Be inspired! Read  
more stories from our 
alumni and friends at  
qmul.ac.uk/alumni/blog
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https://www.qmul.ac.uk/alumni/blog/
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/alumni/blog/items/alumni-profile---hal-dubuisson.html
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/alumni/blog/items/alumni-profile---jaspreet-kaur-aka-behind-the-netra.html
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/alumni/blog/items/alumni-profile---jaspreet-kaur-aka-behind-the-netra.html
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/alumni/blog/items/alumni-profile---dr-milad-shadrooh-aka-the-singing-dentist.html
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/alumni/blog/items/alumni-profile---dr-milad-shadrooh-aka-the-singing-dentist.html
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/alumni/blog/items/alumni-profile---shivani-reddy.html
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/alumni/blog/items/alumni-profile---navjot-sawhney.html
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/alumni/blog/items/alumni-profile---winsome-yuen-.html
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/alumni/blog/items/alumni-profile---elliott-ajai-ajagbe-daley.html
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/alumni/blog/items/alumni-profile---dr-pedram-kordrostami-.html
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/alumni/blog/items/alumni-profile---diana-akanho-.html
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/alumni/blog/items/alumni-profile---david-pakozdi.html
http://qmul.ac.uk/alumni/blog
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Other Careers and Enterprise services to help 
you kickstart your career:
•  Discover graduate jobs, part-time roles and internships: 

qmul.ac.uk/careers
•   Speak to our Enterprise Team for advice on setting up 

or growing your own business (including access to seed 
funding): careers.qmul.ac.uk/enterprise

•  Meet employers and alumni at one of our 80+ events 
throughout the year: careers.qmul.ac.uk/events

•  Find temporary roles through our internal recruitment  
agency QTemps: q-temps.co.uk 

Careers and Enterprise helped 
me to work through my options 
and gave me specific advice about 
the industries I was interested in. 
Now after graduating, it’s really 
reassuring to know that I can access 
support for two more years.

Careers

Access support for two years after graduation with Careers and Enterprise
Whether you are wondering what to do after graduation, considering further study, want feedback on your CV or application, 
would value a practice interview or need help finding work experience, we can help you in a one-to-one virtual appointment 
with an expert Careers Consultant or Application Adviser.

We know that graduating in 2020 has a unique set of 
challenges and we want to support you in every way that 
we can. #Adapttosucceed is our campaign designed to help 
you find your feet after university in this unusual time. Our 
new webpages features the latest information on how 
graduate recruiters are responding to COVID-19 and advice 
from employers; our blog provides advice on how to build 
employability and job search at the current time; and you 
can get top tips from employers and careers professionals on 
YouTube.  Make sure you take a look at our additional online 
information specifically for graduates, to help you find an 
opportunity and get successfully through the recruitment 
process.

In September 2021, you will be contacted by email or phone 
as part of the Graduate Outcomes Survey run by the UK 
government to find out what you are doing in terms of work 
or further study. The results affect School and University 
rankings, so please look out for this survey and make sure  
you update your contact details on MySIS before you leave  
us at mysis.qmul.ac.uk

We look forward to seeing you again. In the meantime, 
congratulations on your graduation!

My mock interview was a very helpful 
experience. I learned what I was 
already doing well and what I need to 
work on, and I now feel much more 
confident and better prepared.

Join us on social media
 @qmcareers
 @qmcareers
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http://qmul.ac.uk/careers 
http://careers.qmul.ac.uk/enterprise
http://careers.qmul.ac.uk/events
http://q-temps.co.uk 
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/careers/covid-19/
https://qmjobsblog.wordpress.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHN1OxpJlL_Md8SV-kE-bMQ
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/careers/how-to/for-graduates/
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/careers/how-to/for-graduates/
http://www.graduateoutcomes.ac.uk
http://mysis.qmul.ac.uk
https://www.facebook.com/qmcareers
https://www.twitter.com/qmcareers
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@QMUL
  

If you require this publication in a 
different accessible format we will 
endeavour to provide this, where 
possible. For further information  

and assistance, please contact: 
designandbranding@qmul.ac.uk

The Queen Mary University of London coat  of arms is our official heraldic 
symbol,  a representation of our historical links  and our character.
The coat of arms has four parts: the shield, the crest, the supporters and  the motto.  
The design is unique to Queen Mary University of London. 

At the centre is the azure (blue) shield made up of three parts. At the top are two imperial 
crowns rising above clouds and sunbeams; these are taken from the coat of arms of the 
Drapers’ Company. Underneath is the chevron above a cross, both of which come from  
the University of London coat of arms.

Above the shield is the crest, with a lion holding aloft two crowns. The symbol of the lion 
traditionally represents bravery, valour, strength and royalty. The crowns represent the 
University’s links with Queen Victoria, who supported the opening of the Queen’s Hall part  
of the original People’s Palace and Queen Mary  of Teck, wife of King George V, who gave  
her name to the University.

The supporters are the two animal figures holding either side of the shield.  On the left, the 
seahorse symbolises readiness; on the right, the dragon represents valour and protection. The 
motto in the scroll at the bottom of the coat of arms contains the Latin phrase ‘Coniunctis Viribus‘ 
meaning ‘united powers’ which describes the motivation and intentions of the University. 

The colours used within the coat of arms represent elevation of the mind (gold), truth and 
loyalty (blue), magnanimity (red), and peace and sincerity (silver).


