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Meeting the Post-2014 REF Open 
Access policy  

Introduction 
UK HE Funding Councils collectively announced the Post-2014 Research Excellence Framework policy 

on open access in April 2014, and published a revision to this policy in July 2015.  The policy outlines 

the following: 

1. From 1st April 2016, journal articles and conference papers (in proceedings with an ISSN) 

submitted for a future REF assessment, must be made openly accessible.   

2. Between 1st April 2016 and 31st March 2018 the accepted manuscript and bibliographic 

(metadata) record for these papers must be deposited into a repository, no later than 3 

months after publication 

3. From 1st April 2018 onwards, the accepted manuscript and bibliographic (metadata) record 

for these papers must be deposited into a repository, no later than 3 months after 

acceptance 

4. If the paper is published open access (for example in an open access journal), the accepted 

manuscript does not need to be deposited, but a bibliographic record should still be publicly 

available within the timeframes outlined in [2] and [3] above 

5. The full text must be freely accessible no later than 12 months after publication for Schools 

in Science & Engineering, and Institutes in Medicine & Dentistry, and 24 months after 

publication for Schools in Humanities & Social Sciences.  Some limited exceptions to the 

policy apply.   

Queen Mary implementation of the policy 
 

At the Vice-Principal’s Research Advisory Group, September 2015, the following implementation 

plan was approved: 

1. Queen Mary requires that researchers, and administrators supporting them, deposit accepted 

manuscripts for all journal articles and conference papers (regardless of whether they will be 

published open access or not) 

2. Queen Mary requires researchers to create a bibliographic record in Symplectic Elements within 

3 months of acceptance of all journal articles and conference papers (including between 1st April 

2016-31st March 2018) 

3. That Queen Mary requires researchers to deposit the final accepted manuscript, in their chosen 

repository, within 3 months of acceptance for publication (including between 1st April 2016-31st 

March 2018) 

4. Where the accepted manuscript is deposited into a repository that is NOT the institutional 

repository, Queen Mary Research Online, a link to the repository to which the paper has been 
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deposited must be provided in Symplectic Elements (using the OA location function in lieu of file 

deposit) 

5. Queen Mary has started implementing the policy as of 1st September 2015 

6. Heads of School, Directors of Research, and Research Managers/Administrators are working 

with the Library to provide forums/opportunities to speak to researchers about the policy and 

answer questions, and feeding back requests for clarification, training, etc. as needed 

7. Enquiries concerning meeting the requirements of this policy, logging into and using Elements, 

and uploading files, are to be directed to: scholarlycommunications@qmul.ac.uk  
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