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September 2021 
 
Dear Student, 
 
UNDERGRADUATE STUDIES AT QUEEN MARY 
 
Congratulations and welcome to the School of Law at Queen Mary University of London.  We are 
delighted that you will be joining our vibrant and cosmopolitan student community.  
 
We are one of the largest law schools in the UK, with more than 800 undergraduate students, high 
quality teaching and internationally renowned research.  Much of our global success lies in our ability to 
attract world leading academics as well as outstanding students like you.  
 
By combining expert academic knowledge with practical legal skills, we will be working with you to 
ensure that you realise your full potential. Our expert academics will help you learn how to practice law, 
not just study it. The Legal Advice Centre and George Hinde Moot competition are just two examples of 
ways that you will be able to experience law and legal ethics in a professional context at this early stage 
in your careers.  
 
By undertaking innovative research, your lecturers and tutors influence the development of laws and 
judicial systems around the world and contribute to critical legal thinking in all its domains. We hope, 
therefore, that you take every advantage of the extra-curricular opportunities offered and to learn from 
them during the course of your degree with us.  Please refer to the extra-curricular brochure for a guide 
to the opportunities available (the 2021-2022 will be available shortly). 
 
Advisor Support 
 
You have been allocated an Advisor who is a member of the academic staff. They will be in touch with 
you soon for an introductory meeting and to welcome you to the Law School. Your Advisor is here to 
support you, both academically and pastorally, throughout your time with us at Queen Mary. They will 
be your first port-of-call for any issues and questions you may have.  You will be sent details of your 
advisor soon.   

 
Student Buddy 
 
You have been allocated a Student Buddy, a second or final-year student who has volunteered to 
support you though your first year of study at Queen Mary. They are available for general advice, such 
as what it is like to be a law student at Queen Mary, how to locate services, what societies to join etc.  
Details about this scheme will be circulated soon. 
 
Learning online  
 
This year, your lectures will be online but your small group sessions (tutorials and seminars) will be in 
person.  If you are unable to come on to campus and have had an exceptional request to study online 
approved by the Department, your teaching will be online and your weekly tutorial sessions will be live, 
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interactive and timetabled to take account of your time zone.  At Queen Mary Law School we have 
guidance that we expect students to follow when learning online which is attached in the document 
called ‘Netiquette’.  Please ensure that you have read this in advance of the start of teaching. 
 
Lectures will be recorded and posted on QMplus (our virtual learning environment) or, they will take 
place during a live, timetabled session.  QMplus contains a wealth of additional resources to support 
your learning, such as detailed reading lists, notice boards, quizzes, and worksheets containing 
discussion questions for you to prepare ahead of tutorials.   Here is a video on how to use QMPlus.  
 
You will have access to our Graduate Student Advisor (GSA) service.  The GSA service will be hosting 
online support workshops to provide advice on study skills and general issues relating to your university 
experience.  The GSA schedule of workshops is attached to this email. 
 
 
WELCOME WEEK 
 
The aim of this and the whole of Welcome Week, is to introduce you to the University more generally 
and to the Law School; the undergraduate law programmes; and some very basic legal concepts. 
 
Your first session with us is an Introduction to the Law Department and the Undergraduate Law 
Programmes. This will be live online and will begin on Wednesday  22nd September 2021 at 1.00p.m. – 
2.30p.m. UK time. This will be recorded and whilst we would prefer you to join online, we appreciate 
that your geographic location and the relevant time difference, may make this impossible. The 
recording will be made available to you on QMPlus.  The link for joining this event can be found here:    
https://qmul-ac-uk.zoom.us/j/82519844488?pwd=eDhCbExGb3BZRXRjZ284L05yc2xOQT09 
 
 
You can find a schedule of events for the whole of the welcome week attached to this email. 
 
Preparation 
 
You are not required to purchase any of your module texts before arriving in September.  However, if 
you would like to do some preparatory reading we suggest the following texts: 
 

• The Insider’s Guide to Legal Skills, Emily Allbon and Sanmeet Kaur Dua (Routledge, 2016) 

• Introduction to the English Legal System 2018-19 Martin Partington (OUP, 2019)  

• Letters to a Law Student: A Guide to Studying Law at University,  Nicholas McBride (Pearson, 4th 
ed., 2017) 

 
Contract Law  
You do not need to do any reading in preparation for either of the Contract Law modules. However, if 
you would like to do so, we suggest as introductory reading either The Law of Contract by Ewan 
McKendrick (Palgrave, 14th ed., 2021) or The Law of Contract by Janet O’Sullivan and Jonathan Hilliard 
(OUP, 9th ed., 2020). Neither is a core text. Guidance on choosing which core text is best for you will be 
given when the autumn term module begins  
 
Public Law  
For Public law, please spend some time watching these lectures entitled ‘The Big Picture’, given by 
Professor Mark Elliot, a Professor of Public Law and Chair of the Faculty of Law at the University of 
Cambridge.  There are 5 lectures in total and they cover a wide range of topics which will give you some 
context to the study of Public Law and highlight some of the key topics we will cover this year. You can 
access the first of the five lectures here: https://publiclawforeveryone.com/2021/05/24/constitutional-
law-the-big-picture-i-introduction/ .   
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Land Law 
For Land Law you might look at one or other of two excellent introductory books (neither will be 
recommended as core texts). They are Introduction to Land Law by Roger Smith, (Pearson, 3rd ed., 
2013) and Land Law Elizabeth Cooke, (Clarendon Law Series, OUP, 2nd ed., 2012 - there is a 3rd edition 
of this title, published in 2020, but not in paperback). In any event avoid buying either of these books 
unless you can pick up a really cheap secondhand copy. Recommendations on the core text will be given 
when the module begins.  
 
Senior Status Students 

For Senior Status students only, no advance preparation for Criminal Law is necessary; however, the 
module textbook is Jonathan Herring, Criminal Law: Text Cases and Materials (OUP), and Herring's Great 
Debates in Criminal Law, (Macmillan) provides an excellent resource for further reading. 

There will be much for you to take in during the early weeks of your degree but please be assured we 
are here to assist at every stage.  
 
We look forward to welcoming you. 

 
Professor Penny Green 
Head of Department 


