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Ali ZBEEB Biography 

As a part of legal / banking oriented family, Ali Zbeeb has equipped himself with all available tools to excel in 

the field of corporate and finance law, construction law, ADR, training and development.  

On the educational level, he commenced his Bachelor in Law degree (LLB) at the Lebanese University-

Faculty of Law in 1999, and was nominated by the Lebanese Ministry of Youth and Education to represent 

Lebanon in Jordan and Egypt.  

In 03/04, he graduated from Queen Mary - University of London with an LLM in Banking and Finance Law 

with 2 merits in Banking Law and the Laws of Investment in Emerging Economies. While reading for the 

LLM, he acquired various tools regarded essential in the legal, corporate and financial realm, and became a 

member of London Forum for Economic Law & Development.  

On the professional level in terms of corporate / construction and banking legal practice and project 

management; and prior to graduating, Ali Zbeeb was appointed as Lebanon Research Coordinator for 

Democratic Dialogue and Research Officer with the University of Ulster in Belfast and the United Nations 

University. Following the LLM from London, Ali relocated to Lebanon to join the Beirut Bar Association and 

qualify with “Zbeeb Law & Associates” as an Associate Lawyer; five years later he became Partner and Head 

of Corporate Law, Construction Law and ADR Departments and led initiatives to expand the Family Law 

Firm into a regional law firm with presence in seven countries by 2012. In 2005, he became the Legal Counsel 

for International Affairs at Finance Bank-Beirut to conduct missions to West African countries for Contract 

Negotiations and advice on corporate related issues. Early 2006, Ali Zbeeb joined “Water Resources & 

Development Construction Company” as the Head of Legal Department, paving the way for his appointment 

as the Legal Counsel for STFA Turkish Construction Co. for its projects in Lebanon and Yemen to manage all 

construction and corporate legal related issues mainly contract negotiation and management, claims 

preparation and corporate. In 2007, he provided legal advice for several entities including but not limited to 

SITA (the largest air transport industry provider), AMCHAM, and Yemeni Ministries.    

In April 2008, he qualified as a Legal Expert the “Arab Centre for the Development of the Rule of Law and 

Integrity-ACRLI (affiliated with the UNDP), to conduct regional legal research in five countries: Lebanon, 

Egypt, Jordan, Morocco and Yemen, well as the Project Coordinator for a 2-year regional project,“ 

Commercial Law Development in MENA countries” namely Yemen, Lebanon, Tunisia and UAE in 

partnership with the Middle East Partnership Initiative (MEPI). One year later, he became a chartered 

Regional Arbitrator and Adjudicator at the (YCCA) - Yemeni Centre of Conciliation & Arbitration on 

corporate and construction related cases.  

Round mid 2009, as a result of the professional and academic experience acquired in addition to the 

performance related to project management, he qualified as a Senior Legal Expert at the Union of Arab Banks 

(UAB), the quasi-regulatory body operating under the umbrella of the League of Arab States and the largest 

banking consortium in the Arab world, only to climb the ladder expediently to become the Director of 

International Legal Affairs in Jan 2010. In UAB, he acquired responsibility of managing projects, and 

conducted supranational negotiations in more than 20 countries on behalf of UAB. He also conducted training 

seminars and gave speeches and presentations at various supranational events. Such activities exposed him to 

the majority of jurisdictions, namely MENA region, and enhanced his performance in corporate/ banking legal 

practice and negotiations. 

On the level of Academic Practice, Technical Assistance and Training, and while reading for LLB senior 

year, he was recruited by the British Council to provide legal English training courses for the Lawyers in 

Lebanon. During reading for his LLM in London, he was appointed as an Assistant Instructor for two LLM 

courses (i) Banking Law and (ii) Securities Law, while also working with the Law society of England & 

Wales as a legal simultaneous interpreter and translator, which was followed by a teaching position at the 

London Arabic School for one year. 

Mid 2005, Ali Zbeeb provided Legal English courses at the Lebanese Ministry of Social Affairs. Shortly 

afterwards, and based on his previous experience, he was offered the position to teach at the American 

University of Science & Technology (AUST) and Lebanese International University (LIU); where he has been 

a university lecturer since 2006 and taught the following courses:  
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(i) Business Law, (ii) Intro to Islamic Finance (ii) Int. Banking & Finance, (iii) Business Finance, (iv) Money 

& Banking, (v) Commercial Bank Management, (vi) Business Ethics & (vii) Senior Projects. 

Ali Zbeeb conducts trainings on the regional level and has constructed several major training programs 

involving corporate/commercial law, construction law, dispute resolution and litigation. He has given several 

speeches and presentations, moderated and chaired tens of sessions in conferences, summits, workshops and 

various events around the world with prominent international bodies. 

In addition, he has been lately involved with the (1) Corporate law development for business doing, (2) 

Introducing the culture of international construction contracts to the MENA regions, (3) Role of Islamic 

Finance in the post world crisis, (4) Empowerment of Employment and effect on economy, (5) SMEs 

financing. His research as a university lecturer in corporate law, International finance and Islamic finance as 

well as his professional legal practice, are regarded as part of the international ongoing corporate, financial and 

construction legal related research and practice. He has had many years of corporate, construction and banking 

legal practice, project management, litigation and ADR through his practice at: Zbeeb Law & Associates, 

WARD, Finance Bank, ACRLI, STFA, YCCA, BBA and UAB. His languages include fluent English and 

Arabic and a beginner in French.   

Ali Zbeeb is also an experienced practitioner and trainer on (1) Corporate Finance, (2) Corporate Litigation, 

(3) FIDIC construction contracts; (4) Commercial Alternative Dispute Resolution, (5) Conflict Resolution 

Management and other topics including Healthcare management contracts. 

During the past 10 years he has provided legal advice and consultancy for a diversified and well reputed line 

of entities, where he was mostly involved with legalizing their international activities. 

In addition to the above, he has been involved in drafting, reviewing and negotiating contracts related to 

hospital construction, healthcare management, clinical training with a multinational Canadian company 

(InterHealth Canada) in two major projects, in addition to formulating contracts between hospitals and 

universities for clinical and laboratory training purposes. 

He currently sits on the following boards at the Beirut Bar Association (1) International Relations Committee 

Secretary, (2) Arbitration Committee, (3) Lebanon’s Accession to WTO Committee, (4) Lawyer relationship 

with Public Administrations Committee. He also sits on the Board of the Scientific Committee at the UAB, 

well as the Board of the Editors Committee for the UAB magazine. Ali Zbeeb is also a member of the 

International Advisory Board at the Arab Center for the Development of Laws & Integrity; he is a Member at 

the University of London Post Graduate Law Society; also a member of the Lebanese Juristic Forum, and the 

Founder of Development Association for Arab Leadership & Innovation (DANALI). 

In 2011, and for a period of one year, he got involved in supporting the HumaWealth Global Initiative 

spearheaded by the Global Coalition for Efficient Logistics (GCEL), where he negotiated international 

contracts and provided legal consultancy for partner entities Asia Logistics and MEA Logistic Councils.  

Ali Zbeeb is also a PhD candidate at Queen Mary, University of London - thesis titled “Suggesting a Legal 

Framework to Establish an Arab Economic Union post Arab Spring”. He has many publications including 

three major investment and corporate related publications in BBA’s “Justice Magazine” and LAS Quarterly. 

Finally, he is awaiting the publication for his first book by the UAB, titled “Islamic Banking & Finance 

Handbook”, which will also be followed by another book titled “Introduction to Business, Corporate and 

Banking Law” and has recently been approached by the International Financial Corporation (IFC), 

Organization for Economic Cooperation & Development (OECD), Child & Youth Finance International 

(CYFI) and other global organizations to present speeches and share experiences at their international events. 

In July 2011, Ali Zbeeb was approached by the Lebanese Ministry of Labour to provide legal consultancy for 

the Minister of Labour on international contracts. He was also requested by Operation HOPE in Ney York to 

give regional related consultancy. Finally Ali Zbeeb represents clients from and in 4 corners of the world.  


