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ROGER COTTERRELL: CURRICULUM VITAE 

 

 
 

 

QUALIFICATIONS AND HONOURS 

 

 

LL.B. 1968, LL.M. 1969, M.Sc. Sociology with Politics 1977, LL.D. 1988 (London).   

 

Fellow of the British Academy, 2005-.  

 

SLSA Prize for Contributions to the Socio-Legal Community, 2013. 

 

Fellow of the Academy of Social Sciences, 2014-. 

 

Dennis Leslie Mahoney Prize for Legal Theory, 2021 (Australia). 

 

Festschrift:  R. Nobles and D. Schiff, eds., Law, Society and Community: Socio-Legal Essays in Honour 

of Roger Cotterrell (Farnham: Ashgate, 2014; Routledge p’back edn, 2016). 

 
Reviews: (2015) 74 Cambridge Law Journal 614-7 (Mathieu Deflem); (2016) 45 Netherlands Journal 

of Legal Philosophy 78-81 (Thomas Riesthuis); review essay (2015) 42 Journal of Law and Society 

649-59 (Michael King); (2015) 4 Journal of National Research University Higher School of Economics 

(Moscow) 217-27 (Mikhail Antonov) [in Russian] https://publications.hse.ru/en/articles/185973579 . 

 

 

 

APPOINTMENTS (reverse chronological order): 

 

 

Anniversary Professor of Legal Theory, Queen Mary and Westfield College, University of London 

(2005-) 

 

Professor of Legal Theory, Queen Mary and Westfield College, University of London (1990-2005) 

 

Dean of the Faculty of Laws, Queen Mary and Westfield College, University of London (1993-6) 

 

Acting Head (1989-90) and Head of Department (1990-1), Department of Law, Queen Mary and 

Westfield College, University of London 

 

Reader in Legal Theory, Queen Mary College, University of London (1985-1990) 

 

Senior Lecturer in Law, Queen Mary College, University of London (1978-1985) 

 

Lecturer in Law, Queen Mary College, University of London (1974-1978) 

 

Lecturer in Law, University of Leicester (1969-1974) 

 

 

https://publications.hse.ru/en/articles/185973579
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MAIN VISITING ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS (teaching): 

 

Visiting lecturer, University of Hong Kong, Extra-Mural Department. 1986, 1987, 1988 (External LLB 

degree programme); Visiting Professor and Jay H. Brown Centennial Faculty Fellow in Law, School of 

Law, University of Texas at Austin, 1989; Visiting Professor, Katholiek Universeit Brussel, and 

Facultés Universitaires Saint Louis, Brussels. 1996, 1997 (Master’s programme in Legal Theory); 

Visiting Professor, International Institute for the Sociology of Law, Antigua Universidad, Oñati, 

Gupuzkoa, Spain. 2003, 2004 (Master’s programme in sociology of law). 

 

 

 

MAIN EXTERNAL PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES (since 2007): 

 

Member, Law Sub-Panel, HEFCE Research Assessment Exercise (2005-8); Member, Vlaamse 

Interuniversitaire Raad (Flemish Interuniversity Council) National Assessment Committee for Masters’ 

Degrees in Law [Belgium] (2006-7); Panel Member, Arts and Humanities Research Council 

(Philosophy, Religious Studies and Law) (2006-7); Member, Appointment Committee for Regius Chair 

of Public Law and the Law of Nature  and Nations, University of Edinburgh (2006); External expert 

assessor, Paul K. C. Chung Chair of Jurisprudence, University of Hong Kong (2009); International 

evaluator for appointment of the Director of the Max Planck Institute of Social Anthropology, 

University of Halle  (2011); Member, British Academy Policy Centre working group on ‘Crime and 

Punishment and the Prison’ (2010-13); Expert project assessor (Centres of excellence) for Danish 

National Research Foundation, Copenhagen (2011); Member, Review Panel, Review of Centre for 

Socio-Legal Studies, University of Oxford (2013); Member, Management Committee, British Centre for 

Durkheimian Studies, Institute of Social and Cultural Anthropology, Oxford University (2012-14); 

Panel Member, European Research Council CoG 2017 SH2 assessment panel (Institutions, Values, 

Environment and Space), Brussels (2016-7); Member, Board of Advisors, Cardiff University Centre 

for Law and Society (2017-); Panel Member, European Research Council CoG 2019 SH2 assessment 

panel (Institutions, Values, Environment and Space), Brussels (2018-9); Panel Member, European 

Research Council CoG 2021 SH2 assessment panel (Institutions, Governance and Legal Systems), 

Brussels [online] (2020-1) 

 

 

EDITORIAL BOARD MEMBERSHIPS 

 

Public Law [UK] Member of Editorial Committee (1981-93); Journal of Law and Society [UK].Member 

of Editorial Advisory Board (1986-); Sociologia del Diritto [Italy] Member of International Board of 

Correspondents (1986-);  Law and Society Review [USA] Member of Editorial Advisory Board (1995-8 

and 2007-10);  Griffith Law Review [Australia] Member of Editorial Advisory Board (1990-); Sage 

Encyclopedia of Law and Society [USA] Member of Editorial Advisory Board (2001-7); International 

Journal of Law in Context [UK/USA] Member of Editorial Advisory Board (2004-); Studies in Law, 

Politics and Society [USA] Member of Editorial Board (2004-); Journal of Comparative Law [UK] 

Member of Editorial Board (2005-); Clio & Themis: Revue européenne électronique d’histoire du droit 

[France] Member of the Comité scientifique (2007-20); Property Law Review [Australia] Member of 

Editorial Advisory Board (2010-20);  Droit et Société [France] Member of Conseil scientifique (2011-); 

Comparative Law Review [Poland] Member of Scientific Council (2013-); Ehrlich’s Journal [Ukraine] 

(2018-20). 
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APPOINTMENTS AS EXTERNAL EXAMINER: 

 

 

LLB/LLM - Middlesex University; University of Dundee; King’s College, London; University of 

Warwick; Brunel University; University College London; Brunel University; South Bank University; 

University of Hong Kong; Queen’s University Belfast; University of Lancaster; University of Exeter; 

University of Kent; London School of Economics; School of Oriental and African Studies.   

Ph.D  - Birkbeck University of London; London School of Economics; University College London; 

School of Oriental and African Studies; University of Edinburgh; University of Nottingham; University 

of Glasgow; University of Cambridge, University of North London etc.. 

 

 

INVITED PAPERS, LECTURES etc. (Selected list since 2010) 

 

 

University of Warsaw, Institute of Applied Social Science. Conference to mark 25th anniversary of the 

Chair of Sociology and Anthropology of Custom and Law. May 7th 2010. Paper: ‘Golden Ages: 

Poland, Jazz and the Future of Sociology of Law’ (published in Societas/Communitas). 

 

Queen Mary University of London. Law Department. Staff seminar. Roundtable on Legal Scholarship. 

December 1st 2010. Served as one of three panel members and wrote a circulated background 

paper ‘What is Legal Scholarship for?’ 

 

Video-recorded interview (interviewer H. Hydén; cameraman A. Granqvist) for use in the Master’s 

programme in European Law and Society, Department of Sociology of Law, University of 

Lund. Filmed in London, April 10th 2011. Published by Cybernorms on iTunes. 

  

Socio-Legal Studies Association Annual Conference, University of Sussex, Falmer, Brighton. Paper on 

‘Transnational Economic Networks and Legal Theory’, April 13th 2011 (later version published 

in Perry-Kessaris ed, Socio-Legal Approaches to International Economic Law). 

 

University of Edinburgh, Faculty of Law. Conference to mark the retirement of Prof. Z Bankowski, 

August 22nd, 2011. Invited paper: ‘The Jurist’s Conscience: Moral Responsibility And 

Intellectual Practice’ (published in Del Mar and Michelon eds, The Anxiety of the Jurist). 

 

University of Birmingham, Faculty of Law. Invited staff seminar paper: ‘The Jurist’s Conscience: 

Reflections around Radbruch’. February 22nd 2012. 

 

University of Cardiff. Law Department. Invited staff seminar paper: ‘The Role of the Jurist: Reflections 

around Radbruch’. March 28th, 2012 (published in Ratio Juris).  

 

University of Oxford, Centre for Socio-Legal Studies. 40th Anniversary Conference, Wolfson College. 

Invited paper on ‘Socio-Legal Studies, Law Schools, and Legal and Social Theory’, June 22nd 

2012 (published as SSRN paper: http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2154404). 

Updated version published in Journal of the Oxford Centre for Socio-Legal Studies, 2018). 

 

Institute of Advanced Legal Studies, London. W. G. Hart Workshop on 'Globalisation, Criminal Law 

and Criminal Justice', June 26-28 2012. Plenary lecture: ‘The Concept of Crime and 

Transnational Communities: A Perspective from Socio-legal Theory’. June 26th 2012 (published 

http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2154404
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in Mitsilegas et al eds, Globalisation, Criminal Law and Criminal Justice). 

 

School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London.  Conference on Economic Sociology of 

Law. Invited lecture ‘Rethinking Embeddedness: Law, Economy, Community’ September 19th 

2012 (published in Journal of Law and Society). 

 

University of Fribourg, Switzerland. Conference on the Evolution of Law. Invited paper ‘Why Do 

Jurists Need Sociology of Law? Reflections on Legal Scholarship in the Light of Social Theory’ 

December 2012 (revised version published in Taekema, Van Klink and de Been eds, Facts and 

Norms: Interdisciplinary Reflections on Legal Method). 

 

Queen Mary University of London. UK IVR Annual Conference ‘Legal Theory and Legal History: A 

Neglected Dialogue?’ Paper: ‘The Politics of Jurisprudence Revisited: A Swedish Realist in 

Historical Context’. April 12th 2013 (published in Ratio Juris; revised, extended version in Del 

Mar and Lobban eds, Law in Theory and History). 

 

University College London. Current Legal Issues lecture series (honouring Michael Freeman). July 

2013. Invited paper: ‘Professing Jurisprudence’ (published in Diduck, Peleg and Reece eds, 

Law in Society: Essays in Honour of Michael Freeman). 

 

Saint Petersburg State University, Saint Petersburg. Plenary lecture: ‘Petrazycki and Contemporary 

Socio-Legal Studies’ October 26th 2013 (published in International Journal of Law in Context; 

and in Russian translation in St Petersburg State University Jurisprudence journal).  

 

Saint Petersburg State University. Public lecture to staff and students: ‘Jurists and Philosophers: 

Radbruch and Dworkin’, October 28th 2013 (published in Russian translation in St Petersburg 

State University Jurisprudence journal). 

 

Queen Mary University of London. Conference on ‘Authority in a Transnational Age’, November 8th-9th 

2013. Invited paper: ‘Transnational Legal Authority: A Socio-Legal Perspective’ (published in 

Cotterrell and Del Mar eds, Authority in Transnational Legal Theory). 

 

Sussex University, Department of Law. Invited seminar paper, ‘Law without a Soul? Legal 

Instrumentalism and Ultimate Values’, March 26th 2014. 

 

Socio-Legal Studies Association Annual Conference, Robert Gordon University, Aberdeen. Dinner and 

reception to receive the SLSA’s lifetime achievement award for ‘contributions to the socio-legal 

community’, April 10th 2014. 

 

British Centre for Durkheimian Studies, Institute of Anthropology, University of Oxford. Invited paper 

‘Law without a Soul? Durkheimian Reflections on Law and Ultimate Values’, April 26th 2014. 

 

University of Lund. Invited to visit the Faculty of Law and the Institute of Sociology of Law to present a 

seminar paper ‘Law without a Soul? Legal Instrumentalism and Ultimate Values’ May 8th 2014 

(published in Dahlstrand ed, Festskrift till Karsten Åström) + seminar with PhD students, May 

7th 2014. 

 

University of Warsaw, Faculty of Law and Administration. Invited to deliver the University’s annual 

public Petrazycki Lecture in Legal Theory, on ‘Legal Authority in a Transnational World’, May 

22nd 2014 (published in English and in Polish translation as a booklet by Warsaw University 

Faculty of Law and Administration). Plus, seminar for research students and academics in legal 
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philosophy and sociology of law, May 23rd 2014. 

 

Queen Mary University of London. Launch of festschrift Law, Society and Community (Ashgate, 

September 2014) and associated workshop, September 19th 2014. 

 

Queen Mary University of London. Invited commentator: seminar on Wibren van der Burg’s book The 

Dynamics of Law and Morality. October 29th 2014. 

 

Faculty of Law, University of Singapore. Conference on Pluralist Jurisprudence. Invited paper: ‘Do 

Lawyers Need a Theory of Legal Pluralism?’, February 5th 2015 (published in Halpin and 

Roughan eds, In Pursuit of Pluralist Jurisprudence, 2017).  

 

Graduate School of Law, Kobe University, Japan. Invited lectures: (1) ‘International Economic Law and 

Transnational Law: A Socio-Legal Perspective’, April 9th, 2015; (2) ‘From Living Law to 

Global Legal Pluralism: Rethinking Traditions from a Century of Western Sociology of Law, 

April 11th 2015 (this paper published in Japanese translation in Ho to Shakai Kenkyu: Japanese 

Journal of Sociology of Law. Both papers published in English in Kobe University Law 

Review).  

 

École du Droit, Sciences Po, Paris. Invited seminar paper on ‘Transnational legal authority’, May 7th 

2015. 

 

Queen Mary University of London. Paper for seminar on Tamanaha’s Social Theory of Law: ‘Fog in 

Channel – Continent Cut Off: Concepts of Law and a “Third Branch” of Jurisprudence’, June 

10th 2015. 

 

Georgetown University, Washington, DC. IVR Conference: Law and the Emotions. July 26th – August 

1st 2015. Co-organiser of panel. Paper on ‘Law and Affective Community’, July 27th 2015. 

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3212860  

 

Käte Hamburger Center for Advanced Study on ‘Law as Culture’, Bonn. Conference on ‘The Sacred 

and the Law: The Durkheimian Legacy’. Invited paper on ‘Moral Individualism Today: Human 

Rights and Dignity through a Durkheimian Lens’, October 28th 2015 (published in Gephart ed, 

Law and the Sacred: The Durkheimian Legacy, 2017). 

 

Queen Mary University of London. Invited commentator: book launch for K. Baghai, Social Systems 

Theory and Judicial Review. December 2nd 2015. 

 

Queen Mary University of London. Invited commentator: book launch for M. Giudice, Understanding 

the Nature of Law. March 30th 2016. 

 

Queen Mary University of London. Invited paper for ‘Roundtable: Jurisdiction in a Pluralist World: 

History, Theory, Challenges’. April 28th 2016. 

 

University of Cardiff. Keynote lecture on ‘Theory and Values in Socio-legal Studies’. Conference on 

'Main Currents in the Contemporary Sociology of Law’, June 9th 2016 (published in Journal of 

Law and Society). 

 

Video-recorded interview (interviewer J. Príbán). Cardiff University, June 10th 2016. Published on 

YouTube http://www.cardiff.ac.uk/research/explore/research-units/centre-of-law-and-society  

 

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3212860
http://www.cardiff.ac.uk/research/explore/research-units/centre-of-law-and-society
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Institute of Advanced Legal Studies, London. W. G. Hart Workshop on ‘Valuing Expertise - Legal, 

Normative and Social Dimensions’, September 20-21st 2016. Keynote lecture, ‘What Is Juristic 

Expertise?’ (Adapted version published in Cotterrell, Sociological Jurisprudence). 

 

Stockholm University, Faculty of Law. Invited seminar paper: ‘Lundstedt, Radbruch and the Nature of 

the Jurist’s Role’, April 25th 2017. 

 

Lund University, Department of Sociology of Law. Invited seminar paper: ‘A Legal Sketch-map of 

Culture?’, April 27th 2017 (adapted version published in Banakar et al eds, Festskrift till Håkan 

Hydén, 2019) + informal seminar for postgraduate students, April 26th.  

 

ATLAS Agora, Queen Mary University of London. Invited lecture: ‘The Distinctiveness of the Jurist’s 

Role’, June 22nd, 2017. 

 

University of Kent. Symposium: ‘Power, property and the law of trusts revisited: Roger Cotterrell’s 

contribution to critical trusts scholarship’, October 25-6, 2017. Contributed an afterword ‘Trust 

and Critique after Three Decades’ for the proposed book of essays from the symposium. 

 

Queen Mary University of London: Book Symposium: Cotterrell, Sociological Jurisprudence 

(Routledge, 2018). Chair: Nicola Lacey. Introduction about the book, and comment on papers 

by Sean Coyle, Mauro Zamboni, Sanne Taekema and Julia Eckert, April 25th, 2018. 

(Symposium papers by Zamboni, Taekema, Eckert and Cotterrell published in Ratio Juris, 

2019; paper by Coyle published in Modern Law Review). 

 

Stockholm University Faculty of Law. Invited seminar paper: ‘The Problem of Authority in 

Transnational Law’, May 28th, 2019. 

 

Aarhus University Faculty of Law. Colloquium on Access to Justice. Invited keynote lecture: ‘Access to 

Justice, Moral Distance and Changing Demands on Law’, November 21st, 2019 (published in 

Windsor Yearbook of Access to Justice, 2020). + Comments on Bettina Lemann Kristiansen et 

al, ‘Transnationalism and Legal Actors: Legitimacy in Question’, November 22nd, 2019. 

 

Sheffield University, School of Law. Seminar paper: ‘Harold Laski in China: A Comment on Rights in 

Theory and Practice’. In Virtual Workshop on ‘Harold Laski and his Chinese Disciples’, July 

2nd, 2020. https://eu-lti.bbcollab.com/recording/bf24af1945fd401ca2bf186f32cb451d  

 

Bremen University. Invited paper: ‘Harold Laski’. Online international conference: Dissenting Voices – 

European thought between tradition and rupture, January 8th, 2021. Via Zoom. 

 

Lund University. Lecture on Zoom in Memory of Reza Banakar: ‘The Place of a Stepchild: Notes on the 

Establishment of Modern Sociology of Law’, March 17th, 2021 (published in Hydén, Cotterrell, 

Nelken and Schultz eds, Combining the Legal and the Social in Sociology of Law: An Homage 

to Reza Banakar, 2023). 

 

University of Bonn. Käte Hamburger Center for Advanced Study ‘Law as Culture’. International Zoom 

Conference: Communities and the(ir) Law, July 1st, 2021. Invited paper: ‘Communal Networks 

and the Regulation of Multicultural Society’ (published in W. Gephart and D. Witte eds, 

Communities and the(ir) Law, 2023). 

 

University College Cork, Ireland. Plenary address, ‘A Jurisprudence for Crisis Times?’, at the Annual 

Conference of the Irish Association of Law Teachers, November 20th, 2021 (online) (extended 

https://eu-lti.bbcollab.com/recording/bf24af1945fd401ca2bf186f32cb451d
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version published in Irish Jurist). 

 

Queen Mary University of London. ‘Is Your Constitution Really Necessary?’ Invited online comment 

paper at launch of Cormac McAmlaigh’s book New Constitutional Horizons: Towards a 

Pluralist Constitutional Theory. February 23rd, 2022.  

 

East China University of Political Science and Law, Shanghai. Invited online public lecture on 

‘Sociology of Law and Sociological Jurisprudence’, September 16th, 2022.  

 

Cardiff University. Annual lecture of the Centre for the Study of Law and Society: ‘A Socio-Legal 

Quest: From Jurisprudence to Sociology of Law and Back Again’, November 16th, 2022 

(published in Journal of Law and Society, 2023). 

 

Video-recorded biographical interview (interviewers J. Hendry, N. Creutzfeldt) for Max Planck Institute 

project on the evolution of socio-legal studies in Germany and the UK. February 6th, 2023. 

 

Cardiff University Centre of Law and Society. Symposium: ‘Theory in Socio-Legal Studies: Revisiting 

the Cotterrell-Nelken Debate’. Comment in response to papers by Nafay Choudhury and Isobel 

Roele, November 1st, 2023. 

 

John Paul II Catholic University of Lublin. Contributed comments online at the 40th Human Rights 

Days, December 14th, 2023. 

 

Queen Mary University of London. Comment: ‘Evgeny Pashukanis’, and chair of panel session in 

conference on ‘Pashukanis and Law’, January 11th, 2024.  

 

Hinde Street Methodist Church, London. Talk on ‘Religion and Politics: Conrad Noel’s Christian 

Socialism’, January 18th, 2024.  

 

 

[2.2024] 

 

 

 

FOR PUBLICATIONS SEE SEPARATE LIST         

 

         

 

                                                 

 


