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Welcome to the School of Geography! 
 
Along with our colleagues and your soon-to-be fellow students, we are looking forward to 
welcoming you to Queen Mary. Whether you will be studying at the College for a semester or 
for a whole year, we hope that you will find your time here intellectually stimulating and 
enjoyable.  
 
This handbook provides details of modules in the School of Geography that are available to 
Associate and Erasmus students. Geography is a discipline that spans the natural and social 
sciences and we offer a range of interesting, relevant and intellectually challenging modules 
on a wide variety of topics. The breadth of the subject area means that we have something to 
offer most study abroad students, whatever their major. 
 
There are several other reasons why we think you would enjoy studying modules in 
Geography: 

- We are among the best Schools of Geography in the world having been ranked joint 
first in the UK’s most recent Research Assessment Exercise with three-quarters of 
the research produced by the staff who will be teaching you judged to be ‘world-
leading’ or ‘internationally excellent’ (we’re equal with Oxford, Cambridge, Bristol and 
Durham!) 

- We also came joint fourth for Human Geography in the 2009 National Student 
Survey, which follows a top 5 ranking for Physical Geography in 2007. 

- Our staff are friendly and supportive and our students welcoming and sociable. 
 
As a number of our modules deal with London and the UK and their place within the wider 
world, studying with us has the potential to significantly enrich your experience of living in the 
UK. Some of our options also include field courses, providing an opportunity to visit other 
parts of the country. So, whether you are interested in the history of Victorian London or 
environmental pollution, geopolitics and the ‘war on terror’ or river management, health, 
place and inequality or environmental hazards, gender and development or earth surface 
processes and landforms – geography at Queen Mary has something to offer! 
 
In order to take our modules it is not necessary to have studied geography previously. In 
most cases no prior study is required. However, in certain modules relevant background 
study in a related area would be of some benefit. We aim to be flexible in such cases, 
considering individual circumstances and experience and are happy to advise students on 
whether a module is likely to be suitable. We are here to help, so if you any questions about 
our modules we recommend that you email the module relevant module convenors (listed in 
this handbook). 
 
If you want to know more about the School, we recommend that you have a good look at our 
website – www.geog.qmul.ac.uk – where you can find all sorts of information about our 
teaching programmes, news and events, and profiles of staff and their research and teaching 
interests. If you have any general queries, please contact one of us. We look forward to 
meeting you soon! 
 
Dr Alastair Owens, Director of Studies 

a.j.owens@qmul.ac.uk 
Dr Steve Cummins, Associate and Erasmus Student Co-ordinator 

s.c.j.cummins@qmul.ac.uk 

/geography/


Email contacts: module convenors and key staff 
 
 
Dr Tim Brown       tim.brown@qmul.ac.uk 
GEG4109 Research Methods in Human Geography 
 
Dr Simon Carr       s.j.carr@qmul.ac.uk 
GEG4201 Earth: Portrait of a Planet 
GEG4202 Earth Surface Processes and Landforms 
GEG4207 Planet Earth: Global Systems 
 
Dr Steve Cummins  
Associate and Erasmus Student Co-ordinator  s.c.j.cummins@qmul.ac.uk 
GEG5107/GEG5107A/GEG5107B Health, Inequality  
and Society 
 
Dr Murray Gray      j.m.gray@qmul.ac.uk 
GEG6208 Geodiversity and Geoconservation 
 
Dr Beth Greenhough      b.j.greenhough@qmul.ac.uk 
GEG4102 Environment, Nature and Society 
 
Dr Kate Heppell      c.m.heppell@qmul.ac.uk 
GEG6205 Environmental Pollution Management 
 
Dr Dave Horne      d.j.horne@qmul.ac.uk 
GEG6203 Environmental Hazards 
 
Dr Al James       a.james@qmul.ac.uk 
GEG5111 Spaces of Uneven Development 
 
Dr Simon Lewis      s.lewis@qmul.ac.uk 
GEG4205 Global Environmental Issues 
 
Professor Jon May      j.may@qmul.ac.uk 
GEG5110 Society, Culture and Space 
 
Professor Jaap van der Meer     j.meer@qmul.ac.uk 
GEG6202 Cold Environments 
 
Dr Cathy McIlwaine      c.j.mcilwaine@qmul.ac.uk 
GEG4104 Globalisation, Development and Inequality 
GEG6101 Gender and Development 
 
Professor Catherine Nash     c.nash@qmul.ac.uk 
GEG4103 Geographical Perspectives 
 
Professor Miles Ogborn     m.j.ogborn@qmul.ac.uk 
GEG6105 Global Historical Geographies 
 
Dr Alastair Owens      a.j.owens@qmul.ac.uk 
Director of Studies 
GEG4106 Reinventing Britain 
GEG6117 Victorian London: Economy, Society 
and Culture 
 
 



Dr Bronwyn Parry      b.parry@qmul.ac.uk 
GEG6115 Cultures of Regulation: the Globalisation  
of Environmental Governance 
 
Dr David Pinder      d.pinder@qmul.ac.uk 
GEG4101 Critical Human Geographies 
 
Dr Simon Reid-Henry      s.reid-henry@qmul.ac.uk 
GEG6116 The Geopolitics of Life  
 
Dr Geraldene Wharton     g.wharton@qmul.ac.uk 
GEG6215 Water and Catchment Management 
 
For general departmental enquires, please contact 
Eszter Gillay       e.gillay@qmul.ac.uk 
Undergraduate Administrator     +44 (0)20 7882 8168 
 
 
 
Some comments from past students… 
 
Thank you for an excellent class – it was one of the best I have ever taken, without a doubt. 
This was a great class and as an associate student I found it a fantastic way to learn about 
this history of London. 
 

GEG6117 Victorian London: Economy, Society and Culture 
 
 
Coming here and learning about the geography of Great Britain adds more to my experience 
as a study abroad student. 
I really enjoyed your class, especially as an abroad student, because it helped to further give 
me a new perspective on the country that I've called home now for three months. This is a 
perspective that I wouldn't have gained without this class.  
 

GEG4106 Reinventing Britain 
 

 



GEG4101 CRITICAL HUMAN GEOGRAPHIES 
 
Rating: 15 credits 
Prerequisites: None 
 
Lectures:  22, semester B 
Seminars:  - 
Practicals: - 
Fieldwork: - 
 
Assessment:  2.5 hour examination    70% 
 one course essay (1,500 words)  30% 
 
Module convener: Dr David Pinder 
Lecturer:  Dr David Pinder and Dr Jason Lim 
 
Module Aims: 
The module aims to provide first year undergraduates with a strong foundation in critical 
geographical thought. It will do so by tracing the development of a number of key debates 
within critical human geography; by introducing a range of radical perspectives, including 
anarchism, Marxism, feminism, sexuality politics and postcolonialism; and by showing how the 
production of geographical knowledge is tied to politics and struggles outside as well as within 
the academy.  
 
Module Outline: 
How have understandings of geography informed political struggles and protest? How have 
attempts to change the world have shaped the discipline of geography? This module situates 
geographical knowledge in relation to social and political change. Geography has a long 
tradition of radical thought, from early anarchist thinkers who raised questions about 
environmental and social justice to today’s critical human geographies that reveal the 
connections between power, politics and geographical knowledge. The module provides a 
strong foundation in such critical geographical thinking by introducing a range of radical 
perspectives and key debates, including anarchism, Marxism, feminism, sexuality politics and 
postcolonialism. It considers how the study of geography is tied to politics and struggles 
outside as well as within the academy by introducing questions of scholarship, activism and 
social change from a geographical perspective. Case studies illustrate the spatiality of political 
practice and the politics of geographical thought. The module complements GEG4103 
Geographical Perspectives in developing themes in the history and philosophy of geography. 
 
Learning Outcomes: 
Knowledge:  
- an understanding of critical geographical thought and a range of radical perspectives in 

geography 
- the ability to demonstrate how these perspectives have revealed and resisted certain 

power relations that have constituted geographical knowledge 
- an understanding of the ways in which attempts to change the world have shaped the 

discipline of geography and the ways in which geography has informed political struggles 
and protest 

Skills 
- critical reading and writing skills 
- analytical engagement with both empirical and theoretical work in geography and other 

disciplines 
- analysis of a variety of textual and visual source material 
- self-reflexive and creative learning 
 



Preliminary Reading: 
 
The core text for the module is:  
 
Blunt, A. and Wills, J. (2000) Dissident geographies: an introduction to radical ideas and 
practice. Harlow: Prentice Hall.  
 
Other key texts include:  
 
Barnes, T. and Gregory, D. (eds)  (1997) Reading human geography: the poetics and politics 
of inquiry. London: Arnold.  
 
Gregory, D. et al (eds) (2009) The dictionary of human geography. Oxford: Blackwell. Fifth 
edition.   
 
Henderson, G. and Waterstone, M. (eds) (2008) Geographic thought: a praxis perspective. 
London and New York: Routledge. 
 
Holloway, S., Rice, S., and Valentine, G. (eds) (2003) Key concepts in geography. London: 
Sage.  
 
Hubbard, P., Kitchen, R. and Valentine, G. (eds) (2004) Key thinkers in geography. London: 
Sage.  
 
 



GEG4102 ENVIRONMENT, NATURE & SOCIETY 
 
Rating: 15 credits 
 
Lectures: 2 hours per week, semester A 
Seminars: - 
Practicals: - 
Fieldwork: - 
 
Assessment:  Essay 1,500 words 50% 
 Essay 1,500 words from previous exam papers 50% 
 
Module convener: Dr Beth Greenhough  
Lecturers: Dr Beth Greenhough, Dr Tim Brown, Dr Steve Cummins,  
 
Module aims: 
This module aims to: 

• examine key themes in environment-society relations 
• introduce students to a range of contemporary geographical approaches to studying 

the relationship between environment and society  
• explore these themes and approaches through a series of health-related case studies 

 
Module outline: 
In the 21st century the environment is at the top of many political agendas. However, what the 
diverse groups of stakeholders (politicians, scientists, environmental pressure groups and the 
general public) mean when they say ‘environment’ can vary hugely, and this has implications 
for how we think about environmental issues and how we tackle environmental problems. This 
module looks at some of the ways in which geographers have theorised and researched the 
relationships between environment and society. The module begins with an overview of 
different approaches to studying environment-society relations followed by a series of case-
studies each of which use the issue of health as a starting point for thinking through the 
implications of different types and scales of human-environment relations, including: climate 
and health, famine, health and environment and obesogenic environments. 
 
Learning outcomes: 
Knowledge and understanding: 

• Familiarity with a range of key themes in the study of environment-society relations. 
• Understanding of the differences between contemporary geographical approaches to 

studying environment-society relations. 
• An appreciation of how a geographical perspective can be used to explore 

environment-society relations in the context of a range of health-related case studies. 
Skills: 

• Familiarity with a range of sources of information and data. 
• Ability to construct arguments in written form through the module essay and 

examination. 
 
Preliminary reading: 
Bingham, N. N. Blowers, A. and Belshaw, C. 2003. Contested Environments. 

Chichester, Wiley. 
Castree, N. and Braun, B. 2001. Social Nature: Theory, Practice, and Politics. Oxford, 

Blackwell. 
Cloke, P. Crang, P. and Goodwin, M. 2005.  Introducing Human Geographies. London: Arnold. 

Chapters 1, 10, 11, 19, 23 and 33. 
Cronon, W. 1996. Uncommon Ground: Rethinking the Human Place in Nature. 

London, Norton. 

 



Kearns, G. 2004. Environmental History. In Duncan, J., Johnson, N. and Schein, R. (eds.) A 
Companion to Cultural Geography .Oxford, Blackwell. 

MacNaughton, P. and Urry, J. 1998. Contested Natures. London: Sage. 

 

http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=si3_rdr_bb_author?index=books&field%2dauthor%2dexact=Nuala%20Johnson
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=si3_rdr_bb_author?index=books&field%2dauthor%2dexact=Richard%20Schein


GEG4103 GEOGRAPHICAL PERSPECTIVES 
 
Rating: 15 credits 
 
Lectures: 2 hours per week, Semester A 
Seminars: - 
Practicals: - 
Fieldwork: - 
 
Assessment: Essay 1,500 words 50% 
 Essay 1,500 words from previous exam papers 50% 
 
Module convener: Professor Catherine Nash 
Lecturers: Professor Catherine Nash 
 
Module aims: 
The module aims to introduce the history of geography alongside key ideas and approaches 
shaping the discipline today. It aims to provide a clear foundation for understanding the variety 
of ways in which geographers interpret the world and a broad introduction to studying 
geography. 
 
Module outline: 
If ‘geography’ means ‘writing the world,’ geographers write the world in different ways. This 
module explores the nature of geography and debates about what geography has been, is and 
should be. In the first weeks of the course we consider the question of ‘what is geography?’ 
and address the diversity of the discipline and its science, social science and humanities 
traditions. We then take a step back and consider the making of the discipline and the 
historical relationships between geography and imperialism. In the next lectures we consider 
some of the key practices that are often argued to be distinctively geographical: exploration, 
fieldwork and mapping. This is followed by a field trip to the Royal Geographical Society. In the 
second half of the module we consider some of the core concepts of the discipline including 
space and place, scale and interconnection, landscape and nature. Towards the end of the 
module we return to questions of the relationship between geography and society by 
considering debates about the subject’s usefulness, the idea of geographers as political or 
environmental activists and attempts to develop innovative collaborative ways of ‘doing 
geography’ beyond the boundaries of academic geography. 
 
Learning outcomes: 
Knowledge and Understanding:  

• an understanding of the history of geography and key ideas and approaches shaping 
the discipline today, 

• an understanding of the variety of ways in which geographers interpret the world. 
Skills: 

• critical reading and writing skills, 
• analytical engagement with both empirical and theoretical work in geography, 
• analysis of a variety of textual and visual source material, 
• self-reflexive and creative learning. 

 
Preliminary reading: 
Bonnett, A. (2008) What is geography? London: Sage 
Castree, N., Rogers, A. and Sherman, D. eds. (2005) Questioning Geography: 
Fundamental Debates, Oxford: Blackwell.  
Holloway, S. L., Rice, S. P., and Valentine, G. eds. (2003) Key Concepts in 
Geography, London: Sage 
Matthews, J. A. and Herbert, D. T. (2008) Geography: A Very Short Introduction, 
Oxford; Oxford University Press. 



GEG4104 GLOBALISATION, DEVELOPMENT & INEQUALITY 
 
Rating: 15 credits 
 
Lectures: 2 hours per week, semester B 
Seminars: - 
Practicals: - 
Fieldwork: - 
 
Assessment: 2 hour examination 80% 
 Coursework  20% 
 
Module convener: Dr Cathy McIlwaine 
Lecturers: Dr Cathy McIlwaine and Professor Adrian Smith 
 
Module aims: 
This module aims to: 

1 To enable students to develop an understanding of how processes of globalisation, 
economic and social development and inequality are important in the contemporary 
world 

 
2 To enable students to appreciate the interconnectedness of the contemporary world 

and the significance of this to understand contemporary cultural, economic and social 
formations 

 
Module outline: 
This module introduces students to issues concerning economic and cultural globalisation and 
their intersection with development and inequality at a global scale. By the end of the module, 
students will have knowledge of debates surrounding globalisation and development, how 
economic and socio-cultural aspects of globalisation are connected and several of the key 
issues surrounding development issues, including poverty and aid. 
 
Learning outcomes: 
Knowledge and Understanding: 

1. explore debates around globalisation, focusing on global inequalities and uneven 
development, 

2. develop a critical understanding of the contemporary world space economy and the 
global economic shifts and linkages shaping the global economy, 

3. examine the role of international institutions in global uneven development, the 
distribution of power in the global economy and the functioning of global commodity 
chains, 

4. explore how new linkages are generated between people and places as a 
consequence of the introduction of new informational and space shrinking 
technologies, 

5. understand the nature of contemporary development , 
6. develop an understanding of issues such as debt, aid and poverty. 

Skills: 
1. develop analytical perspectives on globalisation and the nature of global inequalities, 
2. develop reading skills and the ability to summarise large bodies of information, 
3. develop the ability to use analytical concepts in relation to current affairs (through 

coursework), 
4. develop group working skills and debating techniques. 

 
Preliminary reading 
Allen, T. and Thomas, A. (eds) (2000) Poverty and Development into the 21st Century. Oxford, 

Oxford University Press. 
Castells, M. (1989) The Informational City: Information Technology, Economic Restructuring, 



and the Urban Regional Process.  Blackwell, Oxford. 
Chant, S. and McIlwaine, C. (2009) Geographies of Development in the 21st Century: an 

Introduction to the Global South, Edward Elgar, London. 
Crang, P. (2005) ‘Local-global’, in Cloke, P, Crang, P and Goodwin, M., eds., Introducing 
Human  

Geographies.  Arnold London, second edition.  
Desai, V. and Potter, R.B. (eds.) (2008) The Companion to Development Studies, 2nd edition. 

Arnold, London.  
Dicken, P. (2007) Global Shift: Mapping the Changing Contours of the World Economy, 

London: Sage, 5th edition.   
Elllwood, W. (2001) The No-Nonsense Guide to Globalization, Verso.   
Held, D. and McGrew. A. (eds), (2002) Governing Globalization, Polity Press. 
Held, D. and McGrew, A. (2002) Globalization/Anti-Globalization, Polity.   
Johnston, R.J., Taylor, P.J. and Watts, M.J. (eds) (2002) Geographies of Global Change: 

Mapping the World, second edition, Blackwell.   
King, A. (ed) Culture, Globalization and the World-System, Macmillan  
Potter, R et al. (2008) Geographies of Development. 3rd edition,  Harlow, Longman. 
Tomlinson, J. (1999) Globalization and Culture, Polity Press, Cambridge.  
Stiglitz, J. (2002) Globalization and its Discontents, Norton and Co. 
 
 



GEG4106 REINVENTING BRITAIN 
 
Rating: 15 credits 
Prerequisites: None 
Lectures/seminars: 1 hour per week (Semester B) 
Fieldwork: Compulsory 5 day residential field course based in Durham (North East 

England) Provisional dates: 28 March–1 April 2011. Approximate cost 
£170 

Assessment: 1x 2,000 word written assignment linked to thematic 
lectures/seminars in the first part of the module worth 50%. 

 1x Group presentation linked to field course (to be given on final 
day of field course) worth 10%. 

 1x 1,500 word written assignment linked to field course worth 
40%. 

Module convener: Dr Alastair Owens 
Lecturers: Dr Alastair Owens, Dr Kathryn Cassidy, Dr Jason Lim 
 
Module aims: 
(i) To offer students a critical assessment of ongoing processes of reinvention and change 

(economic, social, cultural and political) in Britain over the last three decades and which 
underpin Britain’s transition to the so-called ‘New Economy’.  

(ii) To outline and illustrate the spatially uneven patterns of socioeconomic growth and 
decline that have accompanied these transitions. 

(iii) To demonstrate how recent economic, social, cultural and political processes of Britain’s 
reinvention are mutually constitutive, and hence cannot be understood independently of 
one another. 

(iv) To introduce the role of different policy actors in facilitating and responding to these 
complex changes on the ground.  

 
Module outline: 
It is now widely accepted that over the last three decades Britain has experienced a series of 
profound changes across its economic, social, cultural and political landscapes. This module 
examines some of the key elements of this reinvention of Britain since the 1970s in the context 
of an increasingly global economy. It explores a range of topics including the uneven 
geographies of deindustrialisation and crisis; Britain’s new service economy; gender shifts in 
employment and unemployment; migrant labour; place-based competition and new forms of 
urban regeneration. These various dimensions of Britain’s contemporary reinvention will be 
discussed in the wider context of changing philosophies and instruments of government policy 
intervention. A key focus will be on the North East of England: a region that has experienced 
profound social and economic change. The module will be delivered through an innovative mix 
of seminars, lectures and field teaching. It includes a compulsory five day residential field 
course based in Durham in the North East of England (students will be required to pay some 
of the costs). The module is open to Associate Students. 
 
Learning outcomes: 
Knowledge and Understanding: 
• Understanding of the spatial dimensions of dynamics of major economic, social, cultural 

and political changes in contemporary Britain over the last three decades, 
• Recognition of the way in which such changing patterns help create new geographical 

divisions and inequalities, and understand that these are complex issues both 
conceptually and empirically, 

• Understanding of how to interpret and explain such changes geographically.   
 



Skills: 
• Practical experience of qualitative research methods in the field (in-depth interviews, 

carrying out and writing up observational fieldwork), 
• Practical experience of administering questionnaire surveys in the field, 
• improved fieldwork skills, 
• improved team and group-working skills, 
• Development of skills in critical essay reading and writing. 

 
Preliminary reading 
Coe, N and Jones, A. 2010, eds. The Economic Geography of the UK. Sage, London. If you 

want to buy a book that would support the module, this is the most up-to-date volume. 
Published on 30 September 2010, it costs around £23.99. 

Dorling, D. and Thomas, B. 2004. People and Places: A 2001 Census Atlas of the UK. Policy 
Press, Bristol 

Gardiner, V. and Matthews, H. 2000. The Changing Geography of the United Kingdom. 
Routledge, Oxford 

Graham, D., Hardill, I. and Kofman E., 2001. Human Geography of the United Kingdom: An 
Introduction. Routledge, Oxford 

Dorling, D. 2005. Human Geography of the UK, Sage. London. 
McDowell, L.M., 2003. Redundant Masculinities? Employment Change and White Working 

Class Youth. Blackwell, Oxford, 304pp 
Mohan, J., 1999. A United Kingdom? Economic, Social and Political Geographies. Arnold, 

London 
 



GEG4109 RESEARCH METHODS IN HUMAN GEOGRAPHY 
 
Rating: 15 credits 
Lectures: 1 hour per week, Semester A 
 
Practicals: 1.5 hours per week, Semester A 
Assessment: Interviewing Exercise Group interview performance (worth 10%); one 

side A4 newspaper article based on interview transcripts (worth 40%) 
 Survey Analysis Exercise In class SPSS practical assessment (worth 

10%); two side A4 executive summary based on quantitative analysis of 
questionnaire survey (worth 40%). 

Module convener: Dr Tim Brown 
Module lecturers: Dr Tim Brown, Dr Kathryn Cassidy 
 
Module aims and outline: 
The module provides an introduction to research methods in human geography. It aims to 
equip students with basic skills to enable them to carry out their own research and to evaluate 
critically the studies and work of others. It is a practically based module, delivered via a mix of 
lectures, workshops and group exercises. Research involves the collection, collation and 
analysis of data or information. The focus in the first section of the module will be on 
interviewing with the aim to generate qualitative data and, in the second half of the module, 
emphasis is placed on collecting quantitative survey data. Both types of data will be coded, 
analysed and subsequently interpreted using approaches appropriate to the data collected. 
 
Learning outcomes: 
By the end of this module students will have: 
Knowledge 
• an understanding of the scope and limits of qualitative and quantitative research 

methodologies and their use in human geography 
• an understanding of key principles of interview design and qualitative data analysis 
• an understanding of basic questionnaire design and quantitative data analysis, including 

descriptive statistics (frequency distributions, measures of central tendency and 
dispersion) and basic inferential statistics (t-tests, Chi-square tests and simple regression) 

Skills 
• developed their computing skills through learning to use SPSS – a survey and statistical 

analysis package 
• developed core skills in in-depth interviewing 
• developed basic skills in questionnaire design, piloting and deploying a survey in the field 

 
A detailed handout describing the module programme, assessment methods, arrangements 
for feedback on progress during the module and a reference list will be provided in the 
introductory session to the module.   
 
Preliminary Reading: 
Clifford, N., French, S. and Valantine, G. (2010, eds) Key Methods in Geography. 2nd Edition, 

Sage, London. (the first edition, published in 2003, is also useful) 
Field, A. (2000) Discovering Statistics using SPSS. Sage, London. 
Gilbert, N. (2000) Researching Social Life. Sage, London. 
Hoggart, K., Lees, L. and Davies, A. (2002) Researching Human Geography Arnold, London. 
 
 



GEG4201  EARTH: PORTRAIT OF A PLANET 
 
Rating: 30 credits 
 
Lectures: 2 per week, semesters A & B 
Seminars: - 
Practicals: - 
Fieldwork: - 
 
Assessment: Examination    80% 
 Coursework    20% 
 
Module conveners: Dr Simon Carr 
Lecturers: Various 
 
Module aims: 
The module is designed to be in two halves (which can be taken as separate units). The first 
half aims to explain global distributions and processes, while the second half adopts a more 
local scale and aims to examine earth surface processes and resulting landforms. Lectures 
focus on introducing basic concepts, directing you to core reading, as well as identifying 
specific areas and issues of research interest within the School of Geography at QMUL. 
 
Module outline: 
The module introduces the global nature of Physical Geography, dealing with the structure of 
the Earth, and the major global processes that shape the physical environment. Much of our 
understanding of the physical environment is based on the investigation of the processes 
operating at the Earths surface. This module focuses on understanding some of these 
processes, and how they lead to the development of the physical environment.  
 
Learning outcomes: 
By the end of the module students should have a sound understanding of basic concepts of 
physical geology and geography at the global and local scales. They should be able to 
appreciate the inter-relationships between, for example, atmosphere and ocean, rocks and 
soil. They should have an understanding of the distributions, processes and environmental 
changes over the 4.6 billion years of Earth history. 
Knowledge
• understand the structure of planet Earth, including the movement and consequences of 

plate movements; 
• understand the structure and circulation of the atmosphere and oceans including the 

hydrological cycle and other global cycles; 
• appreciate the inter-relationships between different planetary elements; 
• be aware of the materials, processes and landforms of the Earth's surface 
Skills     
• greater understanding of the planet and how it has evolved to its present form, structure 

and composition 
• appreciation of the diversity and value of materials, landforms and materials of the Earth's 

surface; 
 
Preliminary reading: 
Holden, J. (2008) An introduction to Physical Geography and the Environment (2nd Edition) 

Pearson Prentice-Hall, London, 762pp. 
Marshak, S. (2008) Earth: portrait of a planet. 3rd Edition. W.W. Norton & Co Ltd, New York, 

832pp. 
 



GEG4202 EARTH SURFACE PROCESSES AND LANDFORMS 
 
Rating: 15 credits 
 
Lectures: 2 per week, semester B 
Seminars: - 
Practicals: - 
Fieldwork: - 
 
Assessment: examination 80% 
 Coursework 20% 
 
Module convener: Dr Simon Carr 
Lecturers: Various  
 
 
Module aims: 
The module is aims to examine earth surface processes and resulting landforms from regional 
to local scales. Lectures focus on introducing basic concepts, directing you to core reading, as 
well as identifying specific areas and issues of research interest within the Department of 
Geography at QMUL. 
 
Module outline: 
The module introduces your understanding of the physical environment, focusing on the 
investigation of the processes operating at the Earths surface. This module focuses on 
understanding some of these processes, and how they lead to the development of the physical 
environment. 
 
Learning outcomes: 
By the end of the module students should have a sound understanding of basic concepts of 
physical geology and geography at local scale. They should be able to appreciate the inter-
relationships between, for example, rocks, sediments and soils. 
 
Knowledge
By the end of the module students should have  
• a sound understanding of basic concepts of physical geology and geography at the local 

scale.  
• ability to appreciate the inter-relationships between, for example, rocks, sediments and 

soils. 
• understand the inter-relationships between different physical elements; 
• be aware of the materials, processes and landforms of the Earth's surface 
 
Skills
• appreciation of the diversity and value of materials, landforms and materials of the Earth's 

surface; 
 
Preliminary reading: 
Holden, J. (2008) An introduction to Physical Geography and the Environment (2nd Edition) 

Pearson Prentice-Hall, London, 762pp. 
Marshak, S. (2008) Earth: portrait of a planet. 3rd Edition. W.W. Norton & Co Ltd, New York, 

832pp. 
 



GEG4205 GLOBAL ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 
 
Rating: 15 credits 
 
Lectures: 2 hours per week, semester A 
Seminars: - 
Practicals: - 
Fieldwork: - 
 
Assessment:  Group project 30% 
 Essay 2,000 words from previous exam papers 70% 
 
Module convener: Dr Simon Lewis 
Lecturers: Dr Gemma Harvey, Dr Simon Lewis 
 
Module aims: 
The module aims to introduce and provide basic knowledge about a selection of environmental 
issues.  The scientific background and underpinning to the issues will be introduced in a basic 
and accessible manner for a non-specialist audience.  The complexity and interconnections in 
such problems will be illustrated and possible solutions considered.  
 
Module outline: 
The module examines a selection of the wide range of environmental issues facing the world 
today.  The main global environmental cycles and the history of human impact on the 
environment will be considered.  Other topics considered include air pollution, water pollution 
and management, waste disposal, energy resources, global warming and natural hazards. 
 
Learning outcomes: 
Knowledge 
• an understanding of the operation of selected components of natural systems, 
• an understanding of the nature of human interventions in natural systems; impacts and 

solutions, 
• a knowledge of the nature of resource exploitation and the issues arising from it. 
 
Skills 
• the ability to gather and collate information on a range of environmental issues, 
• the ability to integrate knowledge and connect components of this module with other 

modules. 
 
Preliminary reading: 
Boyle, G. (2004) Renewable Energy. Power for a Sustainable Future. Oxford University Press, 

Oxford. 
Goudie, A. (2005) Human Impact on the Natural Environment. 6th Edition. Wiley-Blackwell. 
Harris, F.C. (2003) Global Environmental Issues. John Wiley & Sons, Chichester. 
Hinchcliffe, S., Blowers, A. and Freeland, J. (2003) (eds) Understanding Environmental Issues. 

John Wiley and Sons Ltd, Chichester. 
Kemp, A.D. 2004. Exploring Environmental  Issues: an Integrated Approach. Routledge, 

London. 
Middleton, N.J. (2008) The Global Casino: An Introduction to Environmental Issues. 4th 

Edition. Arnold. 
Pearce, F. (2007) When the Rivers Run Dry. What happens when our water runs out? Eden 

Project Books, Transworld Publishers, London. 
 
 
 



 

GEG4207 PLANET EARTH: GLOBAL SYSTEMS 
 
Rating: 15 credits 
 
Lectures: 2 per week, semester A 
Seminars: - 
Practicals: - 
Fieldwork: - 
 
Assessment: journal review (500 words) 20% 
 coursework essay from previous exam papers (2,000 words) 80% 
 
Module convener: Dr Simon Carr 
Lecturers: Various  
 
 
Module aims: 
The module introduces you to global systems and processes. Lectures focus on introducing 
basic concepts, directing you to core reading, as well as identifying specific areas and issues 
of research interest within the Department of Geography at QMUL. 
 
Module outline: 
The module examines the physical geology and geography of the Earth at the global scale. It 
covers such topics as global tectonics, the global hydrological system, global feedbacks and 
climate change. 
 
Learning outcomes: 
By the end of the module students should have a sound understanding of basic concepts of 
physical geology and geography at the global scale. They should be able to appreciate the 
inter-relationships between, for example, atmosphere and ocean. They should have an 
understanding of the distributions, processes and environmental changes over the 4.6 billion 
years of Earth history. 
 
Knowledge
• understand the structure of planet Earth, including the movement and consequences of 

plate movements; 
• understand the structure and circulation of the atmosphere and oceans including the 

hydrological cycle and other global cycles; 
• appreciate the inter-relationships and feedbacks between different planetary elements; 
 
Skills 
• greater understanding of the planet and how it has evolved to its present form, structure 

and composition 
 
Preliminary reading: 
Holden, J. (2008) An introduction to Physical Geography and the Environment (2nd Edition) 

Pearson Prentice-Hall, London, 762pp. 
Marshak, S. (2008) Earth: portrait of a planet. 3rd Edition. W.W. Norton & Co Ltd, New York, 

832pp. 
  

 



GEG5107  HEALTH, INEQUALITY & SOCIETY 
 
Rating:   30 credits 
 
Lectures:   two per week 
Seminars:   incorporated into lectures 
Practicals:  - 
Fieldwork:  - 
 
Assessment:   2 hour examination 60% 
   2 x 2,000 word essay (1 each semester, equally weighted) 40% 
  
    
Module convenor: Dr Tim Brown and Dr Steve Cummins 
Lecturer:   Dr Tim Brown, Dr Steve Cummins and Dr Beth Greenhough 
 
 
 
Module Aims: 

The overall aim of the module is to provide an introduction to contemporary issues relating to 
health and biomedical geography. The module is organised into two sections split over two 
semesters: 

Semester One: This section aims to provide students with an understanding of the 
relationship between health and biomedicine, and how this relationship varies across different 
spatial, cultural, social and technological contexts. Through examining a range of issues which 
have emerged as biomedicine has developed over the 20th and 21st centuries, it seeks to 
teach students how a geographical perspective can be used to critically interrogate the ways 
in which biomedicine is transforming the geographies of medical research, health and 
healthcare. 

Semester Two: This section aims to give students an understanding of the key determinants 
of health and health inequality in the countries of the global North. It will cover concepts 
fundamental to the study of population health from geographical, sociological and 
epidemiological literatures and will allow students to engage with the recent ‘spatial turn’ in 
public health. In addition, the section will examine key theoretical concepts, explore the 
relative merits of psycho-social and neo-materialist approaches and introduce recent debates 
relating to the eco-social perspective.  

Module Outline: 

The overall aim of the module is to provide an introduction to contemporary issues relating to 
health and biomedical geography. The module is organised into two sections split over two 
semesters: 

Semester One: This section aims to provide students with an understanding of the 
relationship between health and biomedicine, and how this relationship varies across different 
spatial, cultural, social and technological contexts. Through examining a range of issues which 
have emerged as biomedicine has developed over the 20th and 21st centuries, it seeks to 
teach students how a geographical perspective can be used to critically interrogate the ways 
in which biomedicine is transforming the geographies of medical research, health and 
healthcare. 



Semester Two: This section aims to give students an understanding of the key determinants 
of health and health inequality in the countries of the global North. It will cover concepts 
fundamental to the study of population health from geographical, sociological and 
epidemiological literatures and will allow students to engage with the recent ‘spatial turn’ in 
public health. In addition, the section will examine key theoretical concepts, explore the 
relative merits of psycho-social and neo-materialist approaches and introduce recent debates 
relating to the eco-social perspective.  

Learning Outcomes: 

Students will acquire knowledge about: 

• key social and spatial determinants of health in high and middle-income settings; 
• key theoretical concepts and debates relating to population health, such as health 

inequality, context and composition, and psycho-social, neo-materialist and eco-
social perspectives; 

• the relationship between health and biotechnology, and how this has developed over 
the past 100 years; 

• critical issues in health and biomedicine and how these vary in impact socially and 
spatially. 

 Students will develop key skills and be able to: 

• interpret complex data and ideas, present and discuss key concepts and work 
independently and within small groups in the classroom setting; 

• interpreting and evaluate scholarship from a range of different disciplinary 
perspectives; 

• apply a critical geographical perspective in an interdisciplinary context; produce written 
and verbal argument incorporating course materials. 

Reading – Semester One  

• Elston, M.A. (1997) The Sociology of Medical Science and Technology. Oxford: 
Blackwell. 

• Greenhough, B. (2006) ‘Decontextualised? Dissociated? Detached? Mapping the 
networks of Bio-Informatic exchange’ Environment and Planning A 38, 445-463. 

• Hall, E. (2004) Spaces and networks of genetic knowledge making: the 'geneticisation' 
of heart disease. Health and Place 10, 311-318. 

• Ong, A., Collier, S. (eds.) (2005) Global Assemblages: Technology, Politics, and Ethics 
as Anthropological Problems. Oxford: Blackwell. 

• Parry, B. (2006) New spaces of biological commodification: the dynamics of trade in 
genetic resources and bioinformation. Interdisciplinary Science Reviews 31, 19-31. 

• Petryna, A., Lakoff, A. & Kleinman, A. (2006) Global Pharmaceuticals: Ethics, Markets, 
Practices. London: Duke. 

• Wrexler, A. (1996) Mapping Fate. Berkley: University of California Press. 

Reading – Semester Two 

• Curtis, S. (2004) Health and Inequality: Geographical Perspectives. London: Sage. 
• Macintyre, S., Ellaway, A., Cummins S (2002) Place effects on health: how can we 

conceptualise, operationalise and measure them? Social Science & Medicine 55, 125-
139.  

• Marmot, M. (2005) The Impact of Inequality: How to Make Sick Societies Healthier. 
London: Bloomsbury. 



• Rose, G. (2001) Sick individuals and sick populations. International Journal of 
Epidemiology 30, 427-32. 

• Szreter, S., Woolcock, M. (2004) Health by association? Social capital, social theory, 
and the political economy of public health. International Journal of Epidemiology 33, 
650-67. 

• Wilkinson, R.G. (1996) Unhealthy Societies: The Afflictions of Inequality. London: 
Routledge 

• Wilkinson, R.G. (2005) The Impact of Inequality: How to Make Sick Societies 
Healthier. London: New Press. 

 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Search&itool=pubmed_AbstractPlus&term=%22Szreter+S%22%5BAuthor%5D
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Search&itool=pubmed_AbstractPlus&term=%22Woolcock+M%22%5BAuthor%5D


GEG5107A  HEALTH, INEQUALITY & SOCIETY 
 
Rating:   15 credits, semester A 
 
Lectures:   two per week 
Seminars:   incorporated into lectures 
Practicals:  - 
Fieldwork:  - 
 
Assessment:   Essay 2,000 words 50%  
   Essay 2,000 words from previous exam papers 50%%   
    
Module convenor: Dr Tim Brown and Dr Steve Cummins 
Lecturer:   Dr Tim Brown, Dr Steve Cummins and Dr Beth Greenhough 
 
 
 
Module Aims: 

The overall aim of the module is to provide an introduction to contemporary issues relating to 
health and biomedical geography. 

Semester One: This section aims to provide students with an understanding of the 
relationship between health and biomedicine, and how this relationship varies across different 
spatial, cultural, social and technological contexts. Through examining a range of issues which 
have emerged as biomedicine has developed over the 20th and 21st centuries, it seeks to 
teach students how a geographical perspective can be used to critically interrogate the ways 
in which biomedicine is transforming the geographies of medical research, health and 
healthcare. 

Module Outline: 

The overall aim of the module is to provide an introduction to contemporary issues relating to 
health and biomedical geography.  

Semester One: This section aims to provide students with an understanding of the 
relationship between health and biomedicine, and how this relationship varies across different 
spatial, cultural, social and technological contexts. Through examining a range of issues which 
have emerged as biomedicine has developed over the 20th and 21st centuries, it seeks to 
teach students how a geographical perspective can be used to critically interrogate the ways 
in which biomedicine is transforming the geographies of medical research, health and 
healthcare. 

Learning Outcomes: 

Students will acquire knowledge about: 

• key social and spatial determinants of health in high and middle-income settings; 
• key theoretical concepts and debates relating to population health, such as health 

inequality, context and composition, and psycho-social, neo-materialist and eco-
social perspectives; 

• the relationship between health and biotechnology, and how this has developed over 
the past 100 years; 

• critical issues in health and biomedicine and how these vary in impact socially and 
spatially. 



 Students will develop key skills and be able to: 

• interpret complex data and ideas, present and discuss key concepts and work 
independently and within small groups in the classroom setting; 

• interpreting and evaluate scholarship from a range of different disciplinary 
perspectives; 

• apply a critical geographical perspective in an interdisciplinary context; produce written 
and verbal argument incorporating course materials. 

Reading – Semester One  

• Elston, M.A. (1997) The Sociology of Medical Science and Technology. Oxford: 
Blackwell. 

• Greenhough, B. (2006) ‘Decontextualised? Dissociated? Detached? Mapping the 
networks of Bio-Informatic exchange’ Environment and Planning A 38, 445-463. 

• Hall, E. (2004) Spaces and networks of genetic knowledge making: the 'geneticisation' 
of heart disease. Health and Place 10, 311-318. 

• Ong, A., Collier, S. (eds.) (2005) Global Assemblages: Technology, Politics, and Ethics 
as Anthropological Problems. Oxford: Blackwell. 

• Parry, B. (2006) New spaces of biological commodification: the dynamics of trade in 
genetic resources and bioinformation. Interdisciplinary Science Reviews 31, 19-31. 

• Petryna, A., Lakoff, A. & Kleinman, A. (2006) Global Pharmaceuticals: Ethics, Markets, 
Practices. London: Duke. 

• Wrexler, A. (1996) Mapping Fate. Berkley: University of California Press. 

 



GEG5107B  HEALTH, INEQUALITY & SOCIETY 
 
Rating:   15 credits, semester B 
 
Lectures:   two per week 
Seminars:   incorporated into lectures 
Practicals:  - 
Fieldwork:  - 
 
Assessment:   Essay 2,000 words 50%  
   Examination 50%   
    
Module convenor: Dr Tim Brown and Dr Steve Cummins 
Lecturer:   Dr Tim Brown, Dr Steve Cummins and Dr Beth Greenhough 
 
 
 
Module Aims: 

The overall aim of the module is to provide an introduction to contemporary issues relating to 
health and biomedical geography.  

Semester Two: This section aims to give students an understanding of the key determinants 
of health and health inequality in the countries of the global North. It will cover concepts 
fundamental to the study of population health from geographical, sociological and 
epidemiological literatures and will allow students to engage with the recent ‘spatial turn’ in 
public health. In addition, the section will examine key theoretical concepts, explore the 
relative merits of psycho-social and neo-materialist approaches and introduce recent debates 
relating to the eco-social perspective.  

Module Outline: 

The overall aim of the module is to provide an introduction to contemporary issues relating to 
health and biomedical geography.  

Semester Two: This section aims to give students an understanding of the key determinants 
of health and health inequality in the countries of the global North. It will cover concepts 
fundamental to the study of population health from geographical, sociological and 
epidemiological literatures and will allow students to engage with the recent ‘spatial turn’ in 
public health. In addition, the section will examine key theoretical concepts, explore the 
relative merits of psycho-social and neo-materialist approaches and introduce recent debates 
relating to the eco-social perspective.  

Learning Outcomes: 

Students will acquire knowledge about: 

• key social and spatial determinants of health in high and middle-income settings; 
• key theoretical concepts and debates relating to population health, such as health 

inequality, context and composition, and psycho-social, neo-materialist and eco-
social perspectives; 

• the relationship between health and biotechnology, and how this has developed over 
the past 100 years; 

• critical issues in health and biomedicine and how these vary in impact socially and 
spatially. 



 Students will develop key skills and be able to: 

• interpret complex data and ideas, present and discuss key concepts and work 
independently and within small groups in the classroom setting; 

• interpreting and evaluate scholarship from a range of different disciplinary 
perspectives; 

• apply a critical geographical perspective in an interdisciplinary context; produce written 
and verbal argument incorporating course materials. 

Reading – Semester One  

Reading – Semester Two 

• Curtis, S. (2004) Health and Inequality: Geographical Perspectives. London: Sage. 
• Macintyre, S., Ellaway, A., Cummins S (2002) Place effects on health: how can we 

conceptualise, operationalise and measure them? Social Science & Medicine 55, 125-
139.  

• Marmot, M. (2005) The Impact of Inequality: How to Make Sick Societies Healthier. 
London: Bloomsbury. 

• Rose, G. (2001) Sick individuals and sick populations. International Journal of 
Epidemiology 30, 427-32. 

• Szreter, S., Woolcock, M. (2004) Health by association? Social capital, social theory, 
and the political economy of public health. International Journal of Epidemiology 33, 
650-67. 

• Wilkinson, R.G. (1996) Unhealthy Societies: The Afflictions of Inequality. London: 
Routledge 

• Wilkinson, R.G. (2005) The Impact of Inequality: How to Make Sick Societies 
Healthier. London: New Press. 

 
 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Search&itool=pubmed_AbstractPlus&term=%22Szreter+S%22%5BAuthor%5D
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Search&itool=pubmed_AbstractPlus&term=%22Woolcock+M%22%5BAuthor%5D


GEG5110  SOCIETY, CULTURE AND SPACE 
 
Rating:   30 credits 
Prerequisites:    
 
Lectures:   4 per week semester A 
Seminars:  - 
Practicals:  - 
Fieldwork:  - 
 
Assessment:  Essay 3,000 words 50% 
   Essay 3,000 words 50% 
 
Module convenor: Professor Jon May, Professor Miles Ogborn 
Lecturers:   Professor Jon May, Professor Miles Ogborn 
 
 
Module Aims: 
The module aims to introduce students to the core concerns of contemporary social and 
cultural geography: its theoretical perspectives, its methodological innovations, and 
substantive concerns. It centres upon an understanding of societies and cultures as products 
of uneven and always negotiated relations of power. It shows that social experience, cultural 
meaning and identities are differentiated according to the social constructions of class and 
gender, race and ethnicity, age and sexuality and that, rather than simply varying across 
space, geography itself is central to the construction of social and cultural difference. The 
module aims to develop skills of critical social and cultural interpretation on the part of 
students. 
 
Learning Outcomes: 
Knowledge 
• a firm understanding of the main issues of concern to, and approaches of, contemporary 
social and  
 cultural geography 
• an understanding of the main features of the social and cultural geographies of race and 
class, gender,  
 sexuality and age as articulated at a variety of scales 
• an understanding of the role of meaning and power in people’s relationships to space, place 
and  
 landscape 
 
Skills 
• the ability to critically evaluate and deploy a range of material and approaches 
• to synthesise and communicate complex theoretical and empirical material in written work 
 
Preliminary Reading: 
Crang, M (2002) Cultural Geography London: Routledge 
Jackson, P (1989) Maps of Meaning London: Routledge 
Longhurst, B, Smith, G. Bagnall, G, Crawford, G and M. Ogborn. (2008) Introducing Cultural 

Studies London: Prentice Hall. Chapter 5. Topographies of Culture. 
Pain, R., Barke, M., Gough, J., MacFarlane, R. Mowl, G. and Fuller, D. (2001) Introducing 

Social Geographies London: Arnold 
Valentine, G. (2001) Social Geographies: Space and Society London: Prentice Hall. 
Woods, M. (2005) Rural Geography: processes, responses and experiences in rural 

restructuring. London: Sage. 



GEG5111  SPACES OF UNEVEN DEVELOPMENT 
 
Rating:   30 credits 
 
Lectures:  SUD I & SUD II run simultaneously, two lectures on each per week, 

semester B 
Seminars:   - 
Practicals:  - 
Fieldwork:  - 
 
Assessment:   3 hour examination   75% 
   1 course essay (3000 words)  25% 
 
Module convenor: Dr Al James 
Lecturer:   Dr Kavita Datta & Dr Cathy McIlwaine (SUD I), Dr Al James (SUD II) 
 
Module Aims: 
(i) To offer students a critical assessment of some major ontological, epistemological, 
empirical, and methodological shifts that have occurred within Economic Geography and 
Development Geography over the last three decades.   
 
(ii) To outline and illustrate some exciting new research streams within Economic 
Geography and Development Geography to encourage students to engage with those 
research agendas in their independent geographical investigations, if not beyond into 
postgraduate research. 
 
(iii) To critique and reposition the powerful ongoing academic division between Economic 
Geographers (Global North focus) ‘versus’ Development Geographers (Global South focus) 
and to encourage students to consider a hybrid approach to study that lies somewhere at the 
interstices of these two domains of intellectual inquiry as traditionally demarcated.   
 
Module Outline: 
Economic Geography and Development Geography continue to be separated by a sharp 
intra-disciplinary division of labour, with Economic Geographers largely confining their 
attention to geographies of ‘development’ in the Global North, and Development Geographers 
to geographies of ‘development’ in the Global South.   The purpose of this module, therefore, 
is to present some exciting ongoing and emerging research agendas in both sub-disciplines 
around issues of restructuring, employment, gender, industrialisation, resistance, institution 
building and related policy interventions.  In so doing, the module seeks to encourage 
students to consider and explore commonalities of conceptual analysis, argument, empirical 
focus and method within, between and across Economic Geography and Development 
Geography as traditionally demarcated.  In Module 1 lectures will engage with critical theories 
of development as well as consideration of rights and participation, and examining the 
relationship between development and employment, war, migration, HIV/AIDS and micro-
finance.  In Module 2, lectures will offer an examination of: the changing disciplinary 
boundaries of economic geography; regional cultural advantage; virtual migrant of e-service 
workers; cultural crises of the firm; financial globalization and alternative economies;   
incorporating case studies from both the Global North and Global South (including Silicon 
Valley, Boston’s Route 128, Salt Lake City, and India’s National Capital Region).   
 



Learning Outcomes: 
On completion of this module and the relevant reading, students should be able to: 

 Demonstrate and explain the diversity and inequalities of economic development 
experiences both within countries as well as among nations. 
 Describe and critically assess the main contemporary components of development in the 

‘Global South’ in economic, political and social perspective, as well as their structural 
connections to emerging developments in the ‘Global North’. 
 Analyse different policy approaches from the macro-level of international development 

agencies to the micro level of grassroots organisations.  
 Understand some of the multiple ways in which ‘traditional’ economic concerns of capital, 

production, exchange, valuation and consumption, operate within, and impact on, the spatially 
variable sets of socio-cultural conventions, norms, attitudes, values and beliefs of the societies 
within which economic decisions and practices take place. 
 Develop skills in critical essay reading and writing.   

 

Preliminary Reading: 
Chant, S. and McIlwaine, C. (2009) Geographies of Development in the Global South, Edward 
Elgar, Cheltenham. 
Clark, G., Feldman, M.P. and Gertler, M.S. (eds.), 2003. Oxford Handbook of Economic 
Geography. Oxford University Press, London.  
Desai, V. and Potter, R. B. (eds.) (2008). The Companion to Development Studies, (2nd 
edition), Arnold, London. 
Lee, R. and Wills, J. (eds.), 1997. Geographies of Economies. Arnold, London.  
Potter, R.; Binns, T.; Elliott, J.; and Smith, D. (2003) Geographies of Development, 
Longman/Prentice Hall, Harlow (second edition) 
 
 



GEG6101 GENDER AND DEVELOPMENT 
 
 
Rating: 15 credits 
Prerequisites  Preferably GEG5111 or other appropriate module in social sciences 
 
Lectures: 2 hours per week, semester A 
Seminars: 6 
Assessment 2 1/2 hour examination      70% 
 1 course paper (2,500 words)     25% 
 Project document (based on group presentation) 5%  
 
Module convenor:  Dr Cathy McIlwaine 
Lecturer: Dr Cathy McIlwaine 
 

 
Module Aims 
This module examines the geographies of gender roles, relations and identities in countries of the 
Global South. As well as exploring the theoretical approaches to gender and development, and 
especially feminist thought, the module also examines a series of axes of diversity in relation to 
women’s and men’s lives in the South.  In addition, it examines changing social and economic 
aspects of development on women’s and men’s lives in relation to household transformations, 
population growth and mobility, poverty, employment and welfare, violence, and development policy 
and practice.  The module approaches these issues from both theoretical and empirical 
perspectives, with a particular focus on the experiences of women and men at the grassroots. 
 
Module outline: 
The first part of the module deal with the importance of gender in understanding development in the 
Global South and outline the main concepts and theoretical frameworks appropriate for the study of 
gender and development including gender theories and gender and masculinities (WID to WAD to 
GAD). Subsequent lectures provide a general picture of gender identities in various developing 
world regions, together with issues relating to reproduction focusing on the household level, 
gendered patterns of employment as well as poverty, migration and violence. The final two lectures 
consider the importance of gender in development policy in relation to gender mainstreaming and 
the various roles of women’s organisations across the Global South. 
 
Learning outcomes 
 
Knowledge 

• why gender is important when considering development issues 
• knowledge of the diversity of gender roles, relations and identities both within and between 

different regions of the Global South (such as nation, race, class, age, and sexuality) 
• the need to integrate gender into research and policy agendas in the Global South  
• knowledge of the grassroots experiences of women and men in a number of countries.  

Skills   
• presentation skills through the seminars 
• basic participatory methodology techniques developed through a role-play workshop 
• key analytical skills through their course paper which is a substantive piece of writing 

comprising a critical assessment of a particular topic in-depth and based on wide reading 
• skills of taking large bodies of information and presenting them in a logically argued and 

coherent form 
 

Preliminary reading 
Cornwall, Andrea, Elizabeth Harrison and Ann Whitehead (eds) (2007) Feminisms in Development: 
Contradictions, Contestations and Challenges. London: Zed.  



Jackson, Cecile and Pearson, Ruth (eds) (1998) Feminist Visions of Development: Gender Analysis 
and Policy.  London: Routledge. 
Visvanathan, Nalini, et al (eds) (1997) The Women, Gender and Development Reader: Writings on 
Gender and Development.  London: Zed. 
 



GEG6105   GLOBAL HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHIES,  1492 – 1800 
 
Rating: 15 credits 
Prerequisites: GEG5110 or appropriate Level 5 modules 
  
Lectures: 2 per week, semester A 
Seminars: occasional 
Practicals: - 
Fieldwork: museum visits 
 
Assessment:   Essay 4,000 words 60% 
    Essay 2,000 words 40%  
 
Module convenor: Professor Miles Ogborn 
Lecturers: Professor Miles Ogborn 
 
 
Module Aims: 
This module aims to introduce students to the complexities of the historical geography of 
globalisation from Christopher Columbus's landing in America to the end of the eighteenth 
century.  During this period there were enormous changes in the relationships between places 
– particularly between Europe and the rest of the world – which had profound implications for 
the way in which the world worked then and which have also structured the ways in which the 
world works now.  Based on the key module text Global Lives (Ogborn, 2008) the module 
distinguishes between various forms, phases and types of global connection: first encounters, 
settlement, trade both east and west, mariners' and pirates' travelling lives, the slave trade, 
plantation slavery in the Caribbean and North America, anti-slavery movements, and science 
and discovery in the Pacific. It uses biographical material to show how those processes 
shaped people’s lives and were shaped by them. The module's substantive material will be 
taught through lectures, through student discussion sessions which will support the production 
of coursework and through museum visits which will show how these issues are being 
presented to contemporary audiences.  
 
 
Learning Outcomes: 
Knowledge
• an understanding of the range of global historical geographies in the early modern period 
• an understanding of unequal encounters in Africa, Asia and the Americas 
• an understanding of the interconnections of economic, political and cultural relationships 
• an understanding of the connections between large-scale processes and small-scale 
processes 
• an understanding of how biographical material can be used in historical research 
• an understanding of the nature of source material for global historical geography 
• an understanding of the presentation of global historical geography in London museums 
 
Skills
• critical evaluation of historical source material 
• using the world wide web as a research tool 
• critical reading of interdisciplinary work 
• writing essays synthesising academic work and empirical evidence 
 
Preliminary Reading: 
Ogborn, M. (2000) 'Historical geographies of globalisation, c 1500 – 1800' in Graham, B. and 

Nash, C. (eds) Modern Historical Geographies.  Harlow: Pearson. pp 43 – 69. 
Ogborn, M. (2008) Global Lives: Britain and the World, 1550-1800 (Cambridge University 

Press, Cambridge). 



GEG6115  CULTURES OF REGULATION: THE GLOBALIZATION OF  
   ENVIRONMENTAL GOVERNANCE 
 
Rating:   15 credits 
Prerequisites:  Relevant modules in Social Sciences 
 
Lectures:   1x 2 hour lecture per week in semester A 
Seminars:  - 
Practicals:  - 
Fieldwork:  - 
 
Assessment:  One 4,000 word essay   60% 
   One 2,000 word end of term paper 40% 
 
Module convenor: Dr Bronwyn Parry 
Lecturer:   Dr Bronwyn Parry  
 
 
Module Aims 
The purpose of this module is to help students understand how new global regulations are 
shaping the cultural and natural environments in which we live. This involves a theoretical and 
substantive investigation of the role that global institutions (The World Trade Organization, the 
United Nations and the World Bank) now play in constructing new commodities (genetic 
resources, cultural products, and types of specialized labour) and in regulating the market 
economies to which they give rise. Primary debates about the function of the nation state and 
the extent to which its sovereignty is undermined by the emergence of these new global 
institutions are identified and examined. Cross-cultural analysis of alternative forms of 
environmental regulation illustrate the culturally embedded nature of knowledge production 
while also revealing the key role that indigenous groups, social movements and NGOs can 
play in resolving contemporary geo-political conflicts between developing and industrialized 
countries. 
 
Module Outline 
This module is based on lectures and seminars and is divided into four parts. The first part 
deals primarily with conceptual issues: students are first invited to consider what might be 
encompassed by the terms ‘environment’ and ‘regulation’, and encouraged to adopt a critical 
and nuanced approach to their definition. Theoretical debates about the ‘transboundary’ 
nature of emerging environmental issues and of the need for a globalized approach to their 
governance are then explored. Part two lectures investigate the history of the development of 
global regulatory institutions and regimes in the post war period, their intended purpose and 
operational structure. In part three, four case studies (from a selection including: regulation of 
genetic resources and intellectual property rights; commodification of cultural property; food 
safety governance; labour rights, arms regulation, global regulation of the media, and 
biosurveillance and anti-terror legislation. ) illustrate the impact that particular regulations are 
having in shaping local environments in both developing and industrialized states. In the last 
lectures we investigate why these impacts are so geographically uneven and consider what 
powers (if any) nation states and non-state actors (NGOs, and indigenous groups) have to 
mediate these effects through international lobbying or the development of alternative, 
localized, systems of regulation. 
 
Learning Outcomes: 
Knowledge: 
• purpose, role and operational structure of global regulatory institutions and their 
 mechanisms of environmental regulation. 



• how implementation of global scale regulations shapes cultural and natural environments 
 within individual nation states. 
• how these impacts vary geographically between developing and industrialized countries 
 and trading blocs. 
• the culturally embedded nature of law, regulation and environmental policy. 
• the changing geo-political power of the nation state in a globalized world economy. 
• interconnections between economic, cultural and political factors in the shaping of a ‘new 
 world order’.  
• the role of non-state actors (NGOs, indigenous groups) in providing alternative 
 understandings and approaches to environmental regulation. 
 
Skills: 
• critically assess the function, operation and policy impacts of global regulatory institutions. 
• access and critically assess ‘grey literature’ on policy generation from international 
 sources and archives using the world wide web. 
• critically evaluate the impact of specific forms of global environmental regulation on 
 particular geographic localities through case study work. 
• theorize about (both originally and from existing literature), assess through empirical work, 
 and report on cogently in written and oral form, key debates in this field. 
 

Preliminary Reading: 
 
Baylis, J and Smith, S (2001) The Globalisation of World Politics Oxford University Press, 
Oxford 
Chaterjee and Finger, (1994) The Earth Brokers, Routledge, London. 
Lakoff, A, and Collier, S. (2008) Biosecurity Interventions Global Health and Security in 
Question: Global Health and Security in Practice, Columbia University Press, New York. 
Deere, C. 2008 The Implementation Game: The TRIPS Agreement and the Global Politics of 
Intellectual Property Reform in Developing Countries, Oxford University Press, Oxford  
Held, D and McGrew, A et. al (1999) Global Transformations Polity 
Josselin, D and Wallace, W (2001) Non-State Actors in World Politics, Palgrave. 
Lipschutz, R.D. (1996) Global Civil Society & Global Environmental Governance: The Politics 
of Nature fromPlace to Place, State University of New York Press, New York. 
Loader, B . (1997) The governance of cyberspace: politics, technology and global 
restructuring. Routledge, London. 
Parry, B. C. (2004) Trading the Genome: Investigating the commodification of bio-information. 
Columbia University Press, New York. 
Posey, D and Dutfield, G. (1996) Beyond Intellectual Property: Toward Traditional Resource 
Rights for Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities, IDRC publication . 
Tomlinson, J. (1999) Globalization and Culture, University of Chicago Press, Chicago. 
 



GEG6116 THE GEOPOLITICS OF LIFE 
 
Rating: 15 credits 
Prerequisites GEG5107 or GEG5110 or GEG5111, or other relevant modules in the 

social sciences and humanities 
 
Lecture/seminars: 10 x 2-hour lectures; 1 x 2-hour seminar, Semester B 
Fieldwork/visits: NA 
Assessment: 2 hour examination (60%)  

1 course essay of up to 3000 words (40%) 
   
  
Module convenor: Dr Simon Reid-Henry 
Lecturer: Dr Simon Reid-Henry 
 
 
Module Aims: 
This module aims to provide students with a critical historical and geographical understanding 
of the social, economic and political dynamics of the War on Terror. In particular, it examines 
the interrelations between geopolitical discourse and practice (specifically, the prosecution of 
the war on terror), economic formations (specifically, late-modern capitalism) and a diverse 
range of contemporary socio-political concerns (from migration to urban planning and disaster 
relief). Students will gain an empirical knowledge of a range of important recent events and 
developments in world politics and will be asked to think about the processes that drive these 
developments and the consequences that flow from them with reference to a range of 
theoretical ideas. They will also be challenged to critically assess the diversity of opinion and 
evidence pertaining to these issues.  
 
Module Outline: 
This module traces the connections between the prosecution of the war on terror, late-modern 
capitalism and contemporary geopolitical concerns in the West (specifically the US and the 
UK). Subsequent to the introductory lecture, the module is divided into three sections. The first 
main section provides historical and political background to the war on terror and considers 
how this has come to shape not only military, but also legal and governmental discourse and 
practice. The second section invites students to consider a shift in the locus of war politics 
from states to civilians. It will consider the rise of private military contracting, the geographical 
(de)construction of human rights, and the growing overlap between health and security 
concerns. The third section examines how, as a result of some of these changes, the war on 
terror has come to influence a wide range of social and political concerns back in the 
‘homeland’ territories: from the management of immigration to the failed response to 
Hurricane Katrina. The third and final section seeks to account for this intersection of security 
and development concerns with reference to a number of contemporary theoretical 
approaches.   
 
Learning Outcomes: 
Knowledge 
By the end of the module, students should have a clear understanding of the economic and 
political imperatives of the war on terror; a detailed knowledge of how different areas of social 
and political life are being re-shaped by these imperatives, and of some of the critiques that 
have been put forward to explain these developments. They should also have a broad sense 
of some of the key geopolitical debates in the post 9.11 period. 
 



Skills 
This module will enable students to develop critical reading and writing skills, to develop 
group-working skills, to become familiar with collecting and analysing a range of different data 
(grey literature, journalistic reports, transcripts of court proceedings, policy briefs, public 
enquiries etc), to understand how Freedom of Information Act Requests are lodged and 
resisted, to evaluate competing value claims attached to empirical data, and to contextualise a 
‘live’ political issue within different traditions of critical thought (neoliberal, Marxist, 
communitarian etc). 
 
 
Preliminary Reading 
Cooper, C. and Block, R. 2006, Disaster: Hurricane Katrina and the Failure of Homeland 
Security, Macmillan. 
Dodds., K and Ingram, A. (eds). 2009, Spaces of In/Security: New Geographies of the War on 
Terror, London, Ashgate 
Gregory, D., 2004,The Colonial Present, Blackwell, Oxford 
Hardt, M. and Negri, A., 2000, Empire, Harvard University Press 
Hewitt, S., 2007, The British War on Terror: Terrorism and Counter-terrorism on the Home 
Front since 9.11.,  Continuum Press, London 
Klein, N. 2007,The Shock Doctrine, London, Allen Lane 
Lakoff, A. and Collier, S., Biosecurity Interventions: Global Health and Security in Question, 
Columbia University Press, SSRC 
 



GEG6117 VICTORIAN LONDON: ECONOMY, SOCIETY AND CULTURE 
 
Rating: 15 credits 
Prerequisites Associate students welcome: no pre-requisites required 
 
Lecture/seminars: 2 hours per week, semester A 
Fieldwork/visits: 5 half-day sessions 
 
Assessment:    Essay 3,000 words 50% 
 Essay 3,000 words from previous exam paper 50% 
  
Module convenor: Dr Alastair Owens 
Lecturer: Dr Alastair Owens 
 
 
Module Aims: 
This module aims to: 
• provide students with a critical understanding of the history and, more specifically, 
 historical geography of Victorian London; 
• demonstrate how nineteenth-century metropolitan life was spatially constituted; 
• show how class, gender and ‘race’ were significant in shaping Victorian London’s 
 distinctive historical geographies; 
• introduce students to a number of sources available for studying Victorian cities such as 
 London; 
• develop critical reading, writing and interpretation skills. 
 
Module Outline: 
This specialist level six module explores the historical geography of Victorian London. It 
focuses primarily on the economic, social and cultural histories of nineteenth-century London, 
emphasising the role of class, gender and ‘race’ in shaping the geographies metropolitan life. 
As such the module engages with a number of broader theoretical debates in urban studies 
and allied disciplines. The historical geography of the metropolis itself is explored thematically 
by focusing on some of the ‘real’ and ‘imagined’ landscapes and spaces within which Victorian 
Londoners lived, worked and played. These include: the East End and the West End, 
economic spaces, domestic spaces (including the slums and the suburbs), institutional 
spaces, imperial landscapes, streets, parks, music halls, pubs, gentleman’s clubs and other 
sites of leisure. Not only does this provide an innovative structure and focus for the module, it 
also enables the spatiality of Victorian London life to be highlighted. While taking this 
approach, the module also provides an account of the important historical changes that 
occurred in London over the nineteenth century. There will be three field walks around the 
West End, East End and Victoria Park. Visits to the Geffrye Museum and the London 
Archaeological Archive and Research Centre are also planned 
 
Learning Outcomes: 
Knowledge 
By the end of the module  
• have developed a detailed and critical understanding of the historical geographies of 
 Victorian London; 
• be able to demonstrate the value of a geographical approach to understanding the 
 economic, social and cultural history of nineteenth-century London; 
• be able to show how of notions of class, gender and ‘race’ are important in understanding 
 the historical geographies of the metropolis; 
• have an understanding of the key themes and debates in the historiography of nineteenth-
 century London. 



• be able to relate the course material to wider debates in urban studies and urban/social 
 geography. 
 
Skills 
The module will 
• development of critical reading and writing skills; 
• development of urban fieldwork and observation skills; 
• enable students to select, use and interpret a number of historical sources for studying 
 Victorian London 
 
Preliminary Reading: 
Green, D. (1995) From Artisans to Paupers: Economic Change and Poverty in London, 1790-
1860, Scolar Press, Aldershot.  Out of print 
Koven, S. (2004), Slumming: Sexual and Social Politics in Late Victorian London, Princeton 
University Press, Princeton. 
Nead, L. (2000) Victorian Babylon, Yale University Press, New Haven and London. 
Porter, R (1994) London: A Social History, London: Penguin chapters 8 – 12 
Rappaport, E (2000) Shopping for Pleasure: Women in the Making of London’s West End, 
Princeton University Press, Princeton. 
White, J. (2008) London in the Nineteenth Century: A Human Awful Wonder of God, Vintage, 
London 
 



GEG6202  COLD ENVIRONMENTS 
 
Rating:   15 credits 
Prerequisites:  relevant modules in Physical Geography 
 
Lectures:  2 per week in semester B 
Seminars:  
Practicals:  
Fieldwork:  
 
Assessment:  2.5 hour examination 75% 
   course essay 3,000 words 25% 
 
Module convenor: Professor Jaap van der Meer 
Lecturers:  Professor Jaap van der Meer and Dr Sven Lukas 
 
 
Module Aims: 
The module aims to introduce students to the processes and landforms that are characteristic 
for glacial and periglacial environments.  It will treat the processes whereby glaciers and their 
ensuing meltwaters shape the surface of the earth as well as the processes that typify cold but 
non-glaciated environments.    
 
Module Outline: 
The module selectively addresses processes active in the glacial and the periglacial 
environment: glaciogenic (both ice and meltwater) erosion, transport, sedimentation, 
permafrost and ground ice and their effects on fluvial, aeolian and gravitational processes.  
For each of these processes the resulting landforms, both in active and in fossil form, will be 
treated, together with features resulting from converging processes.  Examples are drawn 
from the Arctic, the Antarctic and high mountain ranges, while examples of fossil features are 
mainly drawn from western Europe. 
 
Learning Outcomes: 
Knowledge 
• an understanding of the processes that operate in glacial systems 
• an understanding of the processes that operate in periglacial systems 
 
Skills 
• ability to recognise and explain the landforms that are the result of cold environment 
processes,  
 both in the active and in the fossil landscape 
• an ability to address critically the glacial and periglacial literature and report on it 
• an ability to conceive research projects in cold environments 
 
Preliminary Reading: 
Glacial Handbooks: 
Benn, D.I. & Evans, D.J.A. (1998) Glaciers & Glaciation. Arnold, London  
Menzies, J. (ed) (2002) Modern and past glacial environments. Butterworth & Heinemann, 

Oxford. 
 
Periglacial handbooks 
Ballantyne, C.K. & Harris, C. (1994) The periglaciation of Great Britain. Cambridge University 

Press  
French, H.M. (2007) The periglacial environment. 3rd edition. Wiley, Chichester 



GEG6203 ENVIRONMENTAL HAZARDS 
 
Rating:                        15 credits 
Prerequisites Any Level 4 or 5 Geography modules considered relevant by the 

module convenor 
 
Lecture/seminars: The module will be delivered through lectures, practical exercises  
   (typically map-based) and small-group discussion seminars, plus group  

coursework to research, prepare and deliver briefing papers on agreed 
topics. Semester A. 

 
Fieldwork/visits: A one day field trip will expand students’ knowledge by providing first-
hand 
 experience of some of the topics covered in lectures, such as coastal 
flood  
 defences, landslips, subsidence and sea-level rise 
 
Assessment:  Coursework (teamwork) report plus oral presentation 50% 

 Essay 3,000 words from previous exam paper 50% 
  
Module convenor: Dr Dave Horne 
Lecturers: Dr Dave Horne, Dr Kate Heppell, Dr Geraldene Wharton 
 
Module Aims:  
The aim of the module is to investigate the causes and consequences of environmental 
hazards, with particular attention to their detrimental impacts on human communities, and to 
consider responses such as mitigating strategies, disaster relief and planning controls. The 
module will demonstrate practical applications of geographical and environmental knowledge 
and may be useful to students seeking employment in development, planning, aid agencies, 
environmental management or insurance. 
 
Module Outline:  
Topics will include: specific processes (geophysical, geomorphological, meteorological, and 
technological) leading to environmental hazards; areas at risk, prediction, probability and risk 
evaluation; consequences and impacts of hazard events; longer-term consequences (social 
and economic) of hazards and implications for high-risk areas; hazard mitigation strategies in 
different parts of the world. The hazards covered may include floods on rivers and coasts, 
technological / industrial accidents, mining subsidence, volcanic eruptions, earthquakes, 
tsunamis, landslides, tornadoes, hurricanes, ENSO events, disease and famine, and 
extraterrestrial hazards such as meteorite impacts. Differences in hazard preparation and 
response between MEDCs and LEDCs will be considered. 
 
Learning Outcomes: On successful completion of the module students will be able to 
demonstrate: 

Knowledge and understanding: 
• Knowledge of different types of environmental hazards, how and why they occur; 
• Understanding of how hazards are mitigated, through prediction, prevention or 

preparation; 
• how hazard impacts and societies’ responses vary in different regions; 
• relationships between society, development and hazards; 
Skills:  
• ability to understand and combine a wide range of information from both scientific 

and social-science literature, “grey” literature and other data sources, and use this 
to investigate real-world problems; 



• ability to work effectively in a small team; 
• group working skills in compiling a team-based presentation; 
• proficiency in production of a briefing paper in support of the presentation. 
 

 
 
Preliminary Reading: 
Abbott, P. L. 2008. Natural disasters (6th ed.). New York: McGraw-Hill, 510 pp.  
Alexander, D. 2000. Confronting catastrophe. Harpenden: Terra Publishing, 282 pp. 
Cooke, R. U. & Doornkamp, J. C. 1990. Geomorphology in environmental management (2nd 

ed.) Oxford: Clarendon Press, 410 pp. 
McCall, G. J. H., Laming, D. J. C. & Scott, S. C. (eds) 1992. Geohazards, natural and man-

made. London: Chapman & Hall, 227 pp.  
*Smith, K. & Petley, D.N.  2009. Environmental hazards. Assessing risk and reducing disaster 

(5th ed.). London: Routledge, 383pp. 
  
*recommended module text / recommended purchase 
 
The above are for background reading and it is advisable to read at least one them before the 
module begins. Handouts issued during lecture/practical sessions will include topic-specific 
lists of primary literature and web sites.  



GEG6205 ENVIRONMENTAL POLLUTION MANAGEMENT 
 
Rating: 15 credits 
Prerequisites GEG5203 Earth System Cycles (for Geographers and Environmental 

Science students) or by permission of module convenor 
 
Lecture/seminars: Combination of lecture and seminars, semester A 
Fieldwork/visits: One-day field site visit 
Assessment:  Written report (3,000 words) 50% 
 Essay 3,000 words from previous exam paper 50%  
  
Module convenor: Dr Kate Heppell 
Lecturer: Dr Kate Heppell / Dr Dave Horne 
 
Module Aims:  
The purpose of this module is to introduce students to the sources, pathways and effects of a 
range of inorganic and organic chemical pollutants in soils, sediments and water 
environments. Current methods of pollution control will be addressed, with the focus on risk-
based methods of pollution management, on Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA), and on 
appropriate management strategies for different pollutant types. The course will develop 
process-based understanding of contaminant cycles through the catchment-coast continuum 
that students will have gained through studying GEG5203 Earth System Cycles at Level 5. 
The students will learn how to apply this understanding to environmental management 
scenarios using case study material. 
 
Module Outline: 
The module will include a selection of the following topics: 
 
Environmental Risk Assessment 
Source-pathway-receptor framework; definition of hazard and risk; environmental exposure to 
chemicals and environmental effects; familiarity with four stages of risk assessment for human 
health; limitations of chemical risk assessment for suspected carcinogens; environmental risk 
assessment; introduction to risk communication and public perceptions of risk management. 
 
Environmental Impact Assessment 
Legislation and guidelines; screening and scoping; assessment of potential impacts including 
evaluation of their significance; identification and assessment of mitigation measures; 
stakeholder consultation and public participation. EIA in the UK, Europe and in developing 
countries. 
 
Agricultural diffuse pollution  
Influence of agriculture on water quality; soil erosion and transport; transfer of nutrients and 
pesticides from hillslopes to river channel in dissolved and sediment-associated forms; 
floodplain management and pollutant attenuation in the hyporheic zone; Nitrate Directive, use 
of buffer zones, constructed wetlands and BMPs (best management practices) for pollution 
control; faecal pathogens and Cryptosporidium 
 
Endocrine disruptors 
Definition of endocrine disruption; classification of endocrine disruptors; management and 
control of endocrine disruptors in the aquatic environment; case study of TBT in Norfolk 
Broads 



Learning Outcomes: 
On successful completion of the module students will have acquired a detailed understanding 
of current and emerging issues of agricultural and urban pollution, with particular focus being 
given to the pathways and processes by which chemicals can pollute our surface and 
groundwaters. Using an appreciation of the source-pathway-receptor framework, and by 
developing a critical understanding of risk assessment procedures, the students will have 
explored the various strategies available to assess the risk to human and environmental 
health arising from chemical usage. The module will also provide students with an 
appreciation of different pollution management techniques, and an understanding of the 
limitations of current strategies for pollutant control. 
 
Preliminary Reading: 
Pepper, Gerba & Brusseau (2006) Pollution Science. Academic Press. 
Schwarzenbach, Gschwend & Imboden (2003) Environmental Organic Chemistry. John Wiley 
& Sons, New Jersey. 
Harrison (2005) An Introduction to Pollution Science. Royal Society of Chemistry. 
Harrison (2001) Pollution: causes, effects and control. Royal Society of Chemistry. 
Hill (2004) Understanding Environmental Pollution. Cambridge University Press. 
Novotny (1993) Water Quality, Prevention, Identification and management of diffuse pollution. 
John Wiley & Sons, New Jersey. 
 



GEG6208  GEODIVERSITY AND GEOCONSERVATION 
  
Rating:   15 credits  
Prerequisites:    
  
Lectures:  2 per week, semester B 
Seminars: Module will be taught through updating lectures and class discussions 

based on pre-reading of the course text and other material  
Practicals:  
Fieldwork:  
 
Assessment:  2.5 hour exam    50% 

Course paper c. 4,000 words  50% 
  
Module convenor: Dr Murray Gray 
Lecturer:  Dr Murray Gray 
 
  
Module Aims: 
Most emphasis in nature conservation is on living nature (wildlife and biodiversity).  The main 
aim of this module is to outline abiotic nature (geodiversity) of the planet and the –  
• values of non-living nature 
• threats to these values 
• need for geoconservation 
• approaches to geoconservation 
 
Module Outline:       Reading
1. Defining and describing geodiversity    Chapters 1& 2 
2. Valuing geodiversity (geosystem services)    Chapter 3 
3. Threats to geodiversity      Chapter 4 
4. Protected areas: international systems (World Heritage Sites,  

Geoparks, etc.)       Sections 5.1-5.6 
5. Protected areas in the UK      Sections 5.10 
6. Protected areas in the USA      Section 5.8 
7. Protected areas: other national systems and general principles Sections 5.11-5.20 
8. Inadequacies of protected areas:. georegionalisation   Section 6.2 
9. Landform design       Sections 6.3 & 6.4 
10. Geoconservation and land management    Sections 6.6 & 6.8 
11. Geodiversity and biodiversity compared    Chapters 7 & 8 
 
Learning Outcomes: 
Knowledge 
Nature conservation is predominantly focused on wildlife or biodiversity conservation. This 
module examines the other half of nature, viz. its non-living or abiotic component (rocks, 
minerals, fossils, soils, landforms, physical processes) and aims to 

• outline the geological, geomorphological, and pedological diversity (geodiversity) of the 
planet; 

• assess the value of this geodiversity both intrinsically and to human societies, including 
aesthetic, cultural, economic, functional and scientific values; 

• acknowledge the threats to geodiversity including partial or total loss, damage, loss of 
visibility, pollution, etc. from activities such as mineral extraction, development, agriculture, 
recreation, etc.; 

• outline the international and national systems of protected areas traditionally used in 
nature conservation; 



• outline the "protecting beyond the protected" approach to conservation at the landscape 
scale. 

 
Skills  
• assess the inadequacies of protected area systems and the need to extend nature 

conservation to the wider countryside by a range of methods, including georegionalisation, 
georestoration, landform design, land-use planning, land management strategies and 
Geodiversity Action Plans (GAPs); 

• compare geodiversity and biodiversity and consider their integration in future nature 
conservation and land management strategies 

• develop skills in independent research. 
 
Course Text: 
Gray, M (2004). Geodiversity: valuing and conserving abiotic nature. John Wiley, Chichester. 
 
Other Reading: 
Burek, C.V. & Prosser, C.D. 2008 The history of Geoconservation. Geological Society, 
London. 
Prosser, C. et al. 2006 Geoconservation: a guide to good practice. English Nature, 
Peterborough. 
Stace, H. & Larwood, J.G. 2006. Natural Foundations: geodiversity for people, places and 

nature. English Nature, Peterborough 
  
 



GEG6215  WATER AND CATCHMENT MANAGEMENT 
  
Rating:   15 credits  
Prerequisites:  relevant modules in Physical Geography  
  
Lectures:  2 per week, semester B   
Seminars:  
Practicals:  
Fieldwork:  one fieldtrip in semester 6 
 
Assessment:  2.5 hour exam  75% 
   Report   25% 
   
Module convenor: Dr Geraldene Wharton 
Lecturer:  Dr Geraldene Wharton  
 
 
Module Aims: 
To provide knowledge of the issues facing managers of the water environment and techniques 
used in that management. To build on the knowledge of processes gained from GEG5203 
(Earth Systems Cycles) and to learn how to apply this to practical issues. 
 
Module Outline: 
 History of management and legislative framework (2) 
 River channelisation/land drainage   (4) 
 Impacts of river channelisation   (4) 
 River regulation and impacts    (3) 
 ‘Improvements’ (construction techniques (3) 
 and revised river designs) 
 River restoration     (4) 
  Integrated catchment management   (2) 
 
Learning Outcomes: 
Knowledge 
• water resource legislation 
• techniques of water management 
• river engineering and environmental impacts 
• methods by which river management can be improved 
 
Skills 
• an ability to produce a scientific report 
• an ability to use river restoration appraisal methods 
• an ability to analyse contemporary water management problems 
 

Preliminary Reading: 
Downs, P.W. and Gregory, K.J. (2004). River Channel Management: Towards Sustainable 

Catchment Hydro Systems. London: Arnold (Price £21.99). 
Wharton, G. (2000) Managing River Environments.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

(Price £5 available from G. Wharton) 
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