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A very warm welcome 
to the  first issue of 
eDoG, the Department 
of Geography’s new
electronic newsletter! 
We hope that eDoG will help to keep you 
in touch with the exciting work and
activity taking place in the Department. 

eDoG will be published on a regular basis 
to capture something of the remarkable
range of ventures in which we are
engaged – from research projects and
activities, through staff and student
awards, to events, lectures, workshops,
and so on.

I am delighted that, in this first issue, we 
are able to bring you news of the
outstanding result of the 2008 Research
Assessment Exercise. More details can
be found in this issue, but the headline
result is that Geography at Queen Mary is
ranked equal first in the country in terms
of research quality. We are all absolutely
delighted with this outcome – testament
to the strength and vitality of the research
and scholarly work with which we are
engaged. 

Working in our Department is
exhilarating, not least because of the
continuous stream of achievements by
staff and students alike. I am particularly
pleased that in this issue we are able to
report on the award, from one of our key
collaborative partners – London Citizens
– with whom we work on projects relating
to both research and teaching, as ‘best
academic centre for 2008’. This award is
a wonderful acknowledgement of the
kind of intellectual and active
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engagement with progressive outside
organisations by both staff and students.

Of course, for those of you who have
known the Department for some time,
this is not the first newsletter that we
have produced. Until several years ago
there was the regular production of the
paper newsletter (DoG). But we hope
that in moving to this electronic format
we will be able to keep in touch with you
much more effectively and to let you
know about what is going on in the 
Department and College. 

And, if you have any items that you feel
would be newsworthy, please do not
hesitate to get in contact with us. Please
send any comments, suggestions and
editorial material (with as many pictures
as possible!) to Roger Lee
[r.lee@qmul.ac.uk] or Ed Oliver
[e.s.oliver@qmul.ac.uk] , the editors 
of eDoG by email or by post. 

I do hope that you enjoy finding out more
about the Department!

Adrian Smith
Professor of Human Geography 
and Head of Department

The Department of
Geography is rated
top for research in
the UK
See pages 2 and 3 for details of the
Department’s ‘stellar’ performance 
in RAE 2008.
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Quality profiles
The 2008 RAE outcomes are expressed as a
quality profile which identifies the proportion
of activity reaching each of four defined
‘starred’ quality levels. An example of a
quality profile is given below left.

The results are published at subject level.
The overall quality profile comprises the
aggregate of the weighted profiles produced
for research outputs, research environment,
and esteem indicators.

Acting Principal Professor
Philip Ogden commented:
‘This outstanding result
confirms that Queen Mary is
one of the very top research-
led universities in the UK and
amongst the handful of world-

class institutions in London. The success is the
result of the talent and hard work of our
academic staff in all disciplines - and the
colleagues who support them - and a robust
and carefully targeted research investment
strategy over the past few years.’

For further details see www.qmul.ac.uk

The 2008 UK Research
Assessment Exercise
shows that Queen Mary’s
Department of Geography
is rated top in the UK. What
is more, Queen Mary is
now 11th in the league
tables of research
performance across UK
universities (the Guardian).
The Research Assessment Exercise (RAE)
What is the RAE?
• An assessment of the quality of research

taking place in UK Higher Education
Institutions (HEIs).  

• All UK HEIs are eligible to participate.  

• The purpose of the RAE is to produce
quality profiles for each submission of
research activity made by HEIs. 

• The exercise takes place every five to six
years. 

• It is managed for the whole of the UK by 
the Higher Education Funding Council for
England (HEFCE). 

Submissions are made on a subject basis
and the assessment carried out by a process
of peer review in panels made up of UK
academics supported by international
experts. The Geography and Environmental
Studies panel was made up largely of people
nominated by their colleagues throughout 
the UK.

Research Assessment Exercise 2008
The Department of Geography is rated TOP for research in the UK

The star ratings for the 2008 RAE are as follows:
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Percentage of research activity in a subject judged to meet the standard
of:

Highest Quality Lowest

4* 3* 2* 1* unclassified

University X 15 25 40 15 5

University Y 0 5 40 45 45

Quality
level Definition

4*
Quality that is world-leading in
terms of originality,
significance and rigour.

3*

Quality that is internationally
excellent in terms of
originality, significance and
rigour.

2*

Quality that is recognised
internationally in terms of
originality, significance and
rigour.

1*

Quality that is recognised
nationally in terms of
originality, significance and
rigour.

Unclassified
(u/c)

Quality that falls below 
the standard of nationally
recognised work. Or work
which does not meet the
published definition of
research for the purposes of
assessment.
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Ranking the results
Of course, there are a number of ways in
which the results may be summarised. Two
measures that respect the notion of a profile –
involving varying levels of performance within
a submission are the Grade Point Average
(GPA) calculated by multiplying the
percentage at each grade by the grade,
summing and dividing by a hundred; or,
alternatively, by summing grades 4* and 3*.
Both methods are shown (right) for the 12
Departments of Geography within the top
quartile of submissions.

Full rankings can be found at:
www.guardian.co.uk/education/table/2008/d
ec/18/rae-2008-results-uk-universities 

www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/Journals/T
HE/THE/18_December_2008/attachments/R
AE2008_THE_RESULTS.pdf

For the full results see: www.rae.ac.uk

Especially pleasing for the Department of
Geography was its stunning performance 
in terms of the quality of its research outputs
(publications) (see below).

This profile reveals the uniquely high, world
class performance of our Department in 
terms of the quality of its outputs.

Our RAE outcome was described by Adrian
Smith, Head of Department of Geography, 
as an “absolutely stellar achievement”.

The results for Queen Mary as a whole
dramatically reshape the league tables of
research–leading institutions in the UK. Queen
Mary climbed from 43rd place in 2001 to 10th
in 2008 (see right).

Research Assessment Exercise 2008 (cont)
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ranked by GPA 
ranked by 4* 

+ 3* %

1 = Bristol 2.95 clear 1 QMUL 75

Cambridge 2.95 2= Bristol 70

Durham 2.95 Cambridge 70

Oxford 2.95 Durham 70

1= QMUL 2.95 KCL 70

6 Leeds 2.90 Leeds 70

7= KCL 2.85 LSE 70

LSE 2.85 Oxford 70

Sheffield 2.85 Sheffield 70

UCL 2.85 10= Aberystwyth   65

11= Aberystwyth 2.80 RHUL 65

RHUL 2.80 UCL 65

Research performance in UK Departments of Geography

Top twenty research universities (ranked by 3* + 4*)

4* 3* 2* 1* U

Geography
research
outputs %

25.0 46.8 24.2 4.0 0.0

1 Imperial College 72.9

2 University of Cambridge 71.2

3 University of Oxford 70.3

4
London School 
of Economics

68.4

5 University College London 65.8

6 University of Manchester 65.4

7 University of Warwick 64.9

8 University of Essex 62.9

9 University of Edinburgh 62.8

10
Queen Mary, 
University of London

62.6

11 University of York 62.0

12 University of Bristol 61.4

13 University of Southampton 61.1

14 University of Leeds 60.9

15 University of Durham 60.9

16 University of Lancaster 60.7

17 University of Sheffield 60.4

18 King’s College London 59.8

19
Royal Holloway, 
University of London

59.8

20 University of Bath 59.6
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More from the award citation
‘Yours was the first academic department 
in the country to recognise the potential for
community organisations like LONDON
CITIZENS to be one of the solutions not 
only to poverty and low wages amongst the
working poor but also to the increasingly
fragmented and disparate communities of
the city. The calibre of your research and
analysis of the changes that have taken place
to work, community and family life as a result
of globalisation has been of a consistently
high and innovative character. LONDON
CITIZENS has been the happy focus of much
of your research and also has benefited
tremendously from your critique and
findings. Your decision not only to analyse 
our work but also throw academic neutrality
to the wind, roll your sleeves up and actually
formally join our efforts and influence our
struggles and first steps has proved to be
mutually beneficial.

This Award recognises your Department’s
courage to not only observe what is
happening to the human condition 

(on your doorstep) but also - quite uniquely
for Academic Departments - accept your
responsibility also to join hands with your
neighbours and to change and challenge 
the market forces that, left to themselves, 
can destroy the bonds that keep civil society
together. Your University’s (QMUL) decision
to not only pay the Living Wage but also bring
the outsourced cleaning staff back in house
is a shining example of what a powerful
anchor institution like a University can do to
change the world around them for the better
and give their most vulnerable staff the
dignity and respect they deserve.

In considering the nominations for this Award
the Trustees and Staff Team were unanimous
that the Queen Mary Geography Department
should be so honoured. It is LONDON
CITIZENS hope that your example of high
quality research, hands on analysis and
practical and tangible respect for your
neighbours will shine a light for others 
to follow as we share the same uncertain
future and struggle together.’

For further details see
www.cof.org.uk
www.londoncitizens.org.uk

Jane Wills who leads the Department’s work
with London Citizens said “There is no better 
place to study human geography than the 
East End of London, and being part of London
Citizens means we can teach our students
and do our research through active
engagement in the city around us.”

email: j.wills@qmul.ac.uk see also
www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/story.asp?s
ectioncode=26&storycode=404555

LONDON CITIZENS
Award to Queen Mary’s
Department of Geography
for ‘Academic Team of the
Year 2008’ 
This award was given to Queen Mary
Department of Geography for ‘the consistent
and unparalleled support and interest shown
in the revival of broad based community
organising, initially in East London and 
now across London and wider.’

About London Citizens
London Citizens is a powerful grassroots
charity working with local people, for local
people. Beginning twelve years ago as
TELCO, membership today includes over 
one hundred civil society organisations
across the city. Its goal is social, economic
and environmental justice. It meets that 
goal by training people of all ages, faiths 
and backgrounds to take action together 
for change and its campaigns have secured
many victories for the people of London.

QMUL Geography matters
Department of Geography is ‘Academic Team of the Year 2008’

Professor Jane Wills
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relationship between Geography as an
academic discipline and political change, it 
is once again clear just how much Geography
matters as a discipline and how much the
geography of contemporary life continues 
to increase its formative significance in
shaping the contemporary world. 

Bill McQueen CBE
Queen Mary Geography graduate Bill
McQueen was awarded a CBE in the Queen’s
Birthday Honours 2008. Bill graduated from
Queen Mary College (as it then was) in 1972
and his career started as an administrator
with the Social Science Research Council
(now ESRC). He then took a post in 1974 as a
social and economic researcher with the
Central Research Unit of the Scottish 
Office in Edinburgh.  

Taking time out in 1979, he gained a Masters
degree in Geography from the University of
California at Los Angeles and subsequently
obtained an MBA degree from the University
of Strathclyde. His career progressed as a
policy adviser and senior civil servant in the
administration of the Scottish Executive and
the devolved Scottish Government with work
in a diverse range of policy and management
portfolios including Housing; Agriculture;
privatisation of the Scottish Electricity
Companies; and Transport  - involving
sponsorship of Scotland’s rail, bus, ferry 
and aviation services.. He did a stint on
secondment to the Prime Minister’s
Efficiency Unit. 

For over 6 years
until his retirement
in 2008 he worked
at the Crown Office
and Procurator
Fiscal Service,
Scotland’s sole
prosecution
agency, where his
work as Deputy
Chief Executive,
leading efforts 

to modernise and reform the Service and
helping to introduce new arrangements in
responding to serious and organised crime
and acts of terror, were recognised by the
award of the CBE.

Bill said “I was astonished and flattered by
the award. And no, my family and friends
could not understand, either, why I had 
been chosen to receive it!”

Daniel Perrett: 
Green Geographer
A “physical geography moment” experienced
whilst being taught climate change in GCSE
Geography at school intensified Daniel
Perrett’s interest in environmental politics.
This experience, he says, “frightened the 
life out of me” but he recognised its political
implications immediately and it prompted
him to join the Green Party. Daniel is currently
a third year undergraduate student of the BA
Geography and Politics degree at Queen Mary,
for him, the real link between geography and
politics is to be found in political practice. 

As a member of his local Green Party, Daniel
was invited at very short notice late in 2008 
to contest a by-election in his home borough
of Waltham Forest. Although he did not win,
Daniel obtained five percent of the votes
despite being the sole Green standing against

7 other candidates
in a campaign in
which he perforce
had to run for
himself. Whilst
suffering “post-
election blues”,
the experience 
of the campaign
served greatly 
to reinforce
Daniel’s belief in
the vital

significance of an informed and active politics
in facing and dealing with the challenges of
the contemporary world. And it further
strengthened his belief in the critical
importance of Green politics. He therefore
spurns the suggestion made after the election
that “you should stand for the Lib Dems and
then you would get in”.

Arguing that he does “not see much evidence
of political change arising from academic
work” Daniel sees Geography as being
concerned with the bases of social justice –
which for him is inseparable from
environmental justice. Thus his degree has
enhanced his social and environmental
understanding enormously - “it has given 
me more political knowledge”. Whatever the

QMUL Geography matters (cont)
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Conversely, the response of peatlands to
increased fire and drought could counteract
global warming. That is, fire could lead to
thermal alteration (‘charring’) of large stocks
of peat, converting it to a form which is highly
resistant to decomposition and therefore
protected from release to the atmosphere,
whereas drought could result in changes to
vegetation and hydrology that act to reduce
the amount of methane and/or carbon
dioxide released to the atmosphere. 

Here in the Geography Department at Queen
Mary, funding from the Natural Environment
Research Council [grant numbers
NE/E004709/1 and NE/F001770/1] has
allowed us to investigate fundamental
aspects of how the peatland carbon cycle
operates and responds to environmental
change. In collaboration with groups at 
Leeds University and the Macaulay Land 
Use Research Institute, we are studying 
the immediate impacts and longer-term
implications of a fire in southwest Scotland.
With groups at Edinburgh, Newcastle and
Uppsala Universities, we are using a natural
environmental gradient across a peatland 
in Sweden to investigate some of the
fundamental controls on peat decomposition. 

These projects, combined with on-going
modelling work, improve our understanding
of how the peatland carbon cycle works and –
crucially – how it might respond to increased
frequency of fire and drought.

Globally peatlands store a huge amount of
carbon as soil organic matter (peat). Over 
the next decades, the frequency of fires 
and droughts in peatland-dominated regions
is likely to increase as a result of human-
induced global warming. The burning and
accelerated decomposition of peat that would
result from these environmental changes
could release large amounts of peat carbon 
to the atmosphere as ‘greenhouse gases’
(mainly carbon dioxide and methane),
possibly amplifying global warming further. 

Current research in Geography at QMUL
Northern peatlands: a ticking carbon bomb or just ticking along?
Lisa Belyea

Frank Verheijen and Lisa Belyea doing frosty fieldwork on the Silver Flowe, a blanket bog in southwest Scotland which
burned in April 2007. Photo: Laura Shotbolt.

Kathryn Allton on Ryggmossen, a raised bog in central-
eastern Sweden. Photo: Lisa Belyea.
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Dr Lisa Belyea is Senior Lecturer in
Physical Geography at Queen Mary.
Before arriving at Queen Mary, Lisa was a
NERC Advanced Fellow at the Institute of
Geography, University of Edinburgh from
where she gained her PhD. Her research
interests focus on biogeochemical cycling

and spatiotemporal dynamics of
ecosystems, with an emphasis on
peatlands. The findings of her research
contribute to an emerging, fundamental
shift in ecological thinking, in which
ecosystems are conceptualised as
‘complex adaptive systems’. 
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bicycle flows along the towpath. Add to these
daytime performances, the spectacular night
views, south to the over-lit Canary Wharf and
east to the construction floodlights and blinking
cranes of the 2012 Olympic site, and we had 
a front row seat at some of the best theatre i
n London. And of course we had all of East
London every day from the crowded daily street
market along Whitechapel to the late night
curry and chip shops on every block. And, 
it only took three and half minutes to walk 
to the Geography Department from Flat #17!

While visiting QM Geography we were between
us able to complete a handful of journal
articles, a textbook, and the first draft of a new
grant proposal. But the most valuable part of
the fellowship period was the opportunity to
present our work to congenial but also
intellectually challenging colleagues and to
spend time in reading groups and in less formal
settings talking about the ideas and issues that
are pre-occupying human geographers in the
UK, the USA, and elsewhere today. The
highlight of our visit was the finale Christmas
dinner wherein we were able to celebrate the
well-deserved superior ranking awarded by 
the RAE to Queen Mary and the Geography
Department. Having witnessed the dedication,
intellectual excitement and wonderful
collegiality among the wide range of people
who make QM Geography what it is – staff,
postgraduates, under-graduates, office
personnel, and even cleaning personnel – 
it was a delight to raise our glasses to their
accomplishments.

While at QM we began discussions about the
possibility of exchanges between the faculty
and postgrads there and the equivalent folks 
at our home institution in Tucson. We plan to
develop a mechanism to make that happen
over the next several months.  

Thanks Queen Mary Geography for an
amazingly productive and enjoyable four
months!”

Maria Kaika 
During the Autumn/Spring terms of 2007/2008
Maria Kaika (University of Manchester) was 
a Department of Geography Distinguished
Visiting Fellow. She was working on the
symbolism of architecture in the capitalist 
city, including the City of London. Maria 
wrote this about her experience:

“… colleagues in Geography made my stay 
one of the most exciting periods of my
academic career. The unique combination 
of intellectual stimulation and friendliness
made my engagement with academic staff 
and graduate students one of the most
inspiring periods of my academic life.

“I would also like to comment on the excellent
infrastructure available for Visiting Scholars at
Queen Mary. Giving me full access to brilliant
office space, and IT and library facilities at 
the City Centre and the Graduate School 
and offering me superb accommodation  – 
with majestic views of my research area -
enabled me to pursue my work effectively. I
enjoyed life on Queen Mary campus, with its
formidable built environment, open spaces 
and high quality catering facilities. Indeed,
returning to campus after fieldwork in the City,
provided me with a haven where I could pursue
my writing uninterrupted (minus the fire
alarms!) and inspired. It was a luxury to have
on- site everything a scholar needs to do his/her 
work.”

Academic visitors

Visitors from the University of Arizona
Sallie Marston was a QMUL Distinguished
Visiting Fellow and John Paul Jones III was 
a Department of Geography Visiting 
Scholar during the Autumn term 2008.

This is what they wrote about their visits:

“Having been back in the US for less than a
month, we are still being asked how our time 
in London was. To each and every one we say:
“It was amazing!”  We got more work done 
than we ever expected and were exceedingly
fortunate to be able to spend our time with
some of the warmest, most enjoyable and
stimulating colleagues one could ask for. 
Our precious four months at Queen Mary 
were sublime.  

The QM distinguished fellows are all assigned
to live at Sir Christopher France House where
we occupied a bright, well-equipped and
modern flat with a view over the ever-amusing
Regents Canal. Each morning we could 
look out to see whether there was a barge
negotiating the locks or a small gaggle of 
water fowl waiting patiently to be fed by the 
odd passer by. Canal traffic is set against the
mesmerizing rhythm of the pedestrian and

QMUL Geography from the outside looking in

The site ontologists: Sallie Marston, John Paul Jones III
and Keith Woodward in London, December 2008 
(Photo: John Paul Jones III)
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There are three schemes through which
visiting scholars can come and spend 
time in the Department:

• Queen Mary Distinguished Visiting Fellows
• Department of Geography Distinguished

Visitors
• Department of Geography Visiting

Scholars

Details are available from
www.geog.qmul.ac.uk/research/visitors/in
dex.html

The Department
welcomes four visitors 
for Spring 2009
The Department welcomes four visitors
who will be joining us for the Spring
semester. 2009 Stuart Elden (University of
Durham) and Alec Murphy (University of
Oregon) join us under the Distinguished
Visiting Fellows scheme. William Jenkins
from York University, Canada, will be
spending a sabbatical period in the
Department as a Visiting Scholar.

Additionally, Nigel Roulet (McGill
University, Canada) is the Department’s
annual Distinguished Visitor. He will join 
us for one week this semester.

View from Room 17 (Photo: John Paul Jones III)
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Al James
Al chaired a panel discussion on ‘Work-life
balance’ at the London Girl Geek Dinner
hosted by Google 16 08 08 

http://blip.tv/file/1334292

Jane Wills
Living wage support honoured
Times Higher Education 04 12 08

www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/story.asp?s
ectioncode=26&storycode=404555

Simon Reid-Henry
Simon’s book Fidel and
Che: a revolutionary
friendship Hodder and
Stoughton London 2009 
has been very widely
covered

Simon discussed the
book whilst opening 

the South Bank Centre’s Revolutions series
14 01 09

www.southbankcentre.co.uk/literature-
spoken-word/productions/fidel-and-che-
43969

The Guardian interactive

www.guardian.co.uk/books/interactive/2009/
jan/09/fidel-castro-che-guevara-biography

Review by Stephen Fidler in the Financial
Times 03 01 09

www.ft.com/cms/s/0/e602d3ca-d6c7-11dd-
9bf7-000077b07658.html

Review by Ian Thomson in the Sunday Times
04 01 09

http://entertainment.timesonline.co.uk/tol/art
s_and_entertainment/books/non-
fiction/article5424403.ece

Review by Nicholas Shakespeare 
in the Sunday Telegraph 10 01 09

www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/books/bookrevi
ews/4209297/Fidel-and-Che-by-Simon-
Reid-Henry---review.html

Roger Lee
Post-Keynesian critique of financial markets
needed Financial Times  31 12 08
FT.com / Comment & analysis / Letters 

www.ft.com/cms/s/0/471f9788-d6dc-11dd-
9bf7-000077b07658.html

‘Free’ market? There can be no such thing
Financial Times  22 10 08 

Kavita Datta
The trust gap Banks do not trust migrants
and, often, the feeling is mutual. European
society needs the gap to be bridged
EuropeVoice.com 09 01 09

www.europeanvoice.com/article/2009/01/the
-trust-gap/63586.aspx

Kate Hardy
Kate is currently a postgraduate student at
Queen Mary’s Department of Geography. Her
essay Blind children are right to learn. How
can disabled children meet their full potential
when they are often ignored by their families
and wider society? was one of the winners in
The Guardian International Development
Journalism Competition. It was published 
on  22 12 08

www.guardian.co.uk/journalismcompetition/
blind-children

www.sightsavers.org/Media%20Centre/Exhib
itions,%20Events%20&%20Competitions/W
orld6894.htm

Alastair Owens and Karen Wehner 
Alastair’s research assistant on the AHRC-
funded project Living in Victorian London:
Material histories of everyday life in the
nineteenth-century metropolis appeared 
on BBC1’s Inside Out programme broadcast
at 7.30pm  05 11 08

Alastair is due to appear again soon talking
about nineteenth-century Victoria Park and
parallels with construction of contemporary
Olympic park at Stratford.

Queen Mary’s Department of Geography in the media
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Forthcoming 
events
Queen Mary’s Department
of Geography Teachers’
Conference
Geographers in a Digital Age: INformatiON
IN/ON post-16 Geography 
Wednesday 3 June 2009 
further information on 
www.geog.qmul.ac.uk

Professorial 
inaugural lectures
Jane Wills 26 February 2009
The living wage

Jon May 3 June 2009
Geographies of homelessness,
hopelessness ... and hope

All welcome to attend. 
For further details please see
www.qmul.ac.uk/events

Conference: 
Histories of home
Friday 5 June 2009
further details from Alastair Owens 
a.j.owens@qmul.ac.uk

Workshop
‘Reflection so on the economies, societies
and spaces twenty years after the collapse
of state socialism’, European Urban 
and Regional Studies and Economic
Geography Research Group workshop. 
7 May 2009 Contact Adrian Smith
a.m.smith@qmul.ac.uk or Al James
a.james@qmul.ac.uk

Kate Hardy 
with Indian
schoolchildren

Victorian stoneware bottles
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