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Measles national incident

733 laboratory 
confirmed 

measles cases 

From 1 Oct 
2023 - 4 March 

2024

59% in West 
Midlands

15% (112 
cases) in 
London

63% in 
children under 

10

216 cases in 
young people 

and adults
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Possible measles cases in North East London

19 measles 
diagnostic codes 

found in EMIS 
since 1 January

10 measles 
diagnostic codes 
found in EMIS in 

February

These are not necessarily laboratory confirmed cases. Data up to 29 February.
Not including data from SystmOne (11 practices out of a total of 264).
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MMR vaccination uptake in North East London

* COVER data
** CEG timely child imms data
*** The number of unvaccinated eligible children is much higher

3,800 x 18 
= 68,400 potential 
additional cases

At least 3,800 children 
aged 13-18 months are 

unprotected ***

72% of children aged 
13-18m have MMR1**

82% MMR uptake in 
24m cohort *



5

Be alert to possible cases and transmission

• Consider calling a dedicated practice meeting to make sure everyone at the practice knows 
what to do

• Isolate anyone presenting with a rash and fever straight away

• If you suspect measles, notify your local Health Protection Team immediately at 
necl.team@ukhsa.gov.uk, they will arrange for oral fluid testing. For urgent advice only, 
phone 0300 303 0450

• Check all your staff are fully vaccinated

mailto:necl.team@ukhsa.gov.uk
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Be proactive

• Call/recall children aged 1 to 5 who are unvaccinated or not fully vaccinated
• Order in some Priorix for those who object to gelatine
• Make Every Encounter Count
• Code vaccinations given by Vaccination UK at schools when you are notified so that the 

child’s full immunisation record is available (both to family and to national recall team)
• Be prepared to check MMR status – national recall team might wrongly tell patients they 

are not vaccinated
• Be prepared to vaccinate adults too, there is no upper age limit!
• Collaborate with local community groups where possible to engage with harder to reach 

families
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How to check MMR status

If under 1 year old:
• No MMR vaccination needed.

If age 1 year - 3 years 4 months:
• Ensure at least one MMR vaccination is recorded – 

do not worry about which code has been used.
• The vaccination should be on or after their first 

birthday.

If age 3 years 4 months or over:
• Confirm two MMR vaccinations are recorded.
• The first vaccination must be on or after their first 

birthday.
• The second vaccination must be at 15 months or 

older (usually given at around 3 years).
• There must be a gap of at least 28 days between the 

two doses.
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Resources
• Think measles poster (includes photos of rashes on different skin tones)

• Mind the gap (clinical handbook of signs and symptoms in black and brown skin)

• National measles guidelines

• UKHSA measles communications toolkit

• Translated invites for MMR vaccination

• Measles information for parents

• Addressing patients concerns and supporting vaccine acceptance - UKHSA webinar

• MMR vaccination catch up announcement

• NEL Primary Care update

• UKHSA Health Protection Team details

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/653b77e5d10f35000d9a6a6c/UKHSA-12724-think-measles-HCW-poster.pdf
https://www.blackandbrownskin.co.uk/mindthegap
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/65bb924dcc6fd600145dbe4d/20240123_national-measles-guidelines-February-2024.pdf
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fcontent.govdelivery.com%2Fattachments%2FUKHPA%2F2024%2F01%2F19%2Ffile_attachments%2F2754031%2FUKHSA%2520Measles%2520Toolkit%25202024%25201.0.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://www.england.nhs.uk/publication/mmr-invites/
https://www.what0-18.nhs.uk/parentscarers/worried-your-child-unwell/measles-new
https://www.healthpublications.gov.uk/ViewArticle.html?sp=Simmunisationtrainingwebinar5addressingpatientsconcerns
https://www.england.nhs.uk/long-read/confirmation-of-national-vaccination-and-immunisation-catch-up-campaign-for-2023-24/#campaign-timings
http://coronavirus.wel.nhs.sitekit.net/covid-updates/nhs-advice-and-materials-for-professionals-on-measles/633137
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/contacts-phe-health-protection-teams#north-east-and-north-central-london-hpt
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Book a facilitation visit – CEG APL-Imms tool
• Find a facilitator
• About APL-Imms

https://www.qmul.ac.uk/ceg/about-us/contact-us/
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/ceg/support-for-gp-practices/resources/software-tools/apl-imms/
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Thank youThank you

qmul.ac.uk/ceg

      @QMUL_CEG
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