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Introduction 

Heart Failure (HF) tool is one of a suite of tools developed by the Clinical Effectiveness Group (CEG. It provides key diagnostic and treatment indicators in a 

simple format so that better optimal patient care and QOF points are achieved.  

 

LVSD  

 

NOTE that ONLY people with LVSD coded, count towards QOF targets for ACE/ARB and beta-blocker treatment. We have found that GPs often forget to 

record LVSD and that only a very few people have this code. This means that there is a big loss of QOF points which depend largely on NUMBERS of people 

rather than just the %. 

For example if there are only 2 people with LVSD coded and both have full treatment then this will give 100% - BUT because there are only 2 people this is 

in fact worth very little. 

So it worth checking coding where possible to ensure that LVSD is coded and treatments are optimal to maximize QOF points. 

Our tool clearly displays the total number of people with Heart Failure as well as the number with LVSD so you can see at a glance how the practice is 

doing. 

 

The tool shows a number of key indicators some of which are in QOF and some are based on wider evidence based indicators. 

 

 



Setting up the tool: Getting the EMIS search into the tool 

There are two ways you might obtain the EMIS search to make this tool work. 

 

A. Practices served directly by CEG in east London will be able to copy the search from the CEG folder. 

Practices served directly by CEG will be able to copy the search from the CEG domain in population reporting. To copy the Heart Failure search, click on 

the Population reporting screen, then access the CEG’s EMIS Web domain in the bottom left of the screen. The #Practice reports (2014-2015) contain 

Heart Failure search under Heart Failure folder. 

B. Practices outside this area will be sent the search together with the HF-tool – the practice will have to put the search into a suitable EMIS folder –

save it with a memorable name such as ‘Heart Failure Report’ and use it from there. 

 

The example below shows that the practice has put the search into the CEG folder called, in this example ‘HF Search & Report’ 

 

  



I. Access Population Manager in EMIS Web 

 

 

  



II. Select  IMPORT  as shown ….this will bring up a browser window 

 

 

 

  



III. Browse the search file window that appears and select the search file. 

 

  



IV. Run the search and it will produce a report. 

 

  



V. Once the search has run, you must first ‘View Results’ to export. 

 

  



VI. The View Results window shows all the patient data and search results per patient. 

 

 

  



VII. Now, click the Export icon. 

 

  



VIII. Export as a CSV format and make sure the ‘Override hidden patient possible’ option is checked and leave other options as unchecked. 

 

 

NOTE: The data is patient identifiable, so needs to be saved into the practice’s Shared Drive. 

  



How to Enter Data into HF Tool 

 

Once ‘Exported’, the Results from the search can be loaded into the Heart Failure Tool. 

 

I. Open the Heart Failure Tool, and then navigate to Excel Options, click Trust Center Settings, and then click Macro Settings. Now enable Macros and 
Trust VBA projects in Excel as shown below. 
 

  

 

 

 

 



 

II. Go to the Main Sheet of the HF Tool and click on ‘Press to locate CSV file’. 

 

III. Select the location of the EMIS web output CSV from where it was saved to, and once selected and imported a popup will notify the user that the 

Tool is ready to be used. 

 



Running the HF Tool 

If the CSV file has imported correctly, the main screen would look something like this. 

 



 

Now press             icon, it will displays the total number of people with Heart Failure as well as the number with LVSD so you can see at a glance how the 

practice is doing. Once you have press the START button at the top, you can analysis data using interactive search section. 

 

On main screen view is spilt into two sections Interactive Search and Summary: Some of these same tabs are also accessible on the left – e.g. QOF 

exception codes. 

  



Interactive Section 

This section is designed to display different indicators. To run the display, first press the START button, select the patient register you wish to use:  either 

‘Total HF Register’ or ‘LVSD’- then apply the indicators. More than one may apply e.g., NYHA & ACE/ARB. The running count with percentage is displayed.  

 

The Main Screen has radio buttons for denominator selection, 

optional checkboxes list for NYHA & Beta Blockers/ACE/ARB where 

you can select more than one checkbox and optional checkboxes (Yes 

& No). Either ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ checkbox can be selected within the pair of 

checkboxes. To clear the checkbox, click the selected checkbox again. 

 

To reset the search criteria, click the ‘RESET to Total HF Register’ 

button. 

  



Summary Section 

The Summary area provides numbers and % of key data recorded by the practice. It is divided in to three tables. 

 

1. Register Status 

2. Treatments 

3. Investigation 

 

 

 

  



Register status table shows total number of patients with diagnosis of heart failure, patients not reviewed in last six months and patients with both heart 

failure and LVSD. 

 

 

Treatments table shows % of patients against each treatment prescribed in the last 6 months including patients on ACE/ARB and beta-blockers, 

spironolactone/eplerenone, or in receipt of a flu immunisation the last fifteen months, and pneumococcal immunisations in the last ten years. The 

treatments percentages are calculated on the denominators shown: LVSD for treatments but total HF register for immunisation.  

These views also provide the information on QOF targets and ‘gaps’ for ACE/ARB and beta-blockers. 

 

 



Investigations shows the percentage of patients with a New York Heart Association (NYHA) heart failure measure and those with an echocardiogram 

(Echo) recorded (ever) , along with the estimated Glomerular Filtration Rate (eGFR), Pulse Rhythm, and Systolic and Diastolic Blood Pressure (in the last 15 

months).  

 

 

 

  



Patient View 

The Patient View shows you the full details of individual named patients. 

The result of your interactive search will also appear on ‘Patient View’ datasheet. To view the search result click on           icon or ‘Patient View’ link located 

at left of Main screen or click on ‘Patient View’ tab at the bottom. 

 

The Patient View datasheet changes to reflect changes in the   search indicators. 



QOF Exception Coding 

To help remind you, we have provided a list of all QOF exception codes for heart failure. 

Note that some codes expire annually and have to be added again. Use of Persisting codes where appropriate can avoid unnecessary work. 

 

 



Codeset  

The Codeset screen provides information on the codesets and timeframes used in the data sheets. 

 



Glossary 

 

HF Heart Failure 

QOF Quality and Outcomes Framework 

LVSD Left Ventricular Systolic Dysfunction 

BB Beta-Blocker 

ACE Angiotensin-Converting Enzyme 

ARB Angiotensin Receptor Blockers 

AF Atrial Fibrillation 

NYHA New York Heart Association 

Echo Echocardiogram 

COPD Chronic Obstructive Airways Disease 

eGFR  Estimated Glomerular Filtration Rate  

MI Myocardial Infarction 

 

 

For further information about using APL in 

your practice, please contact: CEG: 

ihse-ceg-admin@qmul.ac.uk 

58 Turner St,  

London 

E1 2AB 

Tel: 0207 882 2553 

 

 


