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This week 

• ACTION: Please copy the new recall searches (version 8) before you call cohort 6  

• ACTION: Please review your pregnancy register 

 

 
ACTION: Copy the new recall searches (version 8) before you call cohort 6  
  
PHE issued clarification on the definition of cohort 6 over the weekend. This takes most asthmatics who are 
not shielding out of the priority groups. We have applied the new national criteria and amended our searches 
for cohort 6. 
There is room for clinical judgement on the issue. The Green Book says: The prescriber should apply clinical 
judgment to take into account the risk of COVID-19 exacerbating any underlying disease that a patient may 
have, as well as the risk of serious illness from COVID-19 itself. PRIMIS/PHE have not indicated how this should 
be coded. We suggest you add the code below to a patient’s record if you are booking them for vaccination, 
but they are not included in the cohort 6 definition: 

 
 

  
ACTION: Review your pregnancy register  
 
The pregnancy register definition, written by PRIMIS and used nationwide, has been causing issues in practice, 
so we are asking you to review your register.  
 
In addition, there is some confusion about how to approach pregnant women who fall in cohort 6. We have 
taken them out so that they do not receive a standard text message from AccuBook. Instead, we have placed 
them in a separate search so that you can: 
 

1. Ascertain whether they are indeed pregnant. If they are not, add a code such as Termination of 
pregnancy, Miscarriage, or Birth, to remove them from the pregnancy register so that they can go 
back to normal call/recall. 
 

2. Approach genuinely pregnant women in this category in line with your CCG’s policy and advice. 

 

 
 
If you have any questions or need support, please get in touch with your locality CEG facilitators. 
  
For anything COVID-related, you can also reach the CEG team at: CEGCOVID@qmul.ac.uk 
  

https://www.qmul.ac.uk/blizard/ceg/
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/blizard/ceg/resources/
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/blizard/ceg/covid/
mailto:CEGCOVID@qmul.ac.uk


  
 
 


