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Welcome
Welcome to the nineteenth 
PASS Newsletter. Please send 
contributions or comments for 
future issues to: d.m.andrews@
qmul.ac.uk. Issue 20 will be in 
the next academic year.  Back 
copies can be found on the 
PASS webpage: http://www.
qmul.ac.uk/undergraduate/
schools/educationliaison/wp/
pass/index.html. All contributors 
receive a PASS mug…
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• Blackboard mentoring
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organiser reflects

•  PASS certificate ceremony,  
18 March

• Finding out more

Please note that all pictures in this newsletter 
of the conference and certificate ceremony 
were taken by Khadhija Khanom.

Some of the alumni readers of this 
newsletter will remember the excitement 
of the first PASS conference in 2011.  
Four years and a lot of preparation 
later, a hard-working committee, some 
outstanding speakers and a lively and 
engaged mentor audience launched 
the second – Who is the modern-day 
student? A videoed greeting by our 
mentoring friends at Florida State 
University (see Issue 18), opened the 
conference, with sunny palm trees in 
the background forming a contrast to 
our rainy February day.  The keynote 
speaker was Dr Guglielmo Volpe, 
Reader in the School of Economics and 
Finance and the founder and continuing 
academic coordinator of SEF PASS.  His 
keynote address was pitch-perfect for 
his audience of mentors. The student 
speakers were delighted that he was 
able to stay for their presentations, 
not least because he judged them 
outstanding.  

Anyone who missed the conference can 
see the programme and catch up on all 
the presentations on the PASS webpage.  
As well as Dr Volpe, you can hear 
Catherine Palmer (Drama); Kateryna 
Hyrnchak (SEF) and Catalina-Andreea 
Romila (SBCS); Giulia Campolo and 
Michael Khoshdel (both SMS) and Ryan 
Hill (SPA).  Ryan commented on the 
student-centred nature of the event:

Not only did I find the ideas themselves 
interesting and worth being part of the 
conference for alone, the chance to 
present is one that very few students 

Greetings from Florida:  Kimberley Walsh and Jessica Elam 
(soon to be in post as a coordinator at International Center for 
Supplemental Instruction at UMKC)

Keynote speaker, Dr Guglielmo Volpe

PASS conference, 4 February
get offered. One of the ways the PASS 
conference is so unique is for the same 
reason that I give when talking to first 
years about PASS: it’s a conference 
for students presented (mostly) by 
students. Excluding a few societies, 
there is little opportunity for undergrads 
to get the chance to present our ideas, 
especially in such a professional and 
discussion-based way, so I think the 
organisers easily achieved the goal 
of giving everyone who attended the 
chance to experience what it’s like to be 
part of an academic conference.

Committee members and workshop 
facilitators were Rezwana Akther (SBM), 
Sneha Gopee (EECS), Ryan Howells 
(Dentistry) and Leyla Noury (SBCS).

Workshop on Giulia and Michael’s 
Student choices – a plethora 

Speakers richly rewarded with mugs (left to right: Giulia, 
Catherine, Catalina, Ryan, Michael – Kateryna not in shot)
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This is an edited version, by 
student organisers, Nehal 
Doshi and Ryan Howells, of an 
article written for the Dental 
Society Newsletter.

At some point during first year, 
Peer Assisted Study Support - 
better known as ‘PASS’ - has 
been a saviour for most of us. 

We all know how demanding the first year can be and 
our aim is to help out in any way we can, whether that 
be academic mentoring, study skills advice or just moral 
support. We are immensely enjoying our time as student 
organisers this year and are fortunate to have a team 
of 12 enthusiastic second-year mentors. The sessions 
are run to encourage maximum discussion and the 
topics we cover are those chosen by popular opinion 
from the first years. This year, PASS has migrated from 
the Garrod Building to the wonderful fifth-floor seminar 
rooms in the new Dental Hospital, which has proved 
to be a very comfortable learning environment. In the 
spirit of our ‘reflective’ curriculum, we would like to 
share some of the thoughts and experiences of current 
second year mentors. Enjoy!

PASS is a wonderful program that allows us as mentors 
to bridge the gap between the first years and ourselves 
as second years. It gives us the opportunity to reflect 
back on previous errors and misunderstandings and 
allows us to help prevent others from making the same 
mistakes. It is such a lovely experience when you 
can genuinely help someone, and knowing that you 
can relate to them because you were in that position 
yourself not so long ago!  
Anne Nackasha

It is very rewarding to know that my work and sharing 
of personal experience has had a positive effect on 
the first-year students’ university life and academia, 
however small. What’s more, by working alongside the 
PASS mentors, not only have I honed many aspects 
of my soft skills including communication, teamwork 
and presentation skills, I was also able to recap some 
important knowledge from my first year!  
Anthony Campbell

Being an active member within the PASS team at Barts 
has been thoroughly rewarding. We’ve been lucky to 
receive some great feedback from the students and 
also from their tutors in regards to recent assessment 
performances. Being a visual learner, I found I was 
delivering my material to benefit those who are also 
visual learners. However I have now been able to 
overcome this problem by using a range of techniques. 
Varkha Rattu

Good year for Dentistry PASS 

Mentor Anne Nackasha leading the discussion

Blackboard mentoring
Anyone observing the range 
of schemes within PASS 
at Queen Mary would be 
struck by the huge variety 
of techniques and styles 
used by the different mentor 
teams, based on students’ 
understanding of how best to 
reach near-peers in their own 
‘academic tribes’.  It may be 
surprising for some, however, 
to know that Maths PASS is 
devoted to the blackboard – 
see picture.
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Todun Akinremi  (former 
SEMS mentor and organiser) 
hopes to come and see us 
again soon:

I would have loved to come 
back for the certificate event 
this year, but I’m back home 
in Nigeria to prepare for 
my new role post masters 
graduation; I have recently 
been offered an Engineering 

position with Shell Netherlands. I do hope to be able 
to visit once I’m settled in my role, probably at the next 
certificate event.  Personally, my experience with PASS 
has always been a winner at all my interviews with my 
interviewers being very impressed with the scheme and 
my involvement.

Juned Uddin (SEMS organiser for two years, including 
one with Todun) is now a Teach First teacher, among 
other things… He has some advice for mentors on 
getting the most of out of being part of PASS at Queen 
Mary:

I took the role of PASS mentor and organiser in my 
second year at QMUL and continued the role in the 
final year of my BEng Medical Engineering degree. 
I shared this role with another organiser and some 
of the duties involved included coordinating SEMS 
mentors, managing the mentoring sessions and tracking 
performance of PASS at SEMS. After graduating, I joined 
the Leadership Development Programme with Teach 
First, which requires me to work as a science teacher at 
a secondary school while also working towards a PGCE 
with Canterbury Christ Church University. At the school, 
I was recently promoted to take on added responsibility 
as a media development officer. After graduating, I also 
founded a social enterprise called ideaAcademy London 
where we help boost the attainment and aspirations 
of secondary school students through supplementary 
education.

PASS has helped me develop the competencies to 
be able to conduct all these activities as a graduate. 
I gained management skills as an organiser, 
communication skills as a mentor and time management 
skills while doing these alongside my studies. I had a 
lot of examples to talk about during my interviews. One 

piece of advice I would give to current PASS mentors 
would be to go above and beyond what is expected 
of you. Think about how you can add value to PASS 
and develop a skill in the process. I enjoyed graphic 
design and tried to create very high quality posters to 
promote PASS. I do feel this helped me gain the media 
development officer promotion at school.  You might 
enjoy organising socials, making videos or even baking 
cakes to attract more mentees to PASS: whatever it 
may be, work with your team and take ownership of an 
aspect of PASS. In the process, you’ll develop yourself as 
a more holistic and competent individual. You’re part of 
a brilliant scheme at QMUL so make the most of it! 

Todun ‘speed mentoring’ back in 2012

Alumni news

Looking back – a student 
organiser reflects
Sneha Gopee, who has been the Electronic 
Engineering lead in the EECS PASS organiser team 
this year and one of the committee for the certificate 
ceremony, looks back on her time in PASS as she 
gets ready to move on from QMUL:

I am a final-year student in Electronic Engineering 
and have been doing PASS for the past two years 
now. For the first year, I was a mentor and in the 
second year became a PASS organiser. PASS has 
helped me immensely these last couple of years. 
It has even helped me in securing a job before 
graduation. While being a mentor, I’ve had ample 
opportunity to interact with people that I’ve never 
met before, help them with their study-related 
problems and make a difference for them. This has 
helped in building my own self-confidence and at 
the same time improved my communication and 
leadership skills. Moreover, the most important 
thing that I’ve achieved by being a PASS mentor 
is team-working skills! This is one of the skills that 
employers seek in their employees and PASS can 
help you in achieving this. Besides, you can always 
have some fun while doing PASS. What I enjoyed the 
most is having had the chance to help in organising 
the PASS certificate ceremony, which was a great 
success. To conclude, PASS has been a great part of 
my university life and I would encourage students to  
join in - to help in making a difference!



PASS
Peer Assisted Study Support

PASS certificate ceremony,  
18 March
While the basic format 
of the PASS certificate 
ceremony has been 
retained since the first one 
in 2008, each year a new 
organising committee brings 
in its own innovations and 
tweaks.  
This year’s organisers were proud to 
introduce registration wristbands (take 
a bow, Krishna Halai, SPIR) along 
with vegan and gluten-free cupcakes 
(shared bows, Rosemary Koper, SLLF 
and QM Catering).  The posters for 
the event were based on an original 
design by Juned Uddin (see Alumni  
 

News) and updated, in the PASS spirit 
of baton-passing across the years and 
disciplines, by Sara Hooshyar (SLLF).

Our inspiring alumna speaker was Tayo 
Akindeinde (Geography), due to start 
an MPhil in Geographical Research at 
Cambridge in October and with some 
interesting freelance projects behind 
her. She gave mentors the good advice 
that they should choose their extra-
curricular activities based on where 
they see themselves in their future 
careers, encouraging us to be the 
person you want to be today.

Academic coordinators and other PASS 
supporters on campus often have 
(possibly less enjoyable) meetings to 
attend when the certificate ceremony 
takes place but mentors always have 

their support from afar and it is very 
welcome when some are able to 
attend.  This year, Professor Cathy 
McIlwaine (Geography PASS) came 
to applaud her mentors and listen to 
former student, Tayo, while Dr Hicham 
Adjali came to support the SEMS 
contingent.  The EECS mentors were 
applauded with particular enthusiasm 
by former student organiser, alumnus 
Priyank Krishnani.

Organising committee, left to right, Michelle, 
Sneha, Ryan, Krishna, Rosemary

SEMS mentors and organisers 
with Dr Hicham Adjali

Geographers: Prof Cathy McIlwaine, Tayo 
Akindeinde and student organiser, Thomas Ganly

Priyank enjoying 
a cake with EECS 
mentor, Zibran HyeSpeaker, Tayo

SBCS mentors and 
organisers on Skeel 
balcony, post-cake



Biological and Chemical Sciences
Student organisers
Said El-Chamaa  
– s.el-chamaa@se12.qmul.ac.uk

Leyla Noury – l.noury@se12.qmul.ac.uk

Catalina-Andreea Romila  
– c.romila@se12.qmul.ac.uk

Academic coordinator
Dr Caroline Brennan  
– c.h.brennan@qmul.ac.uk

Business and Management
Student organiser
Rezwana Akther  
– r.akther@hss12.qmul.ac.uk

Academic coordinator
Dr Elena Doldor – e.r.doldor@qmul.ac.uk

Electronic Engineering  
and Computer Science
Student organisers
Alhamza Alnaimi  
– a.alnaimi@se12.qmul.ac.uk

Sneha Raj Gopee  
– s.r.gopee@se11.qmul.ac.uk

Ben Steer – b.a.steer@se12.qmul.ac.uk

Academic coordinator
Dr Khalid Rajab - k.rajab@qmul.ac.uk

Dentistry
Student organisers
Nehal Pankaj Doshi  
– n.doshi@smd12.qmul.ac.uk

Ryan James Howells  
– r.j.howells@smd12.qmul.ac.uk

Academic coordinator
Dr Rob Whiley - r.a.whiley@qmul.ac.uk

Drama
Student organisers
Arianna Rice – a.rice@hss12.qmul.ac.uk

Catherine Palmer  
– c.l.palmer@hss13.qmul.ac.uk

Academic coordinator
Dr Aoife Monks – a.monks@qmul.ac.uk

Economics and Finance 
Student organiser
Kateryna Hrynchak  
– k.hrynchak@hss12.qmul.ac.uk

Academic coordinator
Dr Guglielmo Volpe  
– g.volpe@qmul.ac.uk

Engineering and Materials 
Science 
Student organisers
Jade Ng Chieng Hin 
– j.ngchienghin@se12.qmul.ac.uk

Lois Ovie – e.l.ovie@se11.qmul.ac.uk

Academic coordinator
Dr Hicham Adjali  
– h.adjali@qmul.ac.uk

English 
Student organisers
Becky Hipkiss  
– r.a.hipkiss@hss12.qmul.ac.uk

Lucy Sutcliffe  
– l.a.sutcliffe@hss12.qmul.ac.uk

Academic coordinator
Dr Sam McBean  
- s.mcbean@qmul.ac.uk

Geography 
Student organiser
Thomas Ganly  
– t.ganly@hss12.qmul.ac.uk

Academic coordinator
Professor Cathy McIlwaine  
– c.j.mcilwaine@qmul.ac.uk

History 
Student organisers
Jake Voller – j.voller@hss12.qmul.ac.uk

Marta Zakrzewska  
– m.zakrzewska@hss12.qmul.ac.uk

Academic coordinator
Dr Matt Jacobsen  
– m.j.jacobsen@qmul.ac.uk

Languages, Linguistics and Film
Student organisers
Sara Hooshyar  
– s.hooshyar@hss12.qmul.ac.uk

Rosemary Koper  
– r.l.koper@hss12.qmul.ac.uk

Academic coordinator
Dr Kirsteen Anderson  
– k.h.r.anderson@qmul.ac.uk

Mathematical Sciences
Student organisers
Giulia Campolo  
– g.campolo@se12.qmul.ac.uk

Michael Khoshdel  
– ah09051@qmul.ac.uk

Academic coordinator
Dr Juan Valiente-Kroon  
– j.a.valiente-kroon@qmul.ac.uk

Physics and Astronomy 
Student organiser
Ryan Hill – r.l.hill@se12.qmul.ac.uk

Ryan Smith – r.smith@se11.qmul.ac.uk

Academic coordinator
Dr Jeanne Wilson Hawke  
– j.r.wilson@qmul.ac.uk

Politics and International Relations
Student organiser
Krishna  Halai  
– k.halai@hss13.qmul.ac.uk

Academic coordinator
Dr Clive Gabay – c.gabay@qmul.ac.uk

Finding out more 
Anyone reading this newsletter is likely already to be involved in some way in 
PASS at Queen Mary.  However, if there is anything about which you would 
like to know more (or if you would like to contribute to the next edition of this 
newsletter), please contact:

Dr Debbie Andrews, Peer-mentoring and Transition Coordinator (Widening 
Participation Team, Directorate of Marketing and Communications): 
d.m.andrews@qmul.ac.uk  

Below is a list of the key PASS people in schools and departments.  These are 
the academic coordinators and the undergraduate student organisers, each of 
whom is a PASS mentor leading a team of mentors.  
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