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Welcome

I am delighted to welcome you
to the Queen Mary, University
of London Open Day. This is
our chance to show you what
life here is really like and for
you to find out what makes us
one of the top research-led
institutions in the country.

You will have the opportunity to explore our Campus, to view our
superb Student Village and to see some of the excellent teaching
facilities, in which we have invested over £250 million in the past
few years.  You will also get a feel for the social life at Queen Mary
and meet representatives from our lively Students’ Union.

You will have the chance to talk to staff: to our academics, whose
dedication to their teaching is so much appreciated by our students,
and whose research is often of international significance; and to the
staff who do so much to support students during their time with us. 

Finally, and perhaps most importantly, you will be able to speak 
to Queen Mary students, the most satisfied students in London
according to the recent National Student Survey, and find out all 
you need to know about the realities of studying at central London’s
only campus university. 

So please, relax, explore and make yourself at home, but most of all
enjoy your day with us. 

Professor Simon Gaskell
Principal
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National Student Survey 2011

Student satisfaction at 
Queen Mary rises to 
highest ever level

Student satisfaction at Queen Mary, University 
of London, is five percentage points above the
national average, and best amongst the large
London universities, according to a nationwide
survey of final year students.

The 2011 National Student Survey (NSS)
questioned UK undergraduates on various
aspects of their student experience and
measured overall student satisfaction.

For students at Queen Mary this score has risen
from 86 per cent in 2010 to 88 per cent in 2011
with the national average at 83 per cent. 

Amongst the major multi-faculty universities in
London, Queen Mary ranked joint first with UCL,
ahead of King’s College London, Imperial College
London and LSE. Student satisfaction at Queen
Mary is higher than the average score of the
Russell Group universities.

The University is now ranked 29th out of 184
higher education institutions for overall
satisfaction, up 11 places from 2010.

About NSS
Over 260,000 final-year students took part in
this year’s National Student Survey, which has
been published annually since 2005 by the
Higher Education Funding Council for
England (HEFCE).

Final year undergraduates from all publicly
funded Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) 
in England, Wales, Northern Ireland, and
participating HEIs in Scotland, are invited 
to take part.
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Olympics 2012 
at Queen Mary, University of London

The College is playing an active part in making
the Games a success – from supplying hundreds
of Olympics volunteers to housing guests on our
self-contained Mile End campus

During July, August and September 2012, more
than 1,000 rooms in the Student Village will be
used by the Olympics’ organising committee, as
well as the British Olympic Association (BOA)
and British Paralympic Association (BPA). 

The Centre for Sports and Exercise Medicine is 
a unique research centre based at Barts and 
The London School of Medicine and Dentistry 
at Queen Mary. Investigating the impact that
exercise has on the body and coming up with
ways to improve athletic performance are just two
examples of the kind of research going on in the
Centre. So it should come as no surprise that
many of the Centre’s staff are involved in the
world’s biggest sporting event happening in
2012: the Olympic and Paralympic Games. 

• Centre Lead, Professor Maffulli is on 
The London Organising Committee of the
Olympic and Paralympic Games

• Senior Clinical Lecturer Dylan Morrissey 
is working at the Paralympics as Chief
Physiotherapist

• Honorary Senior Lecturer Nat Padhiar will be
running podiatry at the Olympic Polyclinic – 
a state-of-the-art healthcare facility that will 
be open to the public after the Games finish

• Alumnus and Queen Mary fellow, Richard
Budgett is the Chief Medical Officer for the
London Olympic and Paralympic Games. 
Dr Budgett is also a medal winner with an
Olympic gold at the Los Angeles Games in 
1984 in the coxed fours

To find out more about Queen Mary University’s
relationship with Olympics 2012, please visit the
exhibition stand in the Student Life Marquee,
Library Square.

It's an exciting time for London: the city is gearing up to host
the 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games. The buzz can 
be felt all over the city, especially here, at Queen Mary,
University of London. Only two miles from the main Olympic
stadium (or one stop on the Central line), Queen Mary is the
closest research-led university to the Games. 
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Campus Developments

It’s very unusual for a London university – in fact
we’re the only college in the University of London
who can offer students a central site containing
cafés, bar, restaurants, accommodation, gym, a
student shop, bookshop and launderette all on
one central site. 

We have recently invested over £250 million in
new facilities and are committed to continually
improving our campus for students, staff and
visitors.

You can learn more about our campus by taking
a Campus Tour: there is also an exhibition on
recent campus developments in the Tour waiting
area in the Hive. 

One of the most striking things about Queen Mary is our
campus. It’s the largest self-contained student campus 
in central London, and only 15 minutes by tube from 
Oxford Street, Covent Garden and the rest of the West End. 

The Hive Study Area The Hive Study Area
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General Activities 
Talks

TALK TIMES ROOM BUILDING

Welcome Talk

Please note that space is limited for these talks and that seats will be allocated on a 'first-
come, first-served' basis. All visitors will receive a weblink to a video of the talks after 
the Open Day.

Applying to University

Student Finance

15:15 - 16:00 Lecture Theatre G.E.Fogg

Student Life

Parents' Talk

Residential Services

Study Abroad

Tours

Campus Tours 10:30

11:00

11:30

12:00

12:30

13:00

13:30

14:00

14:30

15:00

Other Activities

Subject Fair

Parents' Lounge

Student Life Marquee

Common Room

Want to know the facts and figures about our accommodation, and what you get for your 
money? This talk will explain it all.

Drapers'

Mason Francis Bancroft

Fees, Loans, Grants and Bursaries: how it all works and how to budget to avoid financial 
ruin.

The Hive
Tours take in the Library, Student Village, Students' Union, sports facilities and the main 
departmental buildings. Tours last approximately 45-60 minutes and are led by current 
Queen Mary students, who will be able to answer any questions you may have. Please be 
aware that at peak times there may be a short wait for tours.

10:45 - 11:30
What's life really like for a Queen Mary student, and what can the Students' Union do for 
you? This talk by Queen Mary Students' Union President  Sophie Richardson will let you 
know. 14:15 - 15:00

13:15 - 13:30 Lecture Theatre

All Day 1st Floor Francis BancroftRepresentatives from all academic departments and student support services will be on 
hand all day to provide advice and information. See Page 10 for more information.

10:30 onwards Common Room St Benet's ChapelTrust us, they'll be fine on their own for half an hour, so come on in, relax, and have a well-
earned cup of tea on us. 

10:15 - 10:30
In the morning Professor Simon Gaskell, Principal of Queen Mary, University of London 
and in the afternoon Professor Morag Shiach, Vice Principal and Executive Dean,  will 
welcome you to the Open Day. Visit this talk to find out more about Queen Mary's 
achievements and our plans for the future.                                                                                                                                                  

GeographyThis talk will cover topics such as finance, student support, accommodation and how you 
can support your children with selecting their preferred universities and courses.

14:15 - 15:00

11:40 - 12:10 226 GeographyQueen Mary offers students the opportunity to study abroad for a semester or academic 
year at one of our partner institutions This talk will tell you more about how you can do 
this.

G.O.Jones

13:15 -14:00

Mason

Lecture Theatre Maths13:15 - 14:00

How the application process works and how to impress an Admissions Tutor (withouth 
actually lying!) 15:15 - 16:00 Francis Bancroft

All Day Library Square Marquee
Obviously most students go to university with the intention of studying  24 hours a day - 
but if they can pull themselves away from their books for a bit, they might discover a whole 
other side to university life - one that can make a real difference to their CV when they 
graduate. Come to the Student Life Marquee to find out more about what we have on offer 
for students. 

Mason Francis Bancroft

12:45 - 13:00

10:45 - 11:30
Drapers' Geography

Talks

Tours

Other Activities

Talk Times Room Building
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Subject Activities 

TALK TIMES ROOM BUILDING

Subject Talks will cover course content, assessment and teaching methods. Talks marked with * will be followed by an optional tour of their subject-specific facilities

Psychology 10:45 - 11:30
Lecture Theatre G.E.Fogg

13:15 - 14:00

Politics 11:45 - 12:30
David Sizer Francis Bancroft

G.O.Jones
15:15 - 16:00

14:15 - 15:00

Physics * 10:45 - 11:30
Lecture Theatre

Modern Languages * 10:45 - 11:15
Lecture Theatre Arts 1

13:45 - 14:15

G.O.Jones
14:15 - 15:00

11:45 - 12:30
15:15 - 16:00

Alternatives to Medicine 11:45 - 12:30
Lecture Theatre

Mathematical Sciences 11:45 - 12:30
Lecture Theatre

Linguistics * 12:15 - 12:45 Lecture Theatre Arts 1

Maths
15:15 - 16:00

Arts 2
14:15 - 15:00

Law 11:45 - 12:30
Drapers' Geography

15:15 - 16:00

Lecture Theatre Maths
14:15 - 15:00

Electronic Engineering David Sizer Francis Bancroft10:45 - 11:30

Medicine and Dentistry Mason Francis Bancroft

Engineering and Materials 10:45 - 11:15
Geography

14:15 - 14:45

History 10:45 - 11:30
Lecture Theatre

Lecture Theatre Arts 1

126 Geography
Francis Bancroft

Lecture Theatre Arts 2

English 11:45 - 12:30
Lecture Theatre Arts 2

15:15 - 16:00

15:15 - 16:00 David Sizer

226

Economics 10:45 - 11:30

Geography 10:45 - 11:30
126 Geography

14:15 - 15:00

Film Studies * 11:30 - 12:00
Arts 1

14:30 - 15:00
Lecture Theatre

Drama 13:15 - 14:00

Biological Sciences

Business Management

Chemistry 

13:15 - 14:00
15:15 - 16:00

11:45 - 12:30
14:15 - 15:00

13:15 - 14:00

Lecture Theatre G.E.Fogg

Comparative Literature *

Computer Science 11:45 - 12:30

126 Geography

David Sizer Francis Bancroft

13:00 - 13:30

Subject Talks will cover course content, assessment and teaching methods. Talks
marked with * will be followed by an optional tour of their subject-specific facilities
Talk Times Room Building
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Subject Fair
Francis Bancroft Building 1st Floor

Subject Fair Department List

1. Biological and Chemical
Sciences (including
Psychology)

2. Medical-related Courses

3. Engineering and Materials
Science (including Design
and Innovation)

4. Business and Management

5. Economics and Finance

6. Electronic Engineering and
Computer Science

7. Geography (including
Environmental Science)

8. English and Drama

9. History

10. Law 

11. Medicine and Dentistry

12. Languages, Linguistics 
and Film

13. Mathematical Sciences

14. Physics and Astronomy

15. Politics and International
Relations

16. International Office

17. Education Liaison (general
higher education advice)

18. Residential Services

19. Careers

20. University of London
Institute in Paris

21. Language Learning Unit

22. Advice and Counselling
Service (including student
finance)

23. Disability and Dyslexia
Service

IN OUT 

1 2 

3 

4 

5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 

14 

15 16 17 

18 19 20 

21 22 23 
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Student Life Marquee

Socialising is a big part of university life, and
Queen Mary Students’ Union will certainly help
you with that – but its services don’t end there. 

Come along to the Student Life Marquee to find out
more about what the Students’ Union offers, such
as Advice and Guidance, Clubs and Societies,
representation both within the University and
beyond, campaigns, events, sports facilities,
shops, student media and much, much more. 

Getting involved with the Students’ Union isn’t
just fun, it will also help you to develop your skills,
improve your CV and make you even more
employable when you graduate.

The Student Life Marquee can be found in
Library Square. 

Every student is a part of Queen Mary Students' Union. 
It is independent of the University and run by 5 elected
students supported by volunteers and staff. The Students’
Union exists to get students involved, make friends, have 
fun and enjoy their time at Queen Mary.
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Exhibitions around Campus

The History of Queen Mary, University of London
Location: Physics Avenue, immediately beyond
Registration (in case of inclement weather, this
exhibition will be moved to the Francis Bancroft
Building foyer)

Four institutions underpin the College 
today: Queen Mary and Westfield Colleges, 
St Bartholomew’s Hospital Medical College 
and the London Hospital Medical College. 
This exhibition will explore the rich heritage 
of the college, from 1883 to the modern day.  

The Changing Face of the Library
Location: Library Foyer

On 7th December 2010 the ground floor of the
Mile End Library reopened, providing new state 
of the art facilities including a Learning Lounge,
Group Study Rooms and a Teaching Collection.
Nine months on, we take a look back in time, and
review the Changing Face of the Library over the
last 124 years. 

Campus Developments
Location: Campus Tours area: the Hive

Over the past few years, we have invested over
£250 million in our Campus. This exhibition will
tell you all about the facilities we have created
and improved, as well as ongoing and future
projects. 

The Local Area
Location: Campus Tours area: the Hive

As Central London’s only campus-based
university, you have all the attractions of London
on your doorstep, but with a welcoming home
you can return to with ease. There is more to
London than Covent Garden and the West End
though: this exhibition will tell you more about all
the exciting and inspirational things happening
all around the local area. 

Queen Mary and the Olympics
Location: Student Life Marquee: Library Square

Stratford, home of the 2012 London Oympic
Games (and the new Westfield Shopping Centre!)
is just two miles down the road from Queen 
Mary. Come and visit our ‘Queen Mary and 
the Olympics’ stand to find out more about 
our relationship with the Games. 

As you explore our Campus today, you will notice a number 
of exhibitions we have put together to tell you more about our
history, heritage and plans for the future. 
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Day planner

Fire Safety: In the event of an alarm sounding, please evacuate the building immediately to the assembly area as instructed. 
First Aid: If you require first aid, please contact the nearest member of staff or Student Ambassador.

10am

10.30am

11am

11.30am

12pm

12.30pm

1pm

1.30pm

2pm

2.30pm
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The personal statement: how to get started

The personal statement: yes, it is daunting, yes it is
crucial to your future, but do not stress too much
about it. Most people, remember, if confronted
with a blank piece of paper and told to write 400
words demonstrating their status as an intellectual
colossus the like of which a university will never
have seen before, would find the whole idea
cringe-making. This is understandable: no-one
likes to boast to complete strangers, but you have
to and starting well ahead of your school’s deadline
will pay off. Here are some tips to get you started.

1. Question to self: ‘why am I applying?’
Sit with a blank sheet and think about why you
have chosen this course. Try to come up with at
least two good reasons, ideally more, since you
will need to convince admissions tutors that you
have thought it through properly. If you are
surrounded by friends who have their entire lives
already mapped out you would be forgiven for
thinking that everyone has a lightbulb moment
when they they realise that, yes!:  all I have ever
wanted to study is BSc Dairy Herd Management!
This is not how it happens for most people, but if
you cannot come up with any good reasons why
you want to do the degree you have selected,
then it might be time for a re-think. 

2. … ‘and what do I know about the course?’
You may have excellent reasons for applying but
do you know what the course actually involves?
Grab another sheet of paper and list everything
you have done to research your course: talks,
books, taster days, websites, work experience
and so on. For vocational courses like medicine,
nursing and teaching, think in some depth about
your work experience and make a list of all the
things that surprised or impressed you. 

3. What’s great about you? 
Ask your friends and family what makes you an
interesting and unique person and why you
would make a good university student. What have
you achieved and how have these achievements
contributed to your potential as a student? What
skills and positive personal qualities do they see
in you? Brace yourself for the answers though!
They may give you an insight into your character
that you had never thought of before. 

4. So what???
Once you have an exhaustive list of achievements
and relevant experience, always subject them to
the ‘so what?’ test.  A lot of students expect these
things to stand up on their own, without really
explaining why they are relevant to a university
admissions tutor. The ‘so what?’ test will help you
to draw out all the reasons why these things are
important in this context, as long as you do come
up with answers which will actually interest
universities.

5. Think laterally
If you really do have writer’s block try some more
original approaches to get the creative juices
flowing. What about trying to write the worst
possible personal statement? Then improving it.
Or try writing your own reference from the
perspective of your teacher: what do you think
she or he would say about you? 

A great personal statement can be written, but it
needs a lot of thought. Good luck!
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Queen Mary’s Fees and Bursaries 
for 2012 Entry

What will Queen Mary be charging new UK
undergraduates from 2012?
We have set our fee at £9,000 per year for all full
time programmes. 

Why is Queen Mary charging the maximum fee
allowed by the Government?
Rest assured that we have not simply opted for
the highest possible fee without thinking very
carefully about what we offer our students.
Rather, we have examined in some detail what 
it actually costs to run our degree courses,
balanced against the money we receive from the
Government (via the Higher Education Funding
Council for England, or Hefce). Above all, we wish
to ensure that we continue to offer a first class
education to students, to make further investment
in College facilities and to continue our strong
tradition of widening access to university.

How do I know I will be getting value for money?
We are confident in the quality of our teaching
and research –  in fact, we are ranked 11th in the
UK for research quality, meaning that you will be
taught by experts in their subjects. These are
people who are pushing the boundaries of
knowledge, writing high-profile books, and 
being called on as experts by the media. 

Secondly, Queen Mary has invested more than
£250m in new buildings and facilities in the past
decade,. We have a wonderful self-contained
campus with a popular Student Village. The
Students’ Union has also been refurbished 
and offers, for example, a state-of-the-art gym
(QMotion) and the popular Drapers’ Bar/venue. 

Finally, and very importantly, we have an excellent
record for graduate employment, being ranked
8th in the UK for starting salaries (Sunday Times
University Guide 2012). We take our students’
employability very seriously and our Careers
Service will be there for you from day one.

I’m from a low income family – will you give me
any extra financial support to study?
Yes: Queen Mary will have a generous package of
bursaries and other support. This is because we
want the brightest and best students to be able to
study at Queen Mary, regardless of their family’s
financial situation. Additionally, we wish to
support those from middle income backgrounds
(i.e. up to £42,600). 

Highlights of our 2012-13 scholarships 
and bursaries package include:
• Queen Mary bursaries of £1,500 each year
for students whose household income is 
less than £25,000 and who receive the
Maintenance Grant

• Queen Mary bursaries of £1,200 each year
for students with household income between
£25,001 and £42,600 and who receive a
partial Maintenance Grant

• As part of the Government’s National
Scholarship Programme, over 260 students
from low income backgrounds will receive a
£3,000 benefit in their first year, with £1,500
given as a fee waiver and £1,500 comprising
a cash bursary and other ‘in-kind’ support. 
In their second and third years they’ll receive
the Queen Mary bursary

• Around 50 per cent of our undergraduates
will receive a Queen Mary bursary.
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The Open Day is organised by:
The Education Liaison Office
Queen Mary, University of London
Mile End Road
London E1 4NS
Tel: 020 7882 3064
Fax: 020 7882 3158
email: visitus@qmul.ac.uk
www.qmul.ac.uk

The information given in this booklet (pub8477) is correct at
the time of going to press. The College reserves the right to

modify or cancel any statement in it and accepts no
responsibility for the consequences of any such changes.
Any section of this publication is available upon request 
in accessible formats (large print, audio, etc.). For further

information and assistance, please contact: Diversity 
Specialist, hr-equality@qmul.ac.uk, 020 7882 5585
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