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As aspiring historians, you will have 
many wonderful degree programmes 
to choose from. So what makes Queen 
Mary special?

At Queen Mary University of London (QMUL), 
we combine excellence in research with an 
unwavering commitment to teaching. Our 
syllabus gives you unparalleled freedom of 
choice so that you can build the degree that 
you most want. Our modules range from 
the early medieval period to the twenty-
first century, and from the study of politics, 
culture and society to the histories of film, 
medicine and the emotions. It is a truly global 
curriculum, exploring the histories of Africa, 
America, Asia, Britain and Europe.

All our teaching is driven by experts in the 
field, ensuring that your learning is at the 
cutting edge of the discipline. Our staff-to-
student ratio is the second best in the UK, 
giving you the close personal attention you 
need. Our award-winning campus gives you 
access to the best of London within a friendly 
and supportive environment.

Over the following pages, we explain why  
The Guardian University Guide (2016) ranked 
us in the top seven history departments in 
Britain. We hope you will be inspired by what 
we have to offer – and that you will want to find 
out more. 

Get in touch
Further information on all our degree courses 
is available at our website: history.qmul.ac.uk. 
You can also download the full university 
prospectus from qmul.ac.uk/prospectus. Why 
not come and visit us on one of our Open 
Days or Taster Days? Please don’t hesitate to 
email us directly with any enquiries, at history-
admissions@qmul.ac.uk. We would  
be delighted to hear from you.

With all best wishes,

Professor Miri Rubin
Head of the School of History

WHY STUDY HISTORY AT QUEEN MARY?

4  history.qmul.ac.uk

The Queens’ Building, opened 
by Queen Victoria in 1887

http://www.history.qmul.ac.uk
http://www.qmul.ac.uk/prospectus
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The School of History at Queen Mary is 
one of the top 10 history departments 
in the UK. The 2016 Guardian 
University Guide ranked us at number 
7 in the country, the second highest in 
London.

Our dedicated team of staff are world 
leaders in their field, committed to the 
highest level of research-led teaching. 
In 2015, our student satisfaction rating 
was 95%, the second highest in the 
Russell Group, while the national 
Research Excellence Framework (REF 
2014) judged 75% of our research 
‘world-leading’ or ‘internationally 
excellent’.

An outstanding curriculum
Our modules range from the early medieval 
world to the twenty-first century ‘War on Terror’, 
offering global perspectives across the histories 
of Africa, Asia, Europe and the United States.  
Our syllabus gives you unrivalled freedom of 
choice, allowing you to build the kind of degree 
that suits your interests. You can: 

•  specialise in the history of a region: perhaps 
the history of India, Central Europe or the US

•  focus on a particular field of history, such as 
the history of political thought, the history of 
religion, or the history of film

•  experiment with different kinds of history. 
Few departments in the country offer such 
choice, from pre-colonial Africa to the 
Thatcher era in Britain.

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE

Queen Mary and the Russell Group
•  The Russell Group brings together 24 of 

the most research-intensive universities 
in the UK

•  Queen Mary joined the Russell Group in 
2012 in recognition of our long-standing 
excellence in teaching and research

•  The Russell Group receives almost 2/3 of 
research funding in the UK, ensuring that 
your teaching is informed by the latest 
research and the top experts in the field.

And remember:
History students can take 25% 
of their credits from other degree 
programmes, such as International 
Relations or English Literature.

Students and academics 
share ideas in a seminar



London is not only a fabulous place to 
live, but is also one of the great cities 
of the world. Its libraries, galleries and 
museums are a short Tube journey 
away; within 20 minutes of leaving 
Queen Mary, you can be at the British 
Library, the Houses of Parliament 
or the National Portrait Gallery. Our 
teaching draws on everything that 
London has to offer, enriching your 
studies and helping you to make the 
most of this historic city.

The Imperial War Museum (IWM) is a 
global centre of expertise in the history 
of the First World War. Dr Dan Todman, 
who advised the IWM on its First 
World War galleries, teaches a module 
in partnership with the museum on 
Exhibiting the First World War. Students 
work closely with the museum and 
curate online exhibitions. The course 
provides an excellent training in public 
history and the heritage sector, while 
giving students the chance to help shape 
the public memory of the conflict.

London’s libraries
London is home to the finest collection 
of libraries in Europe. Our own library 
at Queen Mary has an excellent history 
collection, while the University of London 
Library at Senate House – to which all our 
students have free access – is a world-class 
resource. We also have excellent access 
to e-resources, allowing you to download 
materials from the comfort of your room.

Above all, you are only a short Tube ride 
from the national library of the United 
Kingdom: the British Library. This is the 
largest single library on the planet, with 
more than 170 million items on its shelves. 

HISTORIC LONDON
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Enhancing your learning
We work closely with London’s museums 
and galleries to support your teaching. 
Where better to explore the history of 
art than the National Gallery, the British 
Museum or the Royal Academy? Or the 
history of architecture than at St Paul’s 
Cathedral, the Tower of London, the 
Barbican Centre and the Shard? Modules 
like London Architecture, London and its 
Museums, The Middle Ages in 10 Objects, 
The Age of Impressionism and Modern 
Art are taught through weekly field trips, 
grounding your learning in London’s 
cultural heritage.

8  history.qmul.ac.uk
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Access to expertise
We have worked hard to build good relations 
with government, the Foreign Office and the 
heritage sector so that we can bring their 
expertise to our students. Recent speakers 
include IRA informer Sean O’Callaghan; 
senior journalists John Rentoul and Matthew 
D’Ancona; philosopher and constitutional 
expert Onora O’Neill; the founder of UKIP, 
Dr Alan Sked; former Cabinet Secretary 
Gus O’Donnell; and Treasury Secretary Sir 
Nicholas Macpherson.

The Mile End Institute, our centre for History 
and Public Policy, runs regular events that 
are open to all students and staff. For recent 
and forthcoming events, see mei.qmul.ac.uk

“There definitely seems to be a different
vibe in the East End. As an international
student, I found it much easier to
find my own local places without
travelling that far to still get that
much sought after ‘London experience’.
Everything is also much cheaper here!”
Nour Kobayter Helayhel, 2nd Year History and Politics BA

STUDYING  
IN LONDON 

Access to archives
History comes alive through the study of original 
sources, and London has some of the best 
archival resources in the world. State papers 
are held in the National Archives at Kew, while 
political papers are held in the Parliamentary 
Archive at Westminster. The British Library 
holds the records of many historic figures, 
while The London Metropolitan Archives are 
home to an array of maps, images, films and 
books. Other important collections include the 
Women’s Library at LSE, the Black Cultural 
Archives in Brixton and the Museum of London 
Docklands. All of these resources can be used 
to support your teaching, and are invaluable for 
your final year dissertation. 

Former Prime Minister Tony Blair teaches 
a class on ‘New Labour in Government’

Our History Society students  
at an event with  Dan Snow

Baroness Onora O’Neill, Lord Peter Hennessy and 
David Davis MP debate the future of the British 
Constitution at QMUL’s Mile End Institute

Image © Museum of London

Christ Church at Spitalfields, 
a short walk from campus

Brick Lane, a short walk 
from our campus.

http://www.mei.qmul.ac.uk


Queen Mary is the only campus 
university in central London. Spending 
time on campus is a great way to make 
friends, while the surrounding area 
is one of the most historic in the city. 
Regent’s Canal and Victoria Park offer 
beautiful walks and gardens, while 
Oxford Street, Westfield Shopping 
Centre, the night life of Shoreditch and 
the Olympic Park are just a short Tube 
ride away.

Our student village has more than 2,000 
rooms, giving you all the advantages of a 
campus lifestyle: five minutes from lectures,  
a friendly community of staff and students, 
safety and convenience. There are shops, 
cafés, restaurants, a bar, a gym, a bookshop 
and a bank all available to you on site. 

300 years of history
Our Mile End campus is built around the 
Novo Cemetary, a Jewish burial ground which 
opened in 1733. Now a haven for wild flowers, 
it provides a peaceful space at the heart of 
the campus – and a reminder that this part of 
London has always been a cultural melting pot.

The People’s Palace
Opened in 1887, the People’s Palace was built 
as a temple of culture in the East End, with 
a library, concert hall and space for public 
lectures. Recently refurbished, it is used 
today for lectures, visiting speakers, student 
performances and musical nights.

Accommodation
Living on campus is fun, safe and convenient, 
offering good quality housing at affordable 
prices. All our accommodation is in self-
catering flats and maisonettes, and there are 
plenty of cheap places to eat on campus. Our 
accommodation office will help you to find 
cheap, good quality housing in the surrounding 
area, should you choose to live out. For virtual 
tours and full details of pricing, visit:  
residences.qmul.ac.uk

The Library
The Library is an essential resource for 
students. As well as an excellently stocked 
history section – the budget for which was 
doubled in 2014 – you will find specialist 
journals, electronic resources, a large music 
collection and a plentiful supply of DVDs.

The Library is a great place to study – both 
individually and in small groups. There are 
several spaces for quiet revision, an archives 
reading room and a café. The Hive, which is 
directly opposite the library, offers students a 
relaxed, open-plan environment that is ideal for 
group study. The book collection contains rare 
editions, reference volumes, critical guides and 
the latest releases. You will also find copies of 
the daily newspapers.

OUR CAMPUS
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“Being so close to the centre of
London means that you will never be
bored. I also love the atmosphere here
on campus that makes you feel part of
a community”
Chloe Rodgerson, 1st Year History BA

12  history.qmul.ac.uk

“Queen Mary’s self-contained campus
in the fashionable East End of London
is the most extensive in the capital …
Students welcome the relatively low
prices…and their proximity to the
lively youth culture of Spitalfields,
Shoreditch and Brick Lane”
The Sunday Times Good University Guide (2015)

http://www.residences.qmul.ac.uk
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OUR CAMPUS

Sport and fitness
Queen Mary has more than 60 different sports 
clubs, ranging from aikido to hockey and from 
fencing to rowing.

Our Health and Fitness Centre, Qmotion, is 
kitted out with a full range of gym equipment, 
including a cardiovascular zone, a resistance 
zone, and free weights, all supervised by our 
fully trained gym instructors. There’s a women-
only gym area and a packed programme of 
studio classes – all at subsidised student 
rates! Get Active, our free recreational sports 
programme, offers more than 40 ‘turn up 
and play’ sports sessions a week. For serious 
athletes, there are competitive sports clubs  
and an elite athlete programme.

Our students also have access to the Queen 
Elizabeth Olympic Park – just one stop on 
the Tube from our Mile End campus. These 
world-class sporting facilities were opened 
to the public in 2014. Our Students’ Union 
has negotiated priority access to the London 
Aquatics Centre for swimming and diving, 
and the Copper Box Arena for basketball and 
netball.

Student societies
The Students’ Union at Queen Mary supports 
more than 180 student societies. Whatever 
your passion – whether it’s acting or politics, 
cheerleading or cycling – there will be 
something here for you.

The Students’ Union currently supports 
eight different media outlets, giving you lots 
of opportunities for student journalism. You 
could write for the independent student 
newspaper The Print, host shows on Quest 
Radio or present programmes on our in-house 
TV station, QMTV. You could get involved in 
one of our specialist journals or magazines 
– a former editor of CUB, our award-winning 
student magazine, now writes regularly for 
The Telegraph and The Independent. All these 
outlets are inspiring and supportive places to 
get your voice heard. Find out more at:  
qmsu.org/studentmedia

Green and pleasant land
Our award-winning campus is set alongside 
Regent’s Canal, looking out over Mile End 
Park. With plenty of greenery and attractive 
outdoor spaces here, it’s easy to forget that 
you’re in the middle of a bustling capital city. 

You can walk or cycle for miles along the 
canal, and it’s only a short walk to the beautiful 
Victoria Park. London’s oldest public park, it 
was voted ‘Britain’s Favourite Park’ in the 2014 
People’s Choice Awards.

history.qmul.ac.uk  15

“I enjoy the sense of community
at Queen Mary. There are always
opportunities to get involved with the
student body, whether through societies
or sports. The staff are incredibly
approachable and willing to get
involved in student-led activities.
The variety of talks, debates and panels
that are put on throughout the year is
incredible, and offers a great way to
develop your own interests”
Ellen Rafiqi, 3rd Year History BA

“We have a series of lovely parks
around our campus, such as Victoria
Park, that will make you feel more
at home”
Chloe Rodgerson, 1st Year History BA

Ellen Rafiqi, 3rd year BA History in Victoria 
Park, a five-minute walk from campus

http://www.qmsu.org/studentmedia


How close are you to our  
local landmarks?
•  Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park –  

1.8 miles/2.9km

• Canary Wharf – 1.9 miles/3km

• Tower of London – 2.3 miles/3.7km

• St Paul’s Cathedral – 2.8 miles/4.5km

• Tate Modern – 3 miles/4.8km

• Trafalgar Square – 4.3 miles/6.9km

• Big Ben – 4.6 miles/7.4km

• London Eye – 4.7 miles/7.5km

• Oxford Circus – 4.9 miles/7.8km

• Buckingham Palace – 5.1 miles/8.2km

On your doorstep (in walking times) 
Yes, we’ve measured how far these are  
from campus…
•  Sainsbury’s supermarket –  

30 seconds (30 yards/27m)

•  Tube station (Mile End) –  
5 minutes (352 yards/322m)

•  Climbing wall – 7 minutes  
(704 yards/644m)

•  Independent cinema (Genesis) –  
8 minutes (0.6 miles/0.9km)

•  One of the best Punjabi restaurants in 
London (Tayyabs) – 18 minutes  
(1.2 miles/1.9km)

•  One of the best contemporary art galleries 
in Europe (Whitechapel Gallery) –  
22 minutes (1.5 miles/2.4km)

•  A fresh bagel any time of the day or  
night (Brick Lane) – 25 minutes  
(1.8 miles/2.9km)

•  Heated outdoor pool all year round  
(London Fields Lido) – 30 minutes  
(2 miles/3.2km)

“The Florist Arms in Bethnal Green 
does an awesome pizza”

“For a cool drink in the summer  
by the canal try the Palm Tree”

“Rama Thai is AMAZING. There’s also 
a 10% discount for QMUL students. 
Try the lemongrass or basil dishes 
and, of course, the pad thai”

“Dirty Burger is in a beautiful old 
building on Mile End Road. They 
make one of the best burgers  
I’ve ever had and they’re all less 
than £7”

“Greedy Cow for a kangaroo burger 
and Pavilion Café in Victoria Park”

“Wetherspoons for the  
traditional breakfast”

“Nandos, obviously!”

Here are some recommendations 
from our students for places  
to eat and drink nearby:

OUR HOME IN THE EAST

16  history.qmul.ac.uk history.qmul.ac.uk  17
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We offer nine different degree 
programmes so that you can find the 
combination of subjects and interests 
that suits you best. Three focus on 
specific periods of history, while six  
are joint degrees with other schools  
at Queen Mary.

Single honour degree programmes
V101 History BA
Our traditional single honours degree, giving 
you access to the full range of modules from 
across the School of History.

V130 Medieval History BA
We are one of the only universities in the 
Russell Group to offer a whole degree course 
in medieval history, exploring the history and 
culture of Britain, Europe and the Islamic world 
during the Middle Ages. 

V140 Modern and Contemporary History BA
A chance to develop a special expertise in the 
history – and historical techniques – of the 
modern era.

Our degree programmes are structured 
to give you the maximum freedom of 
choice to pursue the topics that most 
excite you, while also ensuring that you 
develop the core skills and techniques 
required for degree-level study.

Students take 120 credits each year. 
Modules count for either 15 or 30 credits, 
so – depending on your choices – you will 
take between 4 and 8 modules every year. A 
standard history degree might look something 
like the following (for joint degrees, please visit 
our website at history.qmul.ac.uk).

Year one
All students take a module called ‘History in 
Practice’ (15 credits), which aims to kit you 
out with the skills and approaches of university 
history. It is designed in particular to help 
with the transition from school to degree-level 
history, and is rooted in the context of London’s 
historic East End. You will also have a chance 
to improve your skills in oral presentation, the 
close analysis of sources and the construction 
of clear and compelling essays.

We then ask all students to choose one of  
the following:

•  Unravelling Britain: British History since 
1801 (30 credits)

•  Europe in a Global Context Since 1800  
(30 credits)

Joint honour degree programmes
• VQ12 History and Comparative Literature BA

• QV31 English and History BA

• VW16 History and Film Studies BA

• VR11 French and History BA

• RV21 History and German BA

• LV21 History and Politics BA

These year-long modules are designed to 
introduce you to as many different fields of 
history as possible. Students study topics 
drawn from political history, cultural history,  
the history of medicine and the history of 
ideas, as well as from emerging fields like 
‘biopolitics’ and the history of the emotions. 
Subjects range from the revolutions of 1848 
to the rise of second wave feminism; from the 
experiences of immigrant communities to the 
rise of cinema. By the end of the year, you will 
have a rich understanding of the period, as 
well as a tool-kit of skills that you can carry into 
any other field of history.

For the remaining 75 credits, you have free 
choice. We encourage students to experiment: 
to choose something you haven’t studied 
before. Options include:

•  Europe 1000-1500: The Middle Ages  
and their Legacy

•  Reformation to Revolution: Europe and  
the World, 1500-1800

• Building the American Nation: 1756-1900

• Introduction to Film History: Alfred Hitchcock

•  The Foundations of Modern Thought: 
Introduction to Intellectual History

•  Global Encounters: Conquest and Culture  
in World History

WHAT WE TEACH STRUCTURING YOUR DEGREE

“I enjoy being able to learn new things
every day, challenging pre-existing
ideas. The lectures and teachers are all
really friendly and approachable, so it
makes being a student enjoyable”
Rubina Nahar, History BA

http://www.history.qmul.ac.uk
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Year two
In the second year, you have complete freedom 
of choice. There are no compulsory modules, 
so you can put together the combination of 
subjects you most enjoy. Popular modules 
include:

• The Crusades: 1095-1291

• Witches, Demons and Magic

• The Age of Impressionism

• Anglo-American Relations, 1945-1970

• British Horror: Film, Television and Literature

•  Race in the United States: Slavery to  
Civil Rights

• A Century of Extremes: Germany 1890-1990

• Russia from the Tsars to the Bolsheviks

• Mandela’s World

• Scandal and Corruption in American Politics

• The Atlantic Slave Trade

Year 1 The History of the Medieval Islamic World, 
600-1500

Europe 1000-1500: The Middle Ages  
and their Legacy

Reformation to Revolution: Europe  
and the World, 1500-1800

Reformation to Revolution: Europe and the 
World, 1500-1800

Building the American Nation: 1756-1900 Building the American Nation: 1756-1900

Unravelling Britain: British History since 
1801

Unravelling Britain: British History since 1801

Europe in a Global Context since 1800 Europe in a Global Context since 1800

History in Practice History in Practice

Year 2 Disraeli, Democracy and Empire Cabinet, Premiership and the Conduct  
of Central Government since 1945

The American Century: The History  
of the United States, 1900-2000

The American Century: The History of the 
United States, 1900-2000

We the People: Americans and their 
government from the Constitution to  
the Civil War

Challenging Europe’s Political and Social Order: 
the 1848 Revolution

The Germans and the Jews since 1871 Early Modern Art in the Twentieth Century, 
1900-1950

Madness and Medicine in Modern Britain Architecture in London I 1600-1837

Winning on the Western Front: the British 
Army 1914 -1919

Architecture in London II 1837 – to the Present

Mandela’s World

Year 3 The “Heart of Darkness”? Identity, Power, 
and Politics in the Congo c.1870-2010 
(Special Subject)

Making Thatcher’s Britain: The Thatcher 
Revolution, 1975-1997 (Special Subject)

Race in the United States: Slavery to Civil 
Rights

Philosophical Britain: Cultural and Intellectual 
History, 1895-2012

Scandal and Corruption in American Politics Scandal and Corruption in American Politics

Making Sex: Bodies, Technology, and 
Knowledge in Modern Sexuality

The Germans and the Jews since 1871

A History of Terror in the Modern Age 1858-
2008

Anglo-American Relations 1945-70

Year three
In the third year, you mix freedom with 
specialisation. For 60 credits, you have 
complete freedom of choice from our second 
and third year modules. For the other 60 
credits, you take a Special Subject (see 
opposite). This is a chance to gain a real 
expertise in a field while researching your  
own independent dissertation.

STRUCTURING YOUR DEGREE

Sample choices

Ellen Rafiqi Kamile Stankute

“I enjoyed both Medieval Islam and 
Women and Gender in Medieval Islam. 
The teacher is approachable and helpful 
and I enjoyed the content. I also enjoyed 
Narratives of the Raj. Most people only know
about the Partition and I wanted to know 
more about the country where my parents 
are from”
Jennifa Chowdhury, 2nd Year BA History and English
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The special subject is the pinnacle of the 
degree – the moment at which you become a 
research historian in your own right. Taught in 
small groups by leading experts in their fields, 
special subjects are based on the intensive 
study of primary sources, some of which even 
professional historians will have barely studied 
in the past. It is your chance to gain real 
expertise in a particular field of study,  
and provides an excellent foundation  
for postgraduate research.

The dissertation
As part of the special subject, students write a 
10,000 word dissertation based on their own 
original research. This is a chance to write 
an entirely new piece of history, under the 
guidance and supervision of an established 
researcher. Students choose the topic for 
themselves, so it’s a chance to find a topic that 
excites you and to develop a real expertise in 
that field.

Recent dissertation topics include: 
‘Communism and the Congo Crisis’; ‘Thatcher 
and the IRA’; ‘The Georgian Step-Mother’; 
‘African American Soldiers in Wartime Britain’; 
‘The Popular Press and the Spanish-American 
War’; ‘Slavery: From Family to Freedom’; ‘The 
Battle of Jaffa and its Significance’; ‘The Role 
of Psychology in Advertising’; and ‘Patent 
Medicine Advertisements, 1865-1906’.

All our teaching is rooted in our 
research, ensuring that the history 
you study is at the cutting edge of the 
discipline. Over the following pages, we 
introduce you to some particular areas 
of expertise to give you a flavour of how 
this shapes your teaching.

Sample options:
Our range of special subjects is constantly 
growing, and students can pick from options 
across the University of London. Recent 
offerings include:

•  Saladin, Richard the Lionheart  
& the Third Crusade

•  Slaves on Horses: State and Society under 
the Mamluks

•  The Enthronement of Learning: Medieval 
Universities and their Legacy

•  Lives, Letters and Lifestyles: English Political 
Society during the Wars of the Roses

•  Apocalypse Now: Crisis, Change and Later 
Medieval Mentalities

• Renaissance Rome

• English and British Political Culture c1595

•  Behind Closed Doors: Houses, Interiors  
and Domestic Life, c1660-c1830

• The Enlightenment

•  We the People: Democracy in America, 
1787-1861

•  The Age of Emancipation: Slavery & Freedom 
in the Atlantic World, 1763-1896

• The Age of Revolutions: Global Perspectives

• The Lives of Oscar Wilde

• The Russian Revolution & Civil War 1917-21

•  Modern Leviathan: The State in the  
Twentieth Century

•  The Pursuit of Happiness: The Creation  
of American Capitalism, 1763-1914

•  Reinventing Ourselves: Psychology, Sex  
and Chemistry in Modern Britain

• British Cinema and the Second World War

• Women, Family and Work in Post-War Britain

• ‘The Troubles’ in Northern Ireland

•  The “Heart of Darkness”? Identity, Power  
and Politics in the Congo, c.1870-2010

• The Kennedy Years

•  Germany’s Cultural Revolution: ‘1968’  
in Context

• Making Thatcher’s Britain

• The War on Terror

THE SPECIAL SUBJECT OUR EXPERTISE

Please note: all information is correct at time 
of going to press, but module availability 
will vary from year to year. Up to date 
information can be found on our website: 
history.qmul.ac.uk

“I really enjoyed Kingdoms, Empires,
and Colonisation in African History, and
wrote my first semester essay on the
empire of medieval Mali. Dr Reuben
Loffman and Professor Saul Dubow, who
run the module, are really friendly and
approachable and their passion for the
subject really comes across during the
lectures and seminars”
Eddie Scott,
2nd Year History and Politics BA

http://www.history.qmul.ac.uk
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Queen Mary is one of the only 
universities in the Russell Group to 
offer a specialist degree in Medieval 
History. Our medieval options range 
across the Christian and Islamic worlds 
and are open to all students. If you 
wish, you can learn Latin and Arabic in 
modules that are accredited as part of 
your degree. Our Centre for the Study 
of Islam and the West makes Queen 
Mary a global centre for this growing 
field of historical research.

Meet our staff
Dr Tom Asbridge is Reader 
in Medieval History 
at Queen Mary and a 
globally renowned expert 
on the Middle Ages. His 
international bestseller, 
The Crusades: The War for 
the Holy Land, has been 

Sample modules
•  The Medieval World: Structures  

and Mentalities

•  From Muhammad to the Ottomans: A History 
of Medieval Islamic Societies

•  The Power of Religion in the Early Middle 
Ages

•  Knighthood and Chivalry in the Early Middle 
Ages

• The Middle Ages in 10 Objects

•  Europe 1000-1500: The Middle Ages  
and their Legacy

• Islam and the West in the Middle Ages

• Women and Gender in Medieval Islam

• The Crusades (1095-1291) 

•  Saladin, Richard the Lionheart  
& the Third Crusade

•  Slaves on Horses: State and Society under 
the Mamluks

•  London Before the Fire: Life in a  
Medieval City 

• Women and Gender in late Medieval England

•  Witches, Demons and Magic in Late 
Medieval and Early Modern Europe

• The Black Death

• Latin for Medievalists/ Arabic for Historians

translated into eight languages, and formed the 
basis for a landmark BBC series. His book, The 
First Crusade: A New History, was described as 
“stunning” (Financial Times) and “exhilarating” 
(Sunday Telegraph).

His most recent work – a biography of William 
Marshal entitled The Greatest Knight – was 
also adapted into a BBC documentary. It was 
hailed as “splendid” by the Wall Street Journal, 
while the Sunday Times called it “a moving 
portrait of one man’s struggle, ascent and final 
(peaceful) demise under the Angevins”.

In the course of his career, Dr Asbridge has 
worked as a historical consultant for HBO and 
Company Pictures, and walked 350 miles from 
Turkey to Jerusalem, following the route of 
the First Crusade. He teaches modules on the 
Crusades, Islam and the West, and Saladin.

Our research
Miri Rubin (editor and 
translator), The Life 
and Passion of William 
of Norwich (Penguin, 
2014)

The Life and Passion 
of William of Norwich, 
written in the twelfth 
century, is one of 
the founding texts 
of modern anti-
Semitism. It describes 
worshippers gathering 

at the shrine of a 12 year-old boy said to have 
been murdered by Jews in Norwich. It is the 
earliest known account of the child murder 
libel: the false claim that Jews kidnapped 
children to use their blood for ritualistic 
purposes. 

Miri Rubin is Professor of Medieval and Early 
Modern History at QMUL. Her research ranges 
across the period from 1100 to 1600, exploring 
the history of the Eucharist, the cult of the 
Virgin Mary and many other subjects. She is a 
regular broadcaster, appearing on Nightwaves, 
In Our Time and The Great British Bake-Off.

MEDIEVAL HISTORY
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Our British History options stretch 
from medieval London to the rise of 
New Labour. Our first year module, 
Unravelling Britain: British History 
Since 1801, gives students a rich 
introduction to the social, political, 
cultural and imperial history of the last 
200 years. Students can then branch 
out according to their interests – with 
modules ranging from the history of 
madness and the history of British 
India to the reign of Elizabeth I and  
the Thatcher era.

Sample modules
•  English Political Society during the Wars of 

the Roses

•  Catholics and Politics in England, c. 1558-
1603

•  The Georgians: Society and Culture in 18th 
Century England

•  London Architecture, 1600-1837 OR 1837-
2000 

•  The World that Jane Austen Knew: Women, 
Gender and Culture in England

•  Unravelling Britain: British History since 
1815

• Madness and Medicine in Modern Britain

• Gender and Politics in Britain since 1870

•  Philosophical Britain: Cultural and 
Intellectual History, 1895-2012

• The Edwardian Crisis: Britain, 1900-1914

• Anglo-American Relations, 1945-70

• Britain and Europe, 1945-73

• British Horror: Film, Television and Literature

• The Supernatural in Modern Britain

• The Troubles in Northern Ireland

• Making Thatcher’s Britain: 1975-1997

Meet our staff
Dr Martyn Frampton is a 
Senior Lecturer in Modern 
History. His first book was 
The Long March: The 
Political Strategy of Sinn 
Fein, 1981-2007, which 
explored the startling 
transformation of Northern 
Irish Republicanism under 

Gerry Adams and Martin McGuinness. In 
2010, he published Legion of the Rearguard: 
Dissident Irish Republicanism, based partly on 
interviews with paramilitaries and members of 
terrorist organisations, and he has co-authored 
a book on Talking To Terrorists: Making Peace 
in Northern Ireland and the Basque Country. 
He is now studying Arabic and researching a 
book on the Muslim Brotherhood.

Dr Frampton teaches modules on the History 
of Terror, The War on Terror and The Troubles 
in Northern Ireland.

Our research
Helen McCarthy, Women 
of the World: The Rise 
of the Female Diplomat 
(Bloomsbury, 2014)

Throughout the 
twentieth century, 
hundreds of determined 
women defied the 
conventions of their 
day to seek adventure 
and influence on the 

world stage. Yet until 1946, no British woman 
could officially represent her nation abroad. 
Only after decades of campaigning were 
diplomatic careers opened to both sexes.  
Women of the World tells this story against the 
backdrop of war, super-power rivalry and global 
transformation. Drawing on letters, memoirs, 
interviews and government records, these 
women are brought vividly to life, enriching  
our understanding of Britain’s global history.

“A path-breaking account from one of our 
leading and most original historians. It should 
be read by everyone who works in the Foreign 
Office, or in British embassies overseas, and 
by anyone, anywhere, who is concerned about 
the part that women have played, do play and 
should play, in the making of foreign policy 
and the conduct of international relations.” 
Professor David Cannadine

*International Affairs Book of the Year,  
2015 Political Book Awards

BRITISH HISTORY

MARTYN FRAMPTON

LEGION
OF THE
REARGUARD

Dissident Irish
Republicanism

‘We see the Georgians at home as we have never seen them before in this

ground-breaking book. Worth staying at home for.’

Frances Wilson, The Sunday Times

‘If until now the Georgian home has been like a monochrome engraving,

Vickery has made it three dimensional and vibrantly colored. Behind Closed

Doors demonstrates that rigorous academic work can also be nosy, gossipy,

and utterly engaging.’

Andrea Wulf, New York Times Book Review

The Georgian house is a byword for proportion and elegance, but what did it mean
to its inhabitants? In this brilliant new work, Amanda Vickery unlocks the homes of

English men and women, from the Oxfordshire mansion of the unhappy
gentlewoman Anne Dormer in the 1680s to the dreary London lodgings of the

bachelor clerk and future novelist Anthony Trollope in the 1830s. With her customary
wit and verve, she evokes the interiors of a wide range of homes, introducing us to

genteel spinsters keeping up appearances in two rooms, professional couples setting
up home in rented houses, widowers frantic to keep their households afloat without a

mistress and servants with only a locking box to call their own.

Yale University Press
New Haven and London
yalebooks.com www.yalebooks.co.uk

Amanda Vickery is Professor of Early Modern History,

Queen Mary, University of London, and the author

of The Gentleman’s Daughter: Women’s Lives in Georgian

England (Yale University Press, 1998; Winner of the

Whitfield prize, the Wolfson prize and the Longman-

History Today prize) and the editor of Women, Privilege

and Power: British Politics, 1750 to the Present (Stanford

University Press, 2001).

www.amandavickery.com www.yalebooks.co.uk

Cover illustration: The Spruce Sportsman, or Beauty the Best Shot (detail), 1780, mezzotint, Lewis Walpole Library,

Farmington, ct, 780.0.18, originally published in 1778 as A Morning Visit … or the Fashionable Dresses for the Year 1777.

Courtesy of the Lewis Walpole Library, Yale University

Author photo: © Sarah Turton

Cover design by Matthew Broughton

BEHIND
CLOSED DOORS
At Home in Georgian England

‘Vickery is that rare thing an . . . historian who writes like a novelist’ – Jane Shilling, Daily Mail
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Our European modules stretch 
from the Middle Ages to the twenty-
first century, and range across 
France, Germany, Russia and 
the Mediterranean. Students can 
explore the history of art, the great 
revolutions, the rise of nationalism or 
the persecution of minorities – whether 
‘witches’ in the medieval world or Jews 
in the modern era.

Meet our staff
Professor Colin Jones CBE 
joined Queen Mary in 2006, 
having held posts in Britain, 
France and the United 
States. He was the President 
of the Royal Historical 
Society from 2009 to 2012 
and is one of the most 
innovative historians  
of modern France.

Sample modules
•  Europe 1000-1500: The Middle Ages  

and their Legacy

•  Witches, Demons and Magic in Late 
Medieval and Early Modern Europe

• Renaissance Rome

•  Africa in Europe, 1440-1650: Renaissance 
Encounters

•  Reformation to Revolution: Europe and the 
World, 1500-1800

•  The Age of Impressionism: Art in France  
and Britain 1860-1900 

•  Protest and Revolution in Germany:  
1789-1989

• Europe in a Global Context since 1800

•  Challenging Europe’s Political and Social 
Order: the 1848 Revolution 

•  Rewriting Europe: 1989 and the End of 
Communism

•  A Century of Extremes: Germany 1890 – 
1990 

•  From the Tsars to the Bolsheviks: Russia 
1801-1921 

•  From the Rise of Fascism to Berlusconi:  
Italy 1919-1996 

•  The Russian Revolution and Civil War  
1917-21 (I) and (II)

• Stalinism

• The Germans and the Jews since 1871 

• Marx, Engels and the Making of Marxism

Colin’s books include The Great Nation: 
France from Louis XV to Napoleon; Paris: 
The Biography of a City; and Madame de 
Pompadour: Images of a Mistress. He has 
written about bawdy cartoons and what 
these images can tell us about France before 
Napoleon, while his most recent book,The 
Smile Revolution in 18th Century Paris, was 
published in 2014. Showing how something 
as unlikely as the smile can have a history, it 
was hailed in The Sunday Times as “the most 
original approach to history in years ... one of 
the most absorbing and unusual history books 
imaginable”.

Our research
Julian Jackson, The 
Fall of France: The Nazi 
Invasion of 1940   
(OUP, 2004)

On 16 May 1940, 
the French High 
Command was called 
to an emergency 
meeting in Paris. 
Just five days after 
beginning its attack, 
the German army had 

broken through the 
French lines and was closing on the capital. 
Winston Churchill rushed to Paris to find 
the government in despair. ‘Where’, asked 
Churchill, ’is the strategic reserve?’ The reply 
came: ‘There is none’. 

This book charts the breath-taking events that 
led to the defeat and surrender of one of the 
leading powers in the Western Alliance. The 
search for scapegoats for the most humiliating 
disaster in French history began at once: were 
miscalculations by military leaders to blame, 
or was this an indictment of an entire nation? 
Using eyewitness accounts, memoirs and 
diaries, Julian Jackson recreates, in gripping 
detail, the atmosphere and dramatic events of 
six weeks in 1940.

“A first class, authoritative account ... 
intelligent, lucid history.” The Times

EUROPEAN HISTORY

By permission of Oxford 
University Press

By permission of Oxford University Press
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The history of the United States is a 
particular strength at Queen Mary. Our 
modules range from the American 
Revolution to the Kennedy years and 
the presidency of Bill Clinton. Students 
can study not only the political history 
of the region, but the history of race, 
the rise of American capitalism and the 
emergence of Hollywood as a cultural 
superpower.

Meet our staff
Professor Mark White joined 
QMUL in 1999, having 
taught in both Britain and 
the United States. He began 
his career as a specialist 
in US foreign relations and 
now writes on the American 
presidency in the Cold 
War and post-Cold War 

era. He has published books on the Cuban 
Missile Crisis, President John F. Kennedy, the 
actor and director Kenneth Branagh, and the 
presidency of Bill Clinton.

Our research
Daniel Peart, Era of Experimentation: American 
Political Practices in the Early Republic 

(University of Virginia 
Press, 2014)

In Era of 
Experimentation, 
Daniel Peart challenges 
the assumption 
that the modern 
two-party system in 
America represents 
the logical fulfilment 
of participatory 
democracy. Historical 
accounts of ‘the rise of 

American democracy’ often applaud political 
parties for opening up political life to mass 
participation, making governments responsive 
to the will of the people. Yet this celebratory 
narrative tells only half the story.

Professor White teaches modules on The 
Kennedy Years, The Clinton Years, Cold War 
America and The American Century: The 
History of the United States, 1900-2000.

Sample modules
• Building the American Nation: 1756-1900
•  Race in the United States: Slavery To Civil 

Rights 
•  ‘We the People’: Americans and their 

government from the Constitution to the  
Civil War 

•  The Pursuit of Happiness? The Creation  
of American Capitalism, 1763-1914

•  The Age of Emancipation: Slavery & Freedom 
in the Atlantic World, 1763-1896

• Civil War America: 1848-1876
•  The American Century: The History of  

the United States, 1900-2000 
• Scandal and Corruption in American Politics
•  Film History: The United States and the 

Second World War
• Cold War America 1945-1975 
• Anglo-American Relations, 1945-70
• The Kennedy Years
• The Clinton Years

By exploring American political practices 
during the early 1820s, Peart shows how 
parties could also be used to channel, control 
and curb mass participation. Far from equating 
democracy with the party system, Americans 
in this period experimented with alternative 
forms of political organisation, resisting efforts 
to confine their public presence to the polling 
place. Era of Experimentation demonstrates the 
sheer variety of political practice in the early 
Republic, and sheds new light on the  
rise of democracy in America.

AMERICAN HISTORY

American Political 
Practices in the Early 
Republic

Era of
Experimentation

Daniel Peart

}
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GLOBAL HISTORY

From the Ottoman Empire to the 
Atlantic slave trade, from the rise of 
China to the history of Japanese film, 
our modules invite you to explore 
new fields of history beyond the 
conventional focus on Britain, Europe 
and America. We encourage all our 
students to set the histories they are 
exploring in a global context, whether 
that’s the influence of the British 
Empire on Victorian politics or the 
global consequences of the French 
Revolution.

Sample modules
•  Global Encounters: Conquest and Culture  

in World History 

• Islam and the West in the Middle Ages

•  Africa in Europe, 1440-1650: Renaissance 
Encounters

•  Kingdoms, Empires, and Colonisation in 
African History

•  The Atlantic Slave Trade: Africa, Europe,  
and the Americas

•  The “Heart of Darkness”? Identity, Power, 
and Politics in the Congo c.1870-2010

•  Narratives of the Raj: The History of India, 
1757-1947

• The Age of Revolutions: Global Perspectives

•  Politics, Society & Power in the Era of the 
Atlantic Slave Trade

•  ‘An Excess of Violence’: Empire,  
Race and Colonialism

• Apartheid, 1948-1990

• Nelson Mandela’s World 

• The War on Terror

• Japanese Film: History, Culture and Fantasy

Meet our staff
Dr Kim Wagner is a Senior 
Lecturer in British Imperial 
History, focusing especially 
on India and South Asia. His 
first book was a history of 
Thuggee: Banditry and the 
British in Early Nineteenth-
Century India – the 
phenomenon from which the 

modern word ‘thug’ originated. It was short-
listed for the 2008 Longman-History Today 
Book of the Year Award. In 2010, he published 
The Great Fear of 1857, a ground-breaking 
reassessment of the Indian ‘Mutiny’ or ‘First 
War of Indian Independence’. He is currently 
writing a new history of the Amritsar Massacre 
of 1919.

Dr Wagner teaches modules on The History 
of Modern India, 1757-1947, and Anxieties 
of Empire, and is also Director of the MA in 
Global and Imperial History.

Our research
Saul Dubow, Apartheid, 1948-1994 (OUP, 2014)

From 1948 to 1994, 
the South African 
state conducted a 
remarkable experiment 
in the creation of a 
racially segregated 
society. The struggle to 
end apartheid became 
a global crusade, and 
the release of Nelson 
Mandela in 1990 
– after 27 years in 
prison – was one of the 
iconic moments of the 
twentieth century.

Saul Dubow, Professor of African History at 
Queen Mary, is one of the leading authorities in 
the world on the apartheid regime, the African 
National Congress and the transition to multi-
racial government. His book offers a fresh 
interpretation of the apartheid era, asking not 
only how it was defeated but how it survived  
so long.

“A first-rate, clearly written account of a bizarre 
20th century political experiment. Apartheid 
has left a lasting impression on South 
Africa that will continue to affect it for some 
years to come, and Dubow’s book is a fine 
introduction.” 
Alexander du Toit, Times Higher Education 
Supplement.

By permission of Oxford 
University Press
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THE HISTORY OF RELIGION

Religion touches almost every area of 
human experience. It has shaped the 
rise and fall of empires, built schools 
and universities, and inspired some 
of the greatest art in human history. 
Its architectural, institutional and 
intellectual legacy is all around us, and 
a better understanding of the major 
religions is as important today as it has 
ever been. Our modules range widely 
across the field, from medieval Islam to 
the contemporary Christian church.

Sample modules
•  History of the Medieval Islamic World,  

600-1500 

•  The Reform of Islam: the Legacy of Ibn 
Taymiyya (1263-1328)

•  Catholics and Politics in England c1558-
1603 

•  The Hussites: Reform, Revolution and 
Apocalypse in the Fifteenth Century

•  The World of the Nun: Convent Life in 
Renaissance Europe

• The Germans and the Jews since 1871

•  Philosophical Britain: Cultural and 
Intellectual History, 1895-2012

Our research
Eyal Poleg, Approaching the Bible in Medieval 
England (Manchester University Press, 2014)

The Bible was the most 
important text in the 
medieval world; but, 
in an age before mass 
literacy, how did people 
become familiar with 
it? This book pioneers 
the concept of ‘biblical 
mediation’, exploring 
the many tools and 
methods through which 
people experienced the 
Bible. It reveals how 

the Bible was experienced through sermons, 
murals and liturgy, overturning the myth that 
the Bible was inaccessible to the laity before 
the Reformation.

Meet our staff
Virginia Davis is Professor of 
Medieval History at Queen 
Mary. She specialises in 
the history of the medieval 
church, focusing especially 
on England from 1350 to 
1540. Her books include a 
biography of the fourteenth 
century bishop William of 

Wykeham – who was born a peasant and rose 
to be Lord Chancellor of England – and a study 
of William of Waynflete, a fifteenth century 
educationalist, bishop and patron of learning. 
Her work challenges the received view of the 
medieval church as a corrupt and gangrenous 
institution, revealing instead its complex role in 
learning, politics and the arts.

Professor Davis teaches modules on English 
Political Society during the Wars of the Roses, 
England in the Fifteenth Century, and Women 
and Gender in Late Medieval England.

Through an extensive survey of manuscripts, 
court records, sermon collections, visual 
images and liturgical rites, Eyal Poleg shows 
how the Bible assumed rhythm and image 
in the medieval world. He explores the use 
of liturgical processions to bind together the 
Bible and its audience; the use of sacred 
books as icons in churches and courts of law, 
judged by their covers and valued for their 
antiquity; the emergence of innovative types of 
manuscripts to portray a very specific view of 
the Bible; and the role of preachers in bringing 
the Bible to life, while exploring its depths and 
complexities.

“An absorbing and suggestive book. It is richly 
interdisciplinary, informed by a breadth of 
knowledge and scholarship.” 
Professor Julia Boffey

“A must-read for scholars of liturgy, preaching, 
manuscripts, and legal history in England and 
beyond.” 
Professor Diane J. Reilly

APPROACHING THE  
BIBLE IN MEDIEVAL  
ENGLAND

Eyal Poleg

By permission of Oxford 
University Press

By permission of Oxford 
University Press
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THE HISTORY OF ART,  
ARCHITECTURE AND FILM

From the earliest cave paintings to the 
rise of Hollywood, the arts have served 
to entertain, instruct, challenge and 
inform. They can enforce the power 
of regimes or inflame revolutionary 
movements. They shape the 
environment in which we work and live, 
and structure our understanding of the 
world around us.

With its world-class galleries and museums, 
internationally famous cityscape and centuries 
of architectural history, London is the perfect 
place to study the histories of art, architecture 
and film. Our modules cover an extraordinary 
range of subjects, from the material culture of 
the medieval world to the rise of the modern 
movie.

Professor Vickery appears regularly on BBC 
television, presenting programmes such as At 
Home With the Georgians; The Story of Women 
and Art; and, most recently, Suffragettes 
Forever! The Story of Women and Power. 
She teaches modules on Houses, Interiors 
and Domestic Life, c. 1660-c1830 and The 
Georgians: Society and Culture in Eighteenth 
Century England.

Sample modules
•  Introduction to Film History: Alfred Hitchcock

• British Horror: Film, Television and Literature

• Japanese Film: History, Culture and Fantasy

•  London on Film: Representing the City in 
British and American Cinema

•  Film History: The United States and the 
Second World War

• The History of Jewish Film

• The Middle Ages in 10 Objects

•  Architecture in London I: 1600-1837 and II: 
1837 to the present

•  Behind Closed Doors: Houses, Interiors  
and Domestic Life, c. 1660-c1830

•  The Georgians: Society and Culture in 
Eighteenth Century England

• Renaissance Art in London

•  The Age of Impressionism: Art in France  
and Britain 1860-1900

•  Modern Art in the Twentieth Century,  
1900-1950

• Contemporary Art and Society

Meet our staff
Amanda Vickery is Professor 
of Early Modern History at 
Queen Mary, with interests 
ranging across the history 
of art, gender, fashion and 
power. Her books include 
Behind Closed Doors: At 
Home in Georgian England 
(2009), Women, Privilege, 

and Power: British Politics, 1750 to the Present 
(2001) and The Gentleman’s Daughter: 
Women’s Lives in Georgian England (1998), 
for which she won three major prizes. She is a 
regular contributor to BBC Radio 4, appearing 
on Start The Week, Saturday Review and In 
Our Time. In 2009, she wrote and presented 
the critically acclaimed History of Private Life,  
a 30-part series subsequently released on CD.

Our research
Mark Glancy, Hollywood and the 
Americanization of Britain (I.B. Tauris, 2013)

For a hundred years, 
most of the films 
watched in Britain 
have been made in 
the United States. 
Hollywood has become 
one of the most 
important influences 
on British culture, and 
for many Britons is not 
seen as ‘foreign’ at all.

Hollywood and the Americanization of Britain 
is the first book to take a wide ranging view 
of this phenomenon, exploring the tastes and 
preferences of British audiences from the silent 
era to the present. Mark Glancy investigates 
the British reception of Hollywood films, 
ranging from The Public Enemy (1931) to The 
Patriot (2000) and Grease (1978). Drawing on 
rich original sources, his carefully researched 
and lively book explores Hollywood’s unique 
appeal to British audiences, as well as its 
ability to alienate, enrage and amuse.

“Clearly written and judiciously argued, this 
book is likely to be enjoyed and admired by  
a wide readership.”  
Dr Jonathan Stubbs, Reviews in History
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The history of ideas is one of the most 
exciting fields in the discipline: the 
history not only of great thinkers and 
intellectuals, but of the prejudices, 
assumptions, feelings and emotions 
that shape everyday life. Queen Mary 
is particularly strong in the history of 
political thought and has pioneered the 
newly emerging field of the history of 
the emotions.

Meet our staff
Professor Quentin Skinner 
is one of the leading 
intellectual historians in 
the world. Before joining 
Queen Mary in 2007, he 
was Regius Professor of 
History at the University 
of Cambridge. He has 
also lectured at Princeton, 

Harvard, Cornell and Oxford. His work centres 
on the history of political thought, focusing 

Sample modules
•  The Foundations of Modern Thought: 

Introduction to Intellectual History

• History of Western Political Thought

• Marx, Engels and the Making of Marxism

• The Lives of Oscar Wilde

• The British Empire in Political Thought

•  Philosophical Britain: Cultural and 
Intellectual History, 1895-2012

•  Sex, Work and Liberation: Feminist Thought 
in the Late Twentieth Century

Our research
Thomas Dixon, Weeping Britannia:  
Portrait of a Nation in Tears (OUP, 2015)

The British like to 
believe they are a 
nation of stoics, 
with stiff upper 
lips, repressed 
emotions, and inactive 
lachrymal glands. 
Weeping Britannia 
– the first history 
of crying in Britain 
– comprehensively 
debunks this myth. 

especially on the writings of Thomas Hobbes, 
John Milton, Machiavelli and Thomas More. 
He has won the Wolfson Prize, the Isaiah 
Berlin Prize and many other distinguished 
awards. His three-volume work, Visions of 
Politics, transformed the study of early-modern 
political thought, while his two volumes on The 
Foundations of Modern Political Thought were 
listed by the Times Literary Supplement among 
the ‘100 most influential books since World 
War II’.

Professor Skinner’s most recent book is 
Forensic Shakespeare (2014), which illustrates 
Shakespeare’s creative processes by revealing 
some of the intellectual materials from which 
his most famous works were composed.

Far from being a persistent element in the 
‘national character’, the notion of the stiff 
upper lip emerged only in the late nineteenth 
century. In this pioneering new book, Thomas 
Dixon charts six centuries of weeping Britons, 
from the medieval mystic Margery Kempe 
to the death of Princess Diana in 1997. In 
between, the book includes the tears of some 
of the most influential figures in British history, 
from Oliver Cromwell and Queen Victoria to 
Winston Churchill and Margaret Thatcher.

These tearful micro-histories contribute to a 
bigger picture of changing emotional ideas and 
styles over the centuries, touching on many 
other fascinating areas of our history. The book 
investigates the histories of painting, literature, 
theatre, music and the cinema to discover how 
and why people have been moved to tears 
by the arts, from the sentimental paintings 
and novels of the eighteenth century and the 
romantic music of the nineteenth, to Hollywood 
weepies, expressionist art, and pop music in 
the twentieth century.

“Erudite, fascinating, and moving. I almost 
cried.” Ian Hislop

“Simply magnificent. The best thing I have 
read this year.” Professor Joanna Bourke

THE HISTORY OF IDEAS

Reproduced by permission of 
The Random House Group Ltd.

By permission of Oxford 
University Press

By permission of Oxford 
University Press
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The history of science and medicine is 
a growing field of historical research, of 
which Queen Mary is at the forefront. 
Our links with the Wellcome Trust have 
made us a hub of new research in this 
field, feeding into some of our most 
popular and innovative modules.

Meet our staff
Tilli Tansey is Professor 
of the History of Modern 
Medical Sciences, and has 
had a remarkably wide-
ranging career. She trained 
originally as a neuroscientist, 
writing her doctorate on 
octopus brain chemistry, 
before gaining a second PhD 

in medical history in 1990. She worked for the 
biomedical research charity the Wellcome Trust 
for many years, and is currently the head of 
the History of Modern Biomedicine Research 
Group.

Our research
Mark Honigsbaum, A History of the Great 
Influenza Pandemics: Death, Panic and Hysteria, 
1830-1920 (I. B. Tauris, 2014)

Influenza was the great 
killer of the nineteenth 
and twentieth centuries. 
The so-called ‘Russian 
influenza’ killed about 
1 million people across 
Europe in 1889-93 – 
including the second-
in-line to the British 
throne, the Duke of 
Clarence. The Spanish 
flu of 1918 would kill 
50 million people – 

nearly three percent of the world’s population. 

This book explores the history of influenza, 
showing in particular how the Russian flu drew 
on the new journalism and Victorian celebrity 
culture to create widespread anxiety and, in 
some cases, hysteria about a disease that had 
previously been considered relatively harmless.

Professor Tansey specialises in the history 
of modern medical sciences, particularly 
physiology, pharmacology and the 
neurosciences. She is also interested in the 
development of medical research funding 
and policy. Part of her research involves oral 
history through holding witness seminars. 
She appears regularly in the media and was 
awarded an OBE in 2014 for services to 
research in the medical sciences and to the 
public understanding of science.

Sample modules
•  Madness and Medicine  

in Modern Britain 

•  Reinventing Ourselves: Psychology,  
Sex and Chemistry in Modern Britain

• The Supernatural in Modern Britain

•  Developing People: The Sciences of 
Childhood in 20th and 21st Century Britain

Coinciding with a boom in cheap newsprint, 
the Russian flu pandemic was one of the 
most widely reported epidemics in history. 
Thanks to telegraphic bulletins filed by Reuters 
correspondents in diseased capitals across 
Europe, Victorians were able to track the 
flu in real-time – something that had never 
previously been possible. As the flu was carried 
by rail from St Petersburg to London, Paris and 
Berlin, it became a barometer of fin-de-siècle 
cultural anxieties, drawing on fears engendered 
by technology, urbanisation and degeneration.

“Honigsbaum’s new book is riveting ... This 
is eloquent, exciting, poignant, and scholarly 
history.” Professor Joanna Bourke

THE HISTORY OF SCIENCE  
AND MEDICINE

“Madness and Medicine was a brilliant
module that delved into the dark side
of mental illness and how it has been
viewed, explained and treated over time.
It is a module that seemed to look at
things in a different way to other, more
traditional historical modules”
Jack Baldan, 3rd Year History BA
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London is one of the great historic 
cities of the world: a Roman fortress 
that became a port, a commercial 
centre and the heart of the British 
Empire. Our own part of London is 
steeped in history, offering fabulous 
opportunities to the historian, and we 
offer an extensive range of modules on 
London history.

East London heritage
Sutton House 
in Hackney is 
a Tudor manor 
house built in 
1535. It was 
commissioned 
by a merchant 

family made prosperous by the docks, later 
becoming a school, a fire warden’s hut and 
the headquarters of a trade union. Today, it 
belongs to the National Trust.

The House Mill 
in Bow was a 
working mill from 
the 18th century 
until the Second 
World War – a 
reminder of how 

the river shaped London’s industry.

Brick Lane has 
been a home 
to immigrant 
communities since 
at least the 17th 
century, shaped 
successively by 

Huguenots, Jews, Irish and Bangladeshis. 
It inspired Monica Ali’s novel, Brick Lane, 
published in 2003.

Cable Street 
was the scene 
of one of the 
great anti-Fascist 
demonstrations 
of the 1930s. 
On 4 October 

1936, the British Union of Fascists tried to 
march through the street – an area of Jewish 
immigration. Up to 100,000 demonstrators 
blocked the way, battling Fascists and police 
in what became known as the ‘Battle of Cable 
Street’.

The Black Cultural 
Archives are the 
leading research 
centre in Britain 
for the history of 
peoples of African 
and Caribbean 

descent. Its holdings, exhibitions and events 
provide a superb resource for historians of 
London, immigration and multicultural Britain.

The Geffrye 
Museum was 
founded in 1914 
and specialises in 
the history of the 
domestic interior. 
QMUL works in 

close partnership with the Geffyre, co-founding 
the Centre for the Studies of the Home.

Sample modules
• Church and Clergy in Late Medieval London

• Renaissance Art in London

• Architecture in London I: 1600-1837

•  Architecture in London II: 1837 to the 
present

• London and its Museums

•  London before the Fire: Life in a Medieval  
and Renaissance City

•  London on Film: Representing the City  
in British and American Cinema

Our research
Gareth Stedman Jones, Outcast London:  
A Study in the Relationships Between Classes  
in Victorian Society (Verso, 2013)

Victorian London was 
the largest city in the 
world—a subject of 
fascination, wonder 
and often terror. Its East 
End was compared by 
social investigators to 
the jungles of ‘Darkest 
Africa’, teeming with 
the poor, distressed and 
discontented. Charles 
Dickens, Charles Booth 
and George Bernard 

Shaw were among those who developed a 
fascination with the London poor and with 
the extraordinary gulf between classes at the 
heart of the Empire. Its crises could cause 
panic in wealthy London, prompting repressive 
measures, new forms of charity and the first 
stirrings of the welfare state.

First published in 1971, Outcast London has 
become one of the most influential history 
books of the last half century. Reissued in a 
fourth edition in 2013, it speaks not only to  
the London of the past but to the city we live  
in today.

“Flawlessly written and massively 
documented.” Encounter

“One of the most stimulating and in the best 
sense provocative studies of Victorian London 
which have yet appeared.”  
Asa Briggs, Guardian

THE HISTORY OF LONDON

Image by Edmund Sumner.
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QUEEN MARY AND THE 
FIRST WORLD WAR

The period from 2014 to 2018 marks 
the centenary of the First World War. 
From first year undergraduates to 
senior academics, our historians 
are actively engaged in researching, 
questioning and commemorating a 
conflict that shaped the modern world.

The East End at war
Our undergraduate research project aims to 
create a social history of the war in our own 
part of London. Led by Dr Patrick Longson and 
Dr Dan Todman, our team of undergraduate 
historians have unearthed a treasure trove of 
newspapers, diaries and public records. They 
will be posting material online throughout the 
period from 2014-18 to reconstruct the daily 
experience of a community at war. The result 
will be a unique social history, freely available 
to all readers online.

QMUL at the Imperial War Museum

Dr Dan Todman, Senior 
Lecturer at Queen Mary, 
acted as a Historical 
Advisor to the Imperial War 
Museum as it developed 
its new First World War 
galleries. His undergraduate 
module, Exhibiting the First 

World War, allows undergraduates to act as 
researchers for the Imperial War Museum, 
gathering and analysing sources. This provides 
an excellent training for the heritage sector, as 
well as a chance to shape the commemoration 
of the Great War.

You can follow the project on Twitter:  
@EastEndWW1 or visit the project website: 
http://eastendww1.org/

Sample modules
•  Winning on the Western Front: The British 

Army, 1914-1919

•  Exhibiting the First World War (taught  
with the Imperial War Museum)

Our research
Dan Todman, The Great War: Myth and Memory 
(Bloomsbury, 2005)

Amidst the mud 
and slaughter of the 
trenches, the First 
World War is often 
taken as the ultimate 
example of the futility 
of war. In popular 
memory, generals 
who were safe in their 
headquarters behind 
the lines sent millions 
of men to their deaths, 
merely to gain a few 

hundred yards of ground. Yet this vision of 
the war is at best a partial one, the war only 
achieving its status as the worst of wars in the 
last thirty years. At the time, the war aroused 
emotions of pride and patriotism. In this prize-
winning book – which won the Times Higher 
Education Supplement’s Young Historian of 
the Year award – Dr Todman shows how views 
of the war have changed over the last ninety 
years and how a distorted image of it emerged 
and became dominant.

“Todman is a leading figure in an impressive 
cohort of younger historians of the Great War. 
His book is no dry academic text: full of good 
sense and reasoned arguments, it crackles 
with striking phrases, controversial judgements 
and some good jokes.”  
Gary Sheffield, The IndependentStudent cards of undergraduates who fought in the First World War; 

a soldier poses with a bomb meant for the Kaiser; and an unusual 
take on a wartime nursery rhyme.

“The East End at War Project has helped me
develop invaluable research skills for my final
year of university. Not only have I now had
experience within archives, but I’ve had the
independence of finding articles that interest
me and sharing them with others”
Maya Bhogal, 3rd Year History BA and East End 
at War researcher

“The new galleries at the Imperial War
Museum represent the cutting edge both
in museum design and in historical
scholarship. The galleries not only tell the
story of the war, they explain how and why
things happened, and they show what the
war meant to people at the time”
Dr Dan Todman

Images: Courtesy of Queen Mary 
University of London Archives

https://twitter.com/EastEndWW1
http://eastendww1.org/
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Small class sizes
Classes and seminar groups are capped at 
a maximum of 15. Most will be smaller to 
ensure that students receive the full personal 
attention of their tutors. Students can also meet 
individually with tutors during office hours.

Personal academic advisors
All students have a member of academic staff 
as their personal advisor. They meet regularly 
with their advisors to discuss their progress, 
and can contact them at any time to arrange a 
meeting. Advisors can also help with module 
choices, careers training and any personal or 
welfare issues.

Lecture capture and e-learning support
Most lectures are captured on video and 
uploaded to our e-learning platform, QMplus. 
Our dedicated E-Learning Manager, Dr Chris 
Sparks, provides support and training in the 
use of digital resources to ensure that our 
teaching is at the cutting edge of multimedia 
and digital history.

In addition to our in-house support, the Queen 
Mary Learning Development team offers 
individual tutorials, drop-in advice sessions  
and guidance on writing, reading and 
academic study. Our Royal Literary Fund 
Fellows – professional ‘writers-in-residence’ 
– are also available to discuss good writing 
practices with students.

Health and wellbeing
QMUL offers an extensive network of pastoral 
support services to help you adjust to campus 
life and ensure that you get the most out of 
your degree:

Student experience manager
Our dedicated Student Experience Manager, Dr 
Matt Jacobsen, has pastoral responsibility for 
all students in the School of History. He works 
closely with the History Society and other 
student bodies to provide the best possible 
undergraduate experience at Queen Mary.

Writing support
Good writing is central to the historian’s art, 
and we are committed to providing you with 
the support you need. Our specialist writing 
tutors are available for one-to-one advice 
sessions and run regular writing workshops. 
Recent sessions have focused on writing a 
good introduction; structuring essays; using 
feedback; and good exam technique.

For students working on their final year 
dissertations, we hold day-long group Writing 
Retreats which offer a relaxing space in which 
to get started on your project and receive 
helpful feedback.

The Advice and Counselling Service offers 
confidential appointments for personal and 
practical advice on all aspects of student life.

The Disability and Dyslexia Unit provides 
support and access to resources for students 
with all types of learning difficulties and 
disabilities.

The Mental Health Coordinator offers one-to-
one, confidential appointments for any student 
with mental health concerns.

The Student Enquiry Centre is available to help 
with day-to-day practical enquiries.

Students can register with our on-campus 
Student Health Centre during term-time to 
make an appointment with a Doctor or Nurse.

SUPPORTING YOUR LEARNING

“Everyone is friendly and approachable.
If I need to ask a question or need help
with my studies, I can easily arrange a
meeting with the teacher and discuss any
problems with them”
Jennifa Chowdhury, 2nd Year English and History BA

“I love working with academics that
are at the top of their game in terms of
teaching and research. They are also
extremely down to earth and welcoming
to any of the students’ needs. This homely
environment has allowed me to work
well, as I am in an environment which
helps me learn and improve”
Jack Baldan, 3rd Year BA History
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Our undergraduates are part of a 
thriving intellectual community whose 
engagement with history stretches far 
beyond the lecture hall. Here are just 
some of the activities on offer at Queen 
Mary.

QMUL History Society
Our friendly and dynamic history society 
organises speakers, social events and trips 
abroad – most recently to the medieval town 
of Gdansk in Poland. Recent speakers include 
the historian and broadcaster Dan Snow, 
former BBC Political Editor Andrew Marr, 
the biographer and former editor of the Daily 
Telegraph Charles Moore and IRA informer 
Sean O’Callaghan.

Queen Mary History Journal (QMHJ)
The Queen Mary History Journal is a major 
scholarly publication, stocked by the British 
Library, which is written, produced and edited 
entirely by students. Recent issues have 
ranged from the history of political thought and 
the architectural history of London to the rise of 
women’s history and the history of revolution. 
Writing for the journal is a great way to see 
your work published and gives you invaluable 
training for journalism and the publishing 
industry.

“Did you know that Roman Emperor,
Caligula, made his favourite horse a
senator? Or that John Hancock signed the
United States Declaration of Independence
in especially large handwriting, so that
the British could ‘read it without their
spectacles’? 

Here at the QM History Society,
we love all of these weird and wonderful
historical facts, whether they are
ancient, medieval, early modern or
modern! We work closely with the School
of History to provide both academic and
social events for our members”
Ellen Rafiqi, President of the Queen Mary University
of London History Society

Books that changed history
Our regular book events bring together 
students and staff to discuss the books that 
made the modern world. Recent choices 
include Heart of Darkness, The Divine Comedy 
and Uncle Tom’s Cabin, helped along with a 
glass of wine and refreshments.

History and Film
Join us in one of our state of the art cinemas, 
as Queen Mary goes to the movies! Our 
regular movie nights combine a good film 
with a historical introduction by one of our 
members of staff. Find out why President John 
F. Kennedy loved Dr No, what historians can 
learn from Twelve Years A Slave or what Pride 
can tell us about the history of Thatcherism.

HISTORY BEYOND THE CLASSROOM
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Wednesday
Morning: I treat myself to a lie in on 
Wednesdays and usually decide to go for a 
walk around the area, stopping off at a coffee 
shop with a friend before going in for a lecture.  

Afternoon: After my lecture is done, I head 
over to the library to finish up my presentation 
for Friday, go to an editorial meeting for CUB 
(QMUL’s arts and culture magazine), and go 
straight to the Westfield shopping centre after 
that.  

Nour Kobayter Helayhel 
Year: 2
BA History and Politics

Monday
Morning: I’ve been quite lucky with timetables 
this year, so I have Mondays clear of lectures 
and classes. I start the day with a little lie in 
and then go for a run around Victoria Park.  

Afternoon: After all my friends finish their 
lectures/seminars, we all go to the library for a 
couple of hours to catch up on all the reading 
we’ve been set (and of course, to socialise a 
little in between!)

Evening: The School of History and History 
Society always have something organised in 
the evenings, be it a book launch or a guest 
lecturer. After that, it’s Netflix and a curry 
takeaway... need I say more?! 

Evening: Feeling the retail-induced blow to my 
bank balance, going out on Wednesday seems 
to be off the table. Unless of course it’s the last 
Wednesday of the month and ‘Hail Mary’ is on 
at the Drapers Bar... 

Thursday
Morning: Thursday morning packs an intense 
day of politics lectures, in which I find myself 
rushing to almost every corner of campus. 

Afternoon: Lectures and seminars run until 
about 4pm but I take a quick lunch break with 
a classmate in-between. As soon as my classes 
are over, I rush home to make sure that all my 
society work is done (article deadlines, editing 
etc.) 

Evening: After a full day of political debating, 
the best thing to do is head off to a pub and let 
off some steam (and probably engage in even 
more debate). 

Friday
Morning: Friday morning is pretty ideal for 
another run around Victoria Park. I really try  
to make the most out of living so near to it!  

Afternoon: As the excitement of the weekend 
gains momentum, I drag myself to campus 
and polish off my presentation, as well as 

going to my lecture and seminar.  

Evening: After a quick meeting with my 
editing team for CUB, Friday evenings are 
usually spontaneously organized. They never 
really follow a specific pattern! 

Tuesday
Morning: Pretty hectic start on Tuesdays, as 
I’ve got back-to-back History lectures and 
seminars. 

Afternoon: After finishing my last seminar at 5 
I meet up with two people from my seminar to 
work on a presentation we have on Friday. The 
perfect place to get some group work is,  
of course, the library. 

Evening: I head over to the gym after that’s 
done and try to work out a little. (I last about 
45 minutes before deciding to call it a day, it’s 
been a long one!) 

A WEEK IN THE LIFE  
OF A HISTORY STUDENT

50  history.qmul.ac.uk
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If you like the idea of studying abroad, 
boosting your CV and having amazing 
experiences whilst doing so, why 
not consider studying with one of 
our partner institutions across the 
world? Our wide array of international 
partnerships gives you the opportunity 
to spend either a term or a full year 
abroad, with the chance to convert 
your degree to a four-year course.. 
Partner institutions include:

Uppsala (Sweden)
The University of Uppsala is the oldest 
university in Sweden and a leading 
international institution. It provides housing for 
all Erasmus Exchange students and specialises 
in Scandinavian history, early modern Europe 
and African studies.

Copenhagen (Denmark)
The University of Copenhagen is located in 
the vibrant capital of Denmark. It offers a 
wide range of modules in English, specialising 
in transatlantic slavery, Japanese culture, 
American history, and medieval and 
Renaissance studies.

Richmond, Virginia (USA)
Founded in 1830, the University of Richmond 
is one of the leading liberal arts universities 
in the United States. It specialises not only in 
American history but in the history of Russia 
and of Europe.

Koç (Turkey)
One of the leading universities in Turkey, Koç 
University is situated in bustling Istanbul. It 
offers more than 95% of options in English, 
and specialises in Islamic culture, Middle 
Eastern and Southern European studies.

Humboldt University of Berlin
One of Europe’s leading universities, the 
Humboldt is Berlin’s oldest university. Located 
at the very centre of Berlin, it offers many 
English-language modules in the field of history 
and politics.

Boston College (USA)
Boston College is one of the top universities 
in America, with a stunning campus in 
Massachusetts. Its specialisms include African-
American history, the history of the Middle East 
and the early modern era.

Hong Kong
The history department at HKU is one of the 
oldest and most prestigious in South Asia. 
Students can study the histories of China, 
Japan and the Soviet Union, or explore 
new perspectives on British, European and 
American history.

Melbourne (Australia)
The beautiful city of Melbourne hosts one of 
the largest history departments in Australia, 
offering courses in Asian and Australian 
history, the history of human rights and 
indigenous history.

All teaching is provided in English, and our 
language programmes can help you acquire  
the languages you need to enjoy these cities  
to the full.

STUDY ABROAD “So far I am absolutely loving it. The city
itself is really beautiful, and I’m really 

excited to be able to spend the next 
year here”

Maddy Alldridge, 
studying abroad at Uppsala University

Uppsala University
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History graduates are highly sought 
after by employers. The knowledge 
gained from a history degree feeds 
directly into careers such as teaching, 
journalism, government, the creative 
industries and the heritage sector. 
The transferable skills you develop are 
highly valued in the worlds of politics, 
the law, banking, manufacturing and 
the entertainment industry.

At Queen Mary, we work hard to prepare you 
for the career that suits your interests and 
aspirations. Our graduates have the 8th highest 
starting salaries in the UK, working in an array 
of exciting and rewarding professions. 

What do our students do next?
According to the latest national statistics, 92% 
of graduates from the School of History were in 
employment or further study six months after 
graduation.

Queen Mary graduates have an average 
earning power of £23,000 a year after 
graduation. (National Destination Survey, 
2012)

Recent graduate destinations include:

• Policy Adviser, HM Treasury

• Museum Assistant, Benjamin Franklin House

• Market Analyst, Inmarsat

•  Intelligence Analyst, Cambridgeshire 
Constabulary

• Business Analyst, BP

• Deputy Head of History, Secondary School

• Commissioning Editor, Palgrave Publishing

•  Researcher, Centre for Armed Violence 
Reduction

•  Communications Officer, European Banking 
Authority

How do we help?
QMUL Careers and Enterprise Centre prepares 
you for internships and graduate level work, 
offering employer-led workshops on job 
applications, interviews and over 90 employer 
networking events every year.

QM Entrepreneurs. Do you have an idea for a 
business or an exciting new product? We can 
make it happen, with expert advice and start-
up funding from our QM Enterprise Prize Fund.

QMedia, our centre for media, the arts and 
technology gives student volunteers training in 
broadcasting and print media.

On-campus forums such as the Mile End 
Institute give you access to the world of politics, 
the media and the civil service.

Our Language Centre offers courses in Arabic, 
Mandarin, Japanese, French, German, 
Spanish and other languages. All are welcome, 
from beginners to degree students.

Our specialist History Careers Advisor works 
specifically with history students, helping you 
to develop your skills and interests to the full.

Internships and the voluntary sector
QProjects works with local charities to find 
work experience opportunities for Queen Mary 
students, allowing you to develop employable 
skills while helping others.

Our Ambassador Programme allows you to  
earn money while representing the School  
of History.

QInterns identifies paid internships for students 
and recent graduates, helping you to find the 
internship that suits your interests.

QTemps provides an on-site temp agency, 
sourcing paid work for students on campus 
and in the local area.

Our Volunteering Programme works with more 
than 200 organisations to find the placement 
that suits you.

CAREERS AND EMPLOYMENT

“Besides good teaching and research,
[Queen Mary] is one of the best
universities for student employability 
and graduate starting salaries”
The Guardian University Guide (2015)

“We interviewed a group of students
at Queen Mary in East London … What
we got was a group of highly motivated
young people bursting with enthusiasm
about their job prospects”
Ian King, The Times, 2014
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Ever since its foundation in the 
nineteenth century, Queen Mary 
has been committed to educating 
the brightest students from all social 
backgrounds. We do not want anyone 
to be deterred from studying with us 
because of financial concerns. We offer 
a range of scholarships and bursaries, 
as well as campus accommodation at 
below-market prices. There are also 
many opportunities to take up part-
time employment during your studies.

Queen Mary bursaries
•  If your family income is £25,000 or less,  

you will automatically receive a bursary of 
£1,500 a year.

•  If your family income is between £25,000 
and £42,600, you will automatically receive  
a bursary of £1,200 a year.

The National Scholarship Programme (NSP)
As part of the National Scholarship Programme 
(NSP), over 700 students from low income 
families will receive a £2,000 cash award in 
their first year. In their second and third years, 
they will receive the Queen Mary Bursary. To 
be considered, you must fulfil the following 
criteria:

• Be an English-domiciled student

•  Have a residual household income  
of £25,000 or less

•  Be undertaking your first undergraduate 
degree programme

•  Be in receipt of a full non-repayable 
Maintenance Grant

•  Have achieved in the region of 400-440 
UCAS tariff points, the exact level of which 
will be confirmed when A-level results are 
published.

Do I need to apply for support?
Students do not need to make a separate 
application for the Queen Mary Bursaries or 
for the NSP.  We will, however, need access to 
your household income information from the 
Student Loans Company; therefore applicants 
need to ensure they have made an application 
for student finance in good time.

For further information on these and other 
schemes, please contact:

Bursaries, Grants and Scholarships Office
Tel: +44 (0)20 7882 5079
email: bursaries@qmul.ac.uk

FUNDING YOUR DEGREE
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“At Queen Mary, we are determined
to continue our strong tradition of
widening access to university. We are
keen to reduce the burden of overall
debt for graduates by providing as
comprehensive and extensive a level
of support as possible”
Professor Simon Gaskell, Principal

Professor Simon Gaskell, the Principal.
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We assess every application on its 
individual merits, taking into account 
your school performance, your 
personal statement and your reference.

What grades do you need?
If you are taking A-Levels, you should achieve 
grades of ABB, excluding General Studies and 
Critical Thinking. You should achieve at least 
a B in History, Ancient History or Classical 
Civilisation.

If you are taking the International 
Baccalaureate, you should achieve 34 points 
with at least a 5 in Higher Level History.

For other qualifications – and for candidates 
returning to education later in life – please 
consult our website: history.qmul.ac.uk or  
email us at: history-admissions@qmul.ac.uk

What about the Extended Project (EPQ)?
We are enthusiastic about the EPQ in History 
and will take this into account when assessing 
your application. However, we do not currently 
include the EPQ in our entry requirement.

The Outstanding Potential Award (OPA)
The Outstanding Potential Award (OPA) is an 
unconditional offer of a place at Queen Mary, 
made to a small group of exceptional students 
each year. If you have achieved consistently 
excellent grades throughout your time at 
school, or if we believe that you could perform 
to a much higher level at university, you could 
be the recipient of one of these awards.

There is no special application procedure for 
the OPA. All candidates for History, Medieval 
History, and Modern and Contemporary History 
are automatically considered.

What should you write in your  
Personal Statement?
The Personal Statement is your chance to 
tell us who you are and why you would like to 
study history. It is our first encounter with your 
writing, so it is worth spending real time and 
care on this part of the UCAS form.

We are looking for students with a love of their 
subject, who will read widely and make the 
most of the opportunities on offer. So tell us 
about your interests, your enthusiasms and 
your reasons for wanting to study history. Have 
you read a book that caught your imagination, 
or watched a documentary that sparked your 
interest? What did you like about it, and why?

Tell us about the history you have studied at 
school and the topics you have found most 
intriguing – but tell us, too, if there are other 
areas of history you would like to know more 
about. Our syllabus will give you the chance to 
explore new fields, like the history of medicine 
and the history of film, or the history of Africa, 
Asia and Japan. So think about what you would 
like to discover in future.

We are also interested in the other subjects 
you are studying at school. Perhaps you have 
studied a novel in English Literature, which 
gave you a better understanding of post-war 
Britain; or perhaps you have studied a foreign 
language, which would enable you to study 
sources in French or German. We are just 
as pleased to see A-Levels in Maths and the 
Sciences as we are in the Humanities.

Finally: do check your Personal Statement for 
spelling and grammar! It is easy to miss small 
errors, so ask a friend or a teacher to look 
over it as well. It is important that you present 
yourself in the best possible light, as well as 
showing your assessor that you take good care 
with your work. It would be a shame to misspell 
the name of a historian you admire, or to get 
the title wrong of a book you have enjoyed!

NEXT STEPS
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Once you have received an offer from 
us, we may invite you to visit us on 
campus for one of our Offer Days.  
We hope you will enjoy this chance 
to visit us and to find out more about 
Queen Mary.

What do we offer?
Our Offer Days give you a chance to visit us 
in person and to ask any questions you might 
have about studying history at Queen Mary. We 
offer tours of the campus, talks on university 
life and the chance to chat with some of our 

current undergraduates. We know that you 
will have many excellent universities to choose 
from, so feel free to ask about our modules, 
our teaching and anything else that would help 
in making your decision.

You are welcome to bring a parent or carer 
to the campus with you. We will organise a 
campus tour and a ‘Question and Answer’ 
session especially for them.

Our visitors often tell us how much they enjoy 
visiting us on campus. We hope that you will, 
too!

OFFER DAYS
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For news about events and the most 
up to date information about our 
courses, please visit our website:  
history.qmul.ac.uk 

If you would like to visit the campus for a 
guided tour, you can make a booking online. 
Tours last about an hour and are conducted  
by one of our current undergraduates:
qmul.ac.uk/undergraduate/openday/
campustours/index.html 

We also host many events of our own, to which 
you are very warmly invited. These include 
Open Days, public lectures and our popular 
series of Taster Days, at which you can try out 
some of our lectures and seminars. For details 
of all these activities, please visit our website.

For the latest news from the School of History 
and for details of forthcoming events, follow us 
on Twitter: @QMHistory

You can download a copy of the QMUL 
prospectus at: qmul.ac.uk/prospectus 

For any other enquiries, email history-
admissions@qmul.ac.uk. Please don’t hesitate 
to get in touch – we will look forward to hearing 
from you.

FURTHER INFORMATION

History students and visitors 
at one of our Open Days
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Our students in Wapping, in 
London’s historic Docklands.



For further information contact: History Admissions and Student Support Officer
School of History
Tel: +44 (0)20 7882 8370
email: history-admissions@qmul.ac.uk 
history.qmul.ac.uk
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Any section of this publication is 
available in large print upon request. 
If you require this publication in a 
different accessible format we will 
endeavour to provide this where 
possible. For further information  
and assistance, please contact: 
hr-equality@qmul.ac.uk; 
Tel: +44 (0)20 7882 5585.

The information given in this publication is correct at the time 
of going to press. We reserve the right to modify or cancel any 
statement in it and accept no responsibility for the consequences  
of any such changes. For the most up-to-date information,  
please refer to the website qmul.ac.uk

This prospectus has been printed on environmentally 
friendly material from well-managed sources. 

Front cover image: “The People’s Palace,  
Mile End (engraving), 1891. Now the Queens’ 
Building at Queen Mary University of London”.
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