Queen Mary Industry Day 2009: Student Innovation in Enterprise
There was no absence of creativity at this year's Industry Day Enterprise Competition at Queen Mary, University London. On Wednesday 4 March, over 150 students, lecturers, staff, and industry representatives gathered in The Octagon on the Mile End campus to watch Queen Mary’s top entrepreneurship students pitch their ideas to a panel of industry experts. Enterprise concepts ranged from the ‘VocalPad,’ a hand-held electronic device that allows aspiring singers to record their lyrics on the move, to ‘Insights,’ a consultancy service for UK schools to tailor-make extracurricular activities packages in line with individual student needs.
The competing projects were the result of coursework completed by students in two Enterprise and Innovation modules. Out of the 36 total enterprise ideas, the six Industry Day Competition finalists were shortlisted internally by the course lecturers. The winners were picked by a panel of three external judges - all successful London-based entrepreneurs - after listening to a five-minute pitch and then interrogating the students with questions during a Dragon's Den-style 10 minute Q&A session.

The external judges were: Justin Rhodes (Economics with Hispanic Studies, 1993), founder and Managing Director of Elliot Rhodes, a designer and retailer of bespoke fashion belts; Dr Parag Shah, founder of Art-Switch, a service that allows customers to try and buy original art on a no-risk basis; and Quinn Stainfield-Bruce, founder of The Youth Conspiracy, a market research firm that helps large companies and organisations target the youth sector.  
First prize went to Ehsan Gauher, a final year Business Management student, for his down-to-earth ‘Student Used Book Society’, a business that connects university students with each other for the purposes of selling their used textbooks. Also a Business Management finalist, Julia Lette’s ‘No Limits Gyms’ - a full-service gym designed specifically for disabled people - was awarded second place. The judges reported that they were moved by her passionate presentation and her ability to show a real social need for the enterprise. 
Dr Michael Wells, one of the CREU course lecturers, observed that out of the six finalist “teams,” the winners were actually two students working on their own. He said: “Both were deeply enthusiastic about their ideas from the very beginning. I think this says a lot about how important the ‘passion factor’ is in entrepreneurship.”

To help develop their business ideas, students received a combination of theory and practice from a unique team of lecturers, which included some Queen Mary alumni, with real-world entrepreneurship experience, including sessions on innovative start-up methods and a pitching master class. Dr Tim Meldrum, Manager of the City University London Research & Enterprise Unit (CREU) teaching team which is contracted to deliver the two enterprise and innovation classes to Queen Mary students, commented: “The hands-on, results-oriented approach we incorporate into our teaching of this module shone through in all of the teams’ presentations.” 
Queen Mary alumni who contributed to the delivery of the programme included: Priya Lakhani (Law and Economics 2003), founder of Masala Masala Ltd which produces and sells chilled Indian stir-in sauces; Justin Rhodes; Monica Chadha (History, 1999), Commercial Director of www.mymovies.net and www.games2c.com, and Dr Harren Jhoti (Biochemistry, 1985), founder and CEO of Astex Therapeutics, a pharmaceutical company specialising in drug discovery and development. 
