
QMW RETIRED STAFF ASSOCIATION

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

held at 10 am in the Robert Tong Room of the College
on Wednesday 18th October 2006
1 CHAIRMAN’S WELCOME

Committee member, Pam Wallace, welcomed everyone to the meeting, including Susan Nettle, Head of Alumni Relations.  She explained that Peter Newman had stepped down from his role as Acting Chairman and she had volunteered to chair the meeting.
Pam went on to break the sad news of the death, at the beginning of the month, of Denis Mudge.  Denis had been Secretary since the Association’s inception and Chairman since 1996.  Several members of the Committee had attended a memorial service on 12th October and a donation from the Association, in his memory, had been sent to the Royal Marsden Cancer Care. 

A total of 15 members were present, plus 7 guests.

2 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE WERE RECEIVED FROM:

	Angela Bell
	Pat Coe
	Rose Gray

	Pat Bettis
	‘Mac’ Ekins
	Joyce Jones

	Jackie Brown
	Mary Elmslie
	Dave Lawrence

	Lola Buer
	 
	 


3
MINUTES OF THE 2005 AGM, having previously been circulated, were accepted as a true record.
4
MATTERS ARISING:  There were no matters arising.
5
SECRETARY’S REPORT


Sheila Fenn expressed her thanks to Marion (typing Newsletters) and Dave Pank (organising photocopying) for their help since she had taken over the post of Secretary at the last AGM.  She also thanked the other members of the Committee.  Sadly, several members had died during the year, including Denis Mudge, Dorothy Walker (both Committee members), Cyril Everard Jim Horne, George Vickery and Sir James Menter.  Although Sir James lived in Scotland he had been a good supporter of the Association and his wife has expressed a wish to continue to receive the Newsletters.  Unfortunately the news regarding George Vickery had not reached the Association until a long time after his death.  His wife had written to the College and also to Dave Pank, care of the College but unfortunately the letter had not been forwarded.

Sheila said that due to lack of publicity by the College, no new members had been recruited. 

The Association had been advised of a College Open Day on Saturday 16th September but not enough details had been received in time to let members know of this event.  However, Irene Janota, Beryl Paine and Pam Wallace had been able to attend a luncheon at the College to celebrate the Queen’s 80th birthday to which they had been invited.

Maureen Fry expressed her disappointment that members had not known about the College Open Day.
6
TREASURER’S/SOCIAL SECRETARY’S REPORT

Beryl Paine confirmed that there had been no new members up until 31st July;  there had been a gradual reduction in membership with no replacements.  Although Alumni had advised of one potential member, and information had been sent, nothing had been heard back.  

Jenny Hall asked if people coming up to retirement could be sent letters about the Association.  Dave Pank said that this had been requested in the past and various promises had been made that it would be done but, unfortunately, to no avail.  Sheila said it could be a problem connected with the Data Protection Act.

Referring to the accounts, Beryl said that administrative costs had increased but welfare costs had reduced.  When the Committee are aware of someone being seriously ill or in hospital for an operation, flowers/chocolates are sent but they are not always kept in touch with this news and Beryl asked that anyone hearing of someone who is ill contacts one of the Committee so that this can be done.  Beryl was pleased to report that the deficit on outings had reduced this year and it was hoped that it could be reduced even further.  She was ordering smaller coaches for the outings as fewer people were participating.

Next year outings would be on Thursdays as the coach driver could no longer offer Wednesdays due to another contract.  Beryl asked the meeting if they would like 4 trips again next year or a reduction to 3 and it was unanimously decided to have 4.

A list of suggested outings for 2007 had been circulating during the meeting and people had been asked to tick those in which they would be interested as well as adding any others that they thought would be of interest.

Theatre suggestions for the winter were requested and the following were suggested:

	Billy Elliot
	Donkeys Years
	Producers

	Blood Brothers
	Les Miserables
	Sound of Music

	Chicago
	Lion King
	Spamalot

	Dirty Dancing
	Mary Poppins
	


Beryl reminded the meeting that Christmas Lunch was booked for 14th December at College at 12.30 pm.  Room 602 Physics Department was booked for a pre-lunch get-together from 10/12.30 pm.
Peter Newman commented that he had received a telephone call from Mrs Coughlin, who had collapsed on a bus and had not travelled since.  He offered to visit any members who were patients in King George or Oldchurch Hospitals.

7
AUDITED ACCOUNTS:  On the proposal of Dave Pank, seconded by Sheila Fenn, the audited accounts were accepted.
8
AUDITOR:  It was understood that Mr W P Richards was happy to continue to do this for a further year but acknowledged that the Association should look for someone else to take this on for the future.  Thanks would be conveyed to him for all his work on the Association’s behalf.  Proposed by Pam Wallace, seconded by Maureen Fry, that Mr W P Richards be Auditor for the ensuing year.
9
FUTURE OF THE ASSOCIATION:  
Susan Nettle explained that she was Head of Alumni and the Events Office.  She said that an events leaflet was available to all members and that most events advertised were free, except alumni events where a cost was involved.  She asked that any bookings be through the leaflet at the back of the booklet.  The current events leaflet listed 82 occasions between now and Christmas.  

Susan said that 4 newsletters are also produced every year with news of the College, alumni and former staff and students.  This goes to 12,500 e-mail addresses.  She said that their website is currently being revised and the Retired Staff Association will be mentioned on this together with details of any planned events.  Information should be sent direct to Susan.

She said that it had been a great disappointment that no members had attended the Open Day on 16th September as 170 guests had been welcomed to the College on that day – the largest number ever, both young and old and special groups.
On Saturday 17th March a visit to the Whitechapel Bell Foundry has been planned and this would be followed by lunch in the Octagon.  Bookings would be on a first come first served basis.  There was to be a College reunion in Paris on 5th May as part of Arts Week and details of this would be in the next events leaflet.

Susan said that the Bulletin was available to anyone who would like to receive it and that they should let Sheila or Dave know if this was the case.  

Responding to a query from Sheila, Susan said that she was working on the autumn edition of Quad and would try to include Denis Mudge’s obituary in this.  She had previously said that there would be a write-up regarding the Association in this edition as publicity and Sheila would send information through to her.
Susan said that each department in the College now has a separate unit dealing with Human Resources and that there is no central point for this covering the whole College as in the past.

Regarding the future of the Association, Susan said that unlike in the past, many people do not stay at the College until retirement age.  She suggested that the Association considers a new name and includes former staff, not just those who have retired.  This change was then put to the vote and all members present were in favour of the change of name to Former Staff Association, with no-one voting against.
The Committee would need to meet to change the constitution, following which this would be circulated to all members for approval.

Dave said that Susan had been most helpful and reminded the meeting that anyone could become a member of alumni by letting Susan know.
Sincere thanks were given to Susan for her time in coming to the meeting.  She ended by offering a tour of the Student Village after the meeting to anyone who was interested.

9
ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE:  Voting took place as follows:
	POST
	NAME
	PROPOSER
	SECONDER

	Chairman
	Pam Wallace
	Dave Pank
	Beryl Paine

	Vice Chairman
	Dave Lawrence
	Dave Pank
	Beryl Paine

	Secretary
	Sheila Fenn
	Dave Pank
	Jenny Hall

	Treasurer/Soc Sec
	Beryl Paine
	Sheila Fenn
	Jenny Hall

	Liaison Officer
	Dave Pank
	Sheila Fenn
	Beryl Paine

	Committee Member
	Peter Newman
	Beryl Ryan
	Sheila Fenn

	
	Beryl Ryan
	Sheila Fenn
	Susan Richards

	
	Susan Richards
	Beryl Paine
	Rita Dobrin


10
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:  


Dave wondered if the Association should have a website separate from the College one as he felt it was difficult to find where the Retired Staff Association was embedded within the site and thought it might be more accessible for people.  This was something to be considered for the future.
There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 11.09 am.
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