A review of the Alumni Reunion Weekend: 
Friday 2 and Saturday 3 October 2009

A crisp, sunny autumnal morning greeted alumni as they arrived at Barts on 
Friday 2 October for the beginning of the first ever Queen Mary Alumni Reunion Weekend.

During the course of the two-day event over 250 former students, whose combined years at the College began in 1933 when the Queen Mary was still known as the East London College, came back to see the changes and developments of the past years and reminisce about their student days.

Students from Westfield, QMC, QMW, and QMUL mixed throughout the weekend with others from St Bartholomew’s Hospital Medical College, The London Hospital Medical College, Barts and The London, and The London Hospital Dental College.

Formal and informal gatherings, as well as organised and more impromptu events meant that there was a busy schedule for everyone to enjoy.

On Friday morning, there were opportunities to visit St Bartholomew’s Museum; take a City of London guided walk around historic Barts and West Smithfield; or visit the shell of the newly constructed Barts and The London Heart Centre in Charterhouse Square.

For alumni who made their way to Charterhouse Square, Professor Mauro Perretti and Dr Amrita Ahluwalia from the William Harvey Research Institute were on hand to talk about the future plans for the Heart Centre. Due to open in 2010, the Centre will provide consulting rooms where up to 18,000 patients diagnosed with cardiovascular problems by their GPs will be tested each year. The Heart Centre will also house state-of-the-art research laboratories where staff from the multi-disciplinary Wolfson Institute teams will be working.

Following the morning's programme of activities, a Routemaster bus transported alumni and guests to Barts and The London School of Medicine and Dentistry’s campus at Whitechapel for a lunch hosted by the President of the Barts and The London Alumni Association, Professor Brian Colvin (q The London MBBS 1969) in the Senior Common Room in the Garrod (formerly known as the Old Medical School) Building. A leisurely lunch provided plenty of time for an impromptu visit to the Students’ Association’s facilities in Newman Street. where BLSA President, Rajiv “Jeeves” Wijesuriya showed off the Students’ Union, including the Griffin Bar.

During the afternoon, alumni could choose to visit the Royal London Museum and the Barts and The London School of Medicine and Dentistry Library, both housed in the rebuilt but deconsecrated St Philip’s Church; tour the pathological exhibits, guided by Margaret Bird, Professor of Anatomical Studies and Steve Moore, Manager of the Centre for Medical Education; visit the Blizard Institute of Cell and Molecular Science which was designed by Will Alsop with labs specialising in cell and molecular science and the brand new Centre of the Cell, led by Kat Sandford, Learning and Access Manager.

The Centre of the Cell provides an educational experience directly linked to the National Curriculum Key Stages 2 and 3, for young people in Tower Hamlets.

The afternoon ended with tea in the Old Library, hosted by the Principal, Professor Simon Gaskell, who took up his post just the day before on Thursday 1 October.

The Warden of Barts and The London School of Medicine and Dentistry, Professor Sir Nicholas Wright and the Dean of the Dental School, Professor Farida Fortune, both provided overviews of their respective institutions and pin-pointed areas for future development.

The following day, alumni who had decided to come for the whole weekend 
re-gathered and were joined by others who had come for Saturday’s events on a cold and very blustery morning. Two coaches with over 100 participants left Queen Mary’s campus at Mile End for guided tours of the main sites being used for the London Olympics in 2012. In particular, there was an opportunity to walk through part of the Olympic site at Stratford to view the developments, including the main Olympic Stadium and the Aquatic Centre.

Another group gathered outside the newly re-opened Whitechapel Art Gallery for a walk through the eastern extent of the City of London, looking at sites and warehouses associated with the East India Company and its trading operations. Alumni took in the City of London’s late medieval parish churches as they vied for space with Victorian warehouses which have now been converted into restaurants and luxury apartments. Alongside architectural marvels such as the Swiss Re Building at 30 St Mary Axe and the iconic Lloyds Building at 1 Lime Street.

150 alumni gathered for lunch in the Octagon at Queen Mary, hosted by the Principal, Professor Simon Gaskell, afterwards dispersing for departmental tours led by Professor Virginia Davis to History; Dr Fariborz Mortabeli to Engineering and Dr Lawrie Wright to Geography or tours of the campus led by current Student Ambassadors.

Afternoon tea and cake was on offer in the Curve, with the final chance to catch-up and meet friends. Many alumni were pleased by the opportunity to see “Mary”, Queen Mary’s leopardess mascot which the Students’ Union kindly put on display.

The afternoon ended with a lecture by Peter Evans, Professor of Film at Queen Mary, on the Spanish film director, Pedro Almodóvar, whose most recent film Broken Embraces is currently showing in London.
